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State begins 
Stage 3 of 
reopening today

INDIANAPOLIS — 
Gov. Eric J. Holcomb an-
nounced Thursday that 
because health indicators 
remain positive, most of 
the state will advance to 
stage 3 of the Back On 
Track Indiana plan today, 
May 22.

The state will move to 
reopen while continuing 
to monitor and respond to 
these goals and principles:
■ The number of hospi-

talized COVID-19 patients 
statewide has decreased for 
14 days
■ The state retains its 

surge capacity for critical 
care beds and ventilators
■ The state retains its 

ability to test all Hoo-
siers who are COVID-19 
symptomatic as well as 
health care workers, fi rst 
responders and frontline 
employees
■ Health offi cials have 

systems in place to contact 
all individuals who test 
positive for COVID-19 and 
expand contact tracing

If these principles cannot 
be met, all or portions of 
the state may need to pause 
on moving forward or may 
need to return to an earli-
er phase of the governor’s 
stay-at-home order.

In Stage 3, Hoosiers 65 
and over and those with 
high-risk health conditions 
– who are the most vul-
nerable to the coronavirus 
– should remain at home 
as much as possible. Face 
coverings in public places 
are recommended. Hoo-
siers who can work from 
home are encouraged to 
continue to do so.

Social gatherings of 
up to 100 people will be 
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D-Home costs projected to quadruple

By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Grant County offi cials are 
seeking to gather a more 
holistic, long-term view of 
county buildings’ infrastruc-
ture needs as several major 
projects are under way or up-
coming.

Commissioner Mark 
Bardsley told Grant Coun-
ty Council at its regular 
meeting Wednesday that the 
proposed renovations to the 

Juvenile Detention Center 
(D-Home) to house adult fe-
male inmates and 14 juvenile 
beds is now projected to cost 
nearly four times more than 
initially expected.

“We have a boiler system 
that is about to totally break 
down and there are other 
electrical issues that need 
to be brought up to code to 
house the women,” Bard-
sley said. “So instead of a 
$200,000 to $250,000 price 
tag, we’re looking at some-
where between $800,000 
and $1 million, though we 
don’t have those fi nal num-
bers yet.”

Between the D-Home reno-
vations, fi nishing the central 
dispatch project, including 

potentially adding towers to 
the southern part of the coun-
ty for better radio coverage, 
and other county building 
infrastructure needs, Bards-
ley said he wanted to begin 
a discussion with council 
about the possibility of look-
ing at fi nancing these proj-
ects through bond issues.

Auditor Jim McWhirt ad-
vised council it would be 
prudent to take a look at all 
of the current pressing needs 
and consider a combined 
bond issue to fund multiple 
projects rather than going 
through the issuance process 
one at a time for each proj-
ect. He said the county could 
potentially plan to pay for 
the bond through a combi-

nation of general fund, 911 
fund and debt service fund 
dollars rather than putting all 
of the burden on one fund or 
another.

“Nobody wants to issue an-
other debt,” McWhirt said. 
“I don’t say I love it, but if 
you’re going to do those 
things, you need money. And 
doing it in one instrument in-
stead of three or four might 
make sense.”

Councilman Mike Roor-
bach said before looking at a 
potential bond, council needs 
to agree on which projects 
are priorities.

“You’d like to do it all, 
but you have to choose fi rst, 
second, third, and central 
dispatch in my mind, we’re 

committed to that,” he said. 
“Some of the others are a 
dream or a hope, but there’s 
other options there. There’s 
no other option for the cen-
tral dispatch.”

McWhirt and Bardsley said 
council also has to keep in 
mind that even if the D-Home 
isn’t converted to hold fe-
male inmates, there are still 
juveniles currently being 
held there and the backbone 
infrastructure issues will 
need to be addressed.

Council President Shane 
Middlesworth proposed 
forming an informal commit-
tee to look into the county’s 
building infrastructure needs 
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David Adams assists Ray Rodarte in moving the donated meat to the Grant County Rescue Mission freezer Thursday afternoon.

Solms 
seeks title 
of County 
Recorder
By ANDREW MACIEJEWSKI
amaciejewski@chronicle-tribune.com

Both candidates battling 
for the title of Grant County 
Recorder have never cam-
paigned for the position be-
fore this year, but candidate 
Roberta “Bobbie” Solms says 
her job as a title searcher gives 
her the experience needed to 
move the department into the 
future.

Recorder Kathy Foy, who 
is the only other Republican 
Party candidate, was appoint-
ed to the position after Grant 
County Clerk of the Circuit 
Court Pam Harris left her po-
sition mid-term. Foy started 
her career in county govern-
ment as an election deputy in 
2017, formerly working as a 
grocery store manager.

Solms has done much of 
her work in nine surrounding 
counties’ recorders’ offi ces as 
an independent title searcher 
for the past 33 years, and she 
said the time spent in other 
counties, including Grant, has 
shown her that there is room 
for improvement locally.

“Of those nine counties, 
Grant County is probably 
at the bottom... technology 
wise, and so I think we need 
to move forward,” Solms said.

She said she’s been working 
with the system Grant County 
recently implemented for the 
past fi ve to six years while 
doing work in other counties, 
and she said she knows how 
to improve the local opera-
tions to better serve taxpay-
ers.

“This Fiddler system, it is 
a great system,” she said. “I 
don’t think Grant County 
is utilizing it as well as we 
should. I do believe my expe-
rience would help us get more 
potential out of it.”

Indexing and accuracy are 
areas where Solms would like 
to see improvement.

“When the new system went 
in – when they started index-
ing – they started using com-
mas. Never before had we had 
commas after a name. I would 
like to go in and make every-
thing uniform... The system 
is just not uniform for index-
ing.”

She said there have been 
times where the Grant 

Local bank donates meat to food kitchens in need
By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Many grocery stores are 
struggling to keep meat 
on their shelves amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, lead-
ing to a decrease in meat do-
nations to local food kitchens.

First Farmers Bank & Trust 
saw this need and decided to 
do something about it.

“A lot of the major pro-
cessing plants were shutting 
down,” said Tade Powell, 
the senior vice president of 
First Farmers Bank & Trust. 
“Because there was going to 
be less protein on the shelves 
at the retail locations, there 
would be less available to out-
reach programs statewide.”

Yesterday afternoon, the St. 
Martin Community Center 
and Grant County Rescue 
Mission (GCRM) received a 
total of more than 500 pounds 
of ground pork as part of First 
Farmers Bank & Trust’s “Pigs 

to People to Pork” effort.
“We were able to get these 

pigs either donated from pro-
ducers or available to us at a 
reduced cost, and we got (the 
meat) processed at USDA 
certifi ed processing plants 

that were much smaller than 
the ones that were closed 
down,” Powell said. “We saw 
an immediate need and were 
able to connect those end-
points.”

Teresa Campbell, the exec-

utive director of the St. Mar-
tin Community Center, said 
the meat would probably sup-
ply two to three days and feed 
about 600 people.

“This will really help us,” 
Campbell said. “It will go 
quickly with all of the meals 
we are serving.”

St. Martin has served 6,979 
meals in 18 days in May so 
far, according to Campbell.

“We’re just seeing so many 
people seeking food because 
they are laid off now,” Camp-
bell said. “We’re literally 
serving thousands of meals 
every month.”

David Adams, the food 
ministry manager at GCRM, 
said he was ecstatic about the 
meat donation.

“It’s absolutely outstand-
ing,” Adams said. “Meat is 
the one thing we’ve struggled 
with.”

The GCRM has served 

Poling seeks council at-large seat on June 2nd
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Businessman Chuck Pol-
ing is one of five Repub-
licans seeking election to 
the three Grant County 
Council at-large seats in 
the June 2 primary elec-
tion.

Poling, of Marion, is the 
owner of Chuck’s Sewer 
and Plumbing. He is an 

Army veteran and a Grant 
County Health Board 
member. He has also 
served as an Indiana state 
delegate. He volunteers at 
the Boys and Girls Club 
of Grant County, the Cen-
ter Township Fire Depart-
ment and with other local 
nonprofits, according to 
his campaign Facebook 
page.

Poling said he is run-

ning for county council 
to bring his business acu-
men to county operations.

“I’ve been in business 
for 34 years,” he said. 
“The reason I’m going 
to run is hopefully I can 
show them how to save 
money because every 
business knows you’ve 
got to spend it to make it, 
but how you save it is re-
ally how you make mon-

ey. So I’m kind of hoping 
I can go in there and show 
them how to save on dif-
ferent things they buy and 
save money, which saves 
us taxpayers.”

Poling said he would 
have to go through the 
county’s financials to get 
a better sense of where 
savings can be found, but 

See SCOOP, page A2

Officials to form 
committee to identify 
long term building 
infrastructure needs

David Adams (left) and Ray Rodarte (right) push the donated meat 
up a ramp to the Grant County Rescue Mission kitchen. The GCRM 
received between 200 and 300 pounds of meat from First Farm-
ers Bank & Trust.
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Paid for by Friends of Chuck Poling, Brandy Swanner Tres.

Given the current economic issues having a successful business man

who can ask questions to insure your tax dollars are being spent

wisely is important, Chuck Poling will do just that!

Insuring Your Tax Dollars are Protected is my Number 1 Priority.
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