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Viewpoints

EDITORIAL BOARD

Even before Sen. Eliza-
beth Warren suspended 

her presidential campaign, a 
recurrent theme had emerged 
from the commentariat. In so 
many words: Now all we have 
to choose between are two 
septuagenarian white men.

(Yes, Hawaii’s Rep. Tulsi 
Gabbard is still 
running, though 
no one seems to 
know why.)

We’ve long 
known that 
white men are 
the demograph-
ic to hate (on), 
as the woke 
generation 
might put it. 

But not so long ago – like, last 
summer – it was considered 
bad form to be ageist. P.S. 
Warren is 70.

What happened? And, how 
did the Democratic Party 
suddenly start acting like the 
GOP? Somehow, with all the 
diversity crowding the original 
fi eld of Democratic contenders, 
the party of progress wound up 
culling the herd to two white 
men of advanced years.

One, 78-year-old Bernie 
Sanders, is an arm-waving 
socialist who comes across as a 
fanatic. The other, 77-year-old 
Joe Biden, is a bleeding-heart, 
old-school liberal, whose style 
tends toward the conciliatory.

My favorite Biden line from 
the debate series tells the story. 
When the moderator in the 
debate here last week called 
time on Biden, the former vice 
president seemed surprised at 
himself when he responded: 
“Why am I stopping? No one 
else stops.”

Indeed, Biden did stop, 
because that’s what he was 
supposed to do, whereas nearly 
all the others continued talking 
over the moderator. Most 
people probably thought little 
of Biden’s remark even if they 
unconsciously absorbed the 
deeper meaning of his words: 
Biden plays by the rules. This 
counts a great deal when it 

comes to governance and 
consensus-building, as you may 
have noticed the past three or 
so years.

After almost fi ve decades in 
public offi ce, Biden has learned 
how to talk to the other side 
and pitch legislation without 
breaking down doors. Although 
some Democrats may see com-
promise as surrender and might 
prefer a Sanders-style revolu-
tion in the nation’s affairs, they 
seem to be in the minority.

If the Democrats’ mission is 
to defeat Donald Trump this 
fall, then primary voters have 
thus far chosen wisely. There 
is simply no way independents 
and Republicans-in-exile 
would vote for Sanders. Indeed, 
Sanders is the perfect candidate 
if voters want to see Trump 
reelected.

Among those disappointed 
with the old, white men’s club 
are those who had hoped Warren 
would lead the Democratic 
ticket. They blame her failed 
campaign on long-embedded 
notions that presidents should 
look a certain way, insisting that 
the deck is stacked against wom-
en. Without question, women 
have to strive harder than men 
to advance in nearly every arena 
and Warren out-debated, out-
planned and out-did herself with 
a passion and energy seldom, if 
ever, before seen.

Even so, she was often her 
own worst enemy. Despite her 
enormous talent and intelli-
gence, Warren began losing 
ground when she continued to 
adjust her position on Medicare 
for All. This undermined the 
sincerity she otherwise con-
veyed. When a candidate keeps 
rearranging her spots, people 
tend to lose faith. And, by the 
way, didn’t the Democratic 
Party nominate Hillary Clinton 
last time around?

For better or worse, Sanders 
and Biden have been consistent 
across the ages.

Both are, oddly, straight out 
of the Silent Generation – the 
cohort wedged between the 
Greatest Generation and baby 

boomers. But the two men 
couldn’t be more different. 
Sanders, who honeymooned in 
the Soviet Union (for heaven’s 
sake!) moved from Brooklyn to 
Vermont in 1968, a pivotal year 
in America’s cultural history 
and the one in which Sanders 
seems still to be stuck. To him, 
it seems, once a radical, always 
a radical.

Biden’s mindset was formed 
in the 1950s, like Trump’s 
only different. In Richard Ben 
Cramer’s “What It Takes,” a 
political Bible for many of 
today’s journalists, Biden never 
thought of himself as a radical 
– either when he was in college 
in the early Sixties, much less 
now. He thought of himself as 
an athlete, as well as someone 
who could get all the way to 
the White House from the tiny 
state of Delaware. He still talks 
about taking Trump out behind 
the gym, sounding more like 
a character out of an Archie 
and Veronica comic than, say, 
one of Trump’s “people” the 
president sometimes sics on 
troublemakers at his rallies.

The main difference between 
the two, of course, is that Biden 
has grown and learned from 
experiences that might have 
broken a lesser man. He has 
suffered and resolved to stay 
positive in stark contrast to 
Trump, who seems to relish the 
opposite.

Both Sanders and Biden have 
served more years in Wash-
ington than should be allowed, 
respectively, 29 and 47 years. 
But the country isn’t yet ready 
for what Sanders is selling and 
Biden, though he trips over his 
words sometimes, is steady, 
familiar and human. Not least, 
like the president he served as 
vice president, Biden fl ashes 
a dazzling, reassuring smile, 
the value of which can’t be 
overestimated.

Against the scowler-in-chief, 
aged 73, an experienced, con-
genial, happy warrior should 
do well.

Kathleen Parker’s email address is 

kathleenparker@washpost.com.

Yes, we have opinions. And 
we know you do too. So why 
don’t you send us your 
thoughts? We want to hear 
your take on the issues.

EMAIL: 
ctedit@indy.rr.com

MAIL:
Viewpoints, 

P.O. Box 309, 
Marion, IN 46952

■ Length: Letters should be 
400 words or less; all may 
be edited for brevity and 
clarity. Letters of thanks 
should be 200 words or less. 
(Thanks to private business-
es for services should be 
sent to the businesses.)

■ ID: Each letter must 
include the writer’s name, 
address and telephone 
number for verification. 
Because of space consider-
ations, please limit the num-
ber of signatures to a maxi-
mum of four people.

■ Fact vs. opinion: Publica-
tion is not an endorsement 
of the opinions of the writ-
ers, nor is publication of let-
ters a validation of facts or 
statements contained in the 
letters.

■ What’s not allowed: Pri-
vate solicitations, poetry, 
personal attacks, unfair crit-
icism of private individuals, 
businesses or organizations 
or inappropriate language 
will not be considered.

■ Rights: Letters to the edi-
tor, columns and other 
material submitted to the 
Chronicle-Tribune become 
the property of the newspa-
per and may be published or 
distributed in print, electron-
ic or other forms.

Sober-living homes bring hope
People looking to lead a 

sober life have more hope 
than ever thanks to the leaders 
at Hope House of Marion.

Two sober-living homes will 
open April 1, says Shane Beal, 
director of Hope House Mar-
ion. One will be for men, and 
one will be for women.

This announcement is huge 
for our community, and it’s 
great to see persistence pay 
off for someone who has been 
vocal about helping people 
fi ghting addiction in our com-
munity.

In June 2019, an anonymous 
donor gifted a 2,600-square-
foot home to the organiza-
tion, but the Marion Board 
of Zoning Appeals denied a 
variance for the location since it 
wasn’t zoned for high-density, 
multi-family use, according to 
Chronicle-Tribune reports.

Instead of giving up, Beal and 
his team now have a solid plan 
in place that will give people 
in Grant County more options 
than before to try and beat the 
grip of addiction.

For perspective, things in 
America are getting better, 
slowly but surely, thanks to an 
increased effort to educate the 
public on drug addiction and 
a concerted effort to prescribe 

less pain pills due to their 
addictive nature. This improve-
ment is thanks to dedicated in-
dividuals, like all of our health 
offi cials and advocates.

According to the National 
Institute of Drug Use (NIDU), 
overdoses dropped by about 
1,000 deaths in 2018 compared 
to the peak in 2017 of approxi-
mately 47,600 people.

While addiction is often 
painted as something that only 
affects people who engage in il-
legal activity, there were at least 
14,000 overdose deaths in 2018 
associated with prescription 
opioids, according to NIDU.

Although nothing beats inten-
sive psychiatrist-led addiction 
recovery programs, sober living 
homes are known by research-
ers to have many benefi ts.

According to a peer-reviewed 
publication in the Journal of 
Psychoactive Drugs, a review 
of 300 people in sober-living 
homes found that “improve-
ments were noted in alcohol 
and drug use, arrests, psychi-
atric symptoms and employ-
ment.”

With a lack of access to men-
tal health services in rural com-
munities, sober living homes 
are a great step toward prog-
ress. When people join forces 

to hold each other accountable 
for their actions, good things 
happen.

The Journal of Psychoactive 
Drugs article mentioned that 
when coupled with 12-step 
meetings or other educational 
initiatives, the sober-living 
homes saw even more signifi -
cant outcomes.

Of course no road to recovery 
is easy, but this should bring 
hope to a situation that can feel 
defeating at times.

The people who are rehabili-
tated by the sober living home 
or any other treatment will need 
to continue to fi nd support, but 
sober living homes will help get 
more people on the right track.

It is up to all of us to never 
give up hope on protecting our 
community from addiction in 
all forms.

We can all, in our own ways, 
help further the success we are 
seeing in the statistics related to 
drug addiction and overdoses. 
The key is to never give up 
these efforts, however, because 
addiction never gives up its 
grasps.

Let’s support one another and 
do our part. Our community 
counts on it.

Thanks to Hope House, we 
have hope.

So, two old white guys walk into a bar

Stownlins

Watch the Fifth District 
congressional debate

Editor,
Most of us have used the internet to shop for 

important items such as cars and appliances. We 
then choose which brand to buy feeling much more 
confident that we will be satisfied with the product.

Why can’t we do this for candidates for Con-
gress, especially for the May 7 Fifth Congressional 
District primary elections? The answer is, “We 
can.”

Indiana Town Halls – a new, nonpartisan orga-
nization dedicated to strengthening confidence, 
trust and accountability in our elections – intends 
to make this possible. We believe direct candidate 
interaction with citizens in public forums is essen-
tial for restoring the lost trust in Congress and our 
political parties – and for making an informed 
choice.

We have invited the 16 District Five Republican 
primary candidates on Monday, March 16 starting 
at 7 p.m. We have invited the five Democratic pri-
mary candidates for the second forum on Tuesday, 
March 24 at 7 p.m. The Town Halls will be held 
at the 350-seat Ivy Tech Recreation Annex Audi-
torium in Noblesville, located at 300 North 17th 
Street.

We urge District Five citizens to attend the prima-
ry Town Halls. We promise the conversations will 
be civil and respectful in an atmosphere without 
the rancor and hostility of the traditional debate 
format.

We urge you to spread the word to neighbors and 
friends that Fifth District Town Hall participation 
is an opportunity for citizens to compare candi-
dates’ qualifications and views before voting.

Jim Shella,
Indianapolis, Indiana

A story from Jalapa
Editor,
A man’s castle is his home. His eight-story obser-

vatory tower is my favorite room. Peering through 
the 1 meter telescope on clear nights, we bet on 
the giant, rogue asteroids we spot. Which one will 
destroy our planet 70 billion years from now? One 
of us will become filthy rich.

His two large hounds guard the estate, stopping 
everyone who dares to enter. Being related to their 
master means nothing to them, or to their long 
fangs.

A perfectly counter-balanced drawbridge spans 
the moat. It is quickly and almost effortlessly 
raised or lowered.

The armory is well stocked with longbows, cross-
bows, arrows, bolts, and swords. Large vats of oil 
ready to boil, and tar waiting to melt are placed 
along the high walls.

Envious of his armory, and curious why he is so 
much better prepared than I for repelling invaders, 
he told me his spy satellites spotted the soldiers 
making a comeback. But most threatening to him, 
tax collectors never give up.

At my age the only jousting I can manage is 
around his enormous banquet table. The sharpest 
elbow usually wins the last slice of sugar pie.

Joe David Stephens
Jalapa, Indiana

HISTORY

Today is Thursday, March 12, the 72nd day of 2020. 
There are 294 days left in the year.

Highlights in history:
On March 12, 1980, a Chicago jury found John 

Wayne Gacy Jr. guilty of the murders of 33 men and 
boys. (The next day, Gacy was sentenced to death; he 
was executed in May 1994.)

On this date:
In 1864, Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant assumed com-

mand as General-in-Chief of the Union armies in the 
Civil War.

In 1912, the Girl Scouts of the USA had its beginnings 
as Juliette Gordon Low of Savannah, Georgia, founded 
the first American troop of the Girl Guides.

In 1913, Canberra was officially designated the 
future capital of Australia.

In 1925, Chinese revolutionary leader Sun Yat-sen 
died in Beijing.

In 1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt delivered the 
first of his 30 radio addresses that came to be known 
as “fireside chats,” telling Americans what was being 
done to deal with the nation’s economic crisis.

In 1947, President Harry S. Truman announced what 
became known as the “Truman Doctrine” to help 
Greece and Turkey resist Communism.

In 1955, legendary jazz musician Charlie “Bird” Park-
er died in New York at age 34.

In 1987, the musical play “Les Miserables” opened 
on Broadway.

In 1993, Janet Reno was sworn in as the first female 
U.S. attorney general. A three-day blizzard that came 
to be known as “The Storm of the Century” began 
inundating the eastern third of the U.S. A series of 
bombings in Mumbai, India, killed 257 people (the 
explosions were allegedly masterminded by India’s 
most wanted man, Dawood Ibrahim).

In 1994, the Church of England ordained its first 
women priests.

In 2003, Elizabeth Smart, the 15-year-old girl who 
vanished from her bedroom nine months earlier, was 
found alive in a Salt Lake City suburb with two drifters, 
Brian David Mitchell and Wanda Barzee. (Mitchell is 
serving a life sentence; Barzee was released from 
prison in September 2018.)

Today’s Birthdays: Actress Barbara Feldon is 87. 
Actress-singer Liza Minnelli is 74. . Singer-songwriter 
James Taylor is 72. Former Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D., 
is 72. Rock singer-musician Bill Payne (Little Feat) is 
71. Actor Jon Provost (TV: “Lassie”) is 70. Author Carl 
Hiaasen is 67. Rock musician Steve Harris (Iron Maid-
en) is 64. Actress Lesley Manville is 64. Actor Jerry 
Levine is 63. Singer Marlon Jackson (The Jackson 
Five) is 63. Actor Jason Beghe is 60. Actor Courtney B. 
Vance is 60. Actor Titus Welliver is 58. Former MLB All-
Star Darryl Strawberry is 58. Actress Julia Campbell is 
57. Actor Jake Weber is 57.  Actor Aaron Eckhart is 52. 
Rock musician Graham Coxon is 51. Country musician 
Tommy Bales (Flynnville Train) is 47. Actor Rhys Coiro 
is 41. Country singer Holly Williams is 39. Actress Jai-
mie Alexander is 36. 

WRITE AWAY

SPEAK UP

WORD 
OF THE DAY

OUR TAKE LETTERS

How to contact 
your state lawmakers

Rep. Ann Vermilion
District 31
Phone: (317) 232-9509
h31@in.gov

Rep. Anthony Cook
District 32
Phone: (800) 382-9841
h32@in.gov

Sen. Andy Zay
District 17
Phone: (800) 382-9467
s17@in.gov

Sen. Travis Holdman
District 19
Phone: (317) 232-9807
s19@in.gov

Sen. Jim Buck
District 21
Phone: (317) 232-9466
s21@in.gov

Rep. David Wolkins
District 18
(317) 234-2993
h18@in.gov

Rep. Mike Karickhoff
District 30
(317)234-9380
h30@iga.in.gov

To email any 
Indiana lawmaker, 
go to this website:
www.in.gov/cgi-bin/
legislative/contact/

contact.pl

Adverb
1. secretly; stealthily.

QUOTE: “An’ stownlins I tak 
o’ her charms a survey, / For 
my courage aye fails when 
to speak to’r I try.” – David 
Anderson, Poems, Chiefly in 
the Scottish Dialect, 1826.

-dictionary.com
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