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Toyota 
shifting pickup 

PRINCETON (AP) — 
Toyota will stop making 
its Tacoma small pickup 
in San Antonio next year 
as it shifts production to 
Mexico, but the company 
says no U.S. jobs will be 
lost.

To make up for the lost 
work, the San Antonio 
plant will build the Sequoia 
large SUV, and its 3,200 
jobs will be preserved.

Currently the San 
Antonio plant builds the 
Tacoma as well as full-
size Tundra pickups. The 
Tacoma also is built at a 
factory in Baja California, 
Mexico. Late last year, a 
Toyota plant in Guana-
juato, Mexico, also began 
building Tacomas.

Tacoma production in 
San Antonio will start to 
wind down in late 2021, 
and Sequoia production 
will start in 2022, the com-
pany said.

Last summer Toyota 
announced that it would 
invest $391 million in the 
San Antonio plant to add 
capacity to build more 
vehicles.

The company also an-
nounced Friday that it has 
completed a $1.3 billion 
project modernizing an 
Indiana factory to boost 
vehicle production and 
add 550 jobs.

The project at the 
Princeton assembly plant 
in southwestern Indiana 
included retooling, new 
equipment installation and 
adding advanced manu-
facturing technology so it 
could increase production 
of the Highlander SUV. 
Toyota said the project 
grew by $700 million and 
150 new jobs from what 
it � rst announced for the 
factory in early 2017.

The company also an-
nounced it would spend $1 
million on a new program 
to expose area high school 
students to advanced 
manufacturing career op-
tions.

Toyota Indiana plant 
President Leah Curry said 
the program would give 
students a potential jump 
start on job opportunities 
in the region.

City talks parks improvement plan 

Marion Mayor Jess Alum-
baugh is seeking public in-
put on the city’s proposed 
� ve-year plan to improve 
the Parks Department. 

The city held a public fo-
rum this week to discuss 
ideas aimed at impoving 

quality of life in Mari-
on.  Alumbaugh and other 
city leaders heard many 
ideas from residents who 
say they need better access 
to higher-quality facilities.

Members of the commu-
nity and Dan Lake, a con-
sultant hired by the city to 
create the plan, spoke most 

highly of the city’s “jewel” 
and “beautiful centerpiece,” 
Matter Park. But many also 
spoke of their perceived 
need for new parks and up-
grades on existing parks.

“We all know that Matter 
Park is a beautiful park. I, 
even as an outsider driving 
into this park, can tell that 
it’s a great park because 
you see a lot of amenities,” 
Lake said. “I’ve heard from 
everybody that Matter Park 

is the jewel of the city, but 
it’s only one of, perhaps, 
18 parks that you have here 
in Marion. So, what about 
some of the other parks?”

Needs expressed were 
lack of amenities in neigh-
borhood parks, rickety 
equipment and lack of pub-
lic transportation to parks.

Residents like Gus Smart, 
who lives near Meridian 
and 22nd Street, believe an 
investment in parks would 

make a big impact on low-
income neighborhoods like 
his.

“I’d like to see the city 
add more parks.” Smart 
said. “I � gured that a nice 
park being put up out there 
would make the people liv-
ing next door look at them-
selves and want to do more 
to their property. It would 
also probably bring the 
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Mayor looks for ideas from 
community to increase quality of life

City targets 
Old Y debt  

A $5.8 million bond issued 
to the City of Marion in 2011 
to help pay for projects, in-
cluding the failed Old Y de-
velopment, could be paid off 
in full this year.

Although the city’s Com-
munity Revitalization En-
hancement District (CReED) 
board was set to expire at the 
end of 2019, the board met 
Friday in its � rst meeting 
since January of last year. 
Commission Attorney Herb 
Spitzer said he reviewed reg-
ulations which revealed the 
commission can continue to 
operate as long as it still has 
� nancial obligations and/or 
funds in its account, and the 
board is responsible to pay 
the 2011 bond debt.

CReED took in revenue 
through sales tax collected 
within the CReED districts 
in the city which were es-
tablished in 2001 and 2004. 
Spitzer said the board will 
not receive any more funds 
from the districts since 
state statute caps funding of 
CReEd districts to 15 years 
after their creation.

The commission currently 
has a balance of a little more 
than $1.6 million, accord-
ing to Secretary Janet Pear-
son. Since the 2011 bond’s 
current principal balance is 
approximately $705,000, 
commission members asked 
Spitzer if the bond could 
be paid off earlier than its 
scheduled � nal payment of 
January 2021 to avoid more 
interest.

The board paid a little more 
than $71,000 in interest on 
the bond in 2019.

“I think it would be every-
body’s feeling here that pay-
ing off early would certainly 
be the advantage to the com-
munity to have those funds 
available for some kind of in-
vestment back into the com-
munity,” CReED President 
Chuck Binkerd said.

Spitzer said any funds left 
in the board’s account would 
need to be spent on projects 
within the city’s CReED 
districts if the board were to 
continue in existence past 
paying off the bond.

Board member Tim Moor-
man said on top of saving 
on interest and reinvesting 
that money, paying off the 
bond would be a relief to city 
taxpayers since the bond is 
connected to previous failed 
projects.

“I think the public feeling 
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Board looks into paying 
off $5.8M bond, adding 
to Splash House parking
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BUDGET: Rachael Schwulst and Kara Smith pair up to prepare a monthly budget for the Fields, an low-income ALICE 
family.

Poverty: An exercise in empathy

The Wilson family had to 
spend an extra $200 a month 
on therapy for their two boys. 
The Morgan family packed 
up and � ed from an abusive 
home. Another household 
had their hours cut at work.

While these are � ctional 
families created for a pov-
erty simulation created by the 
United Way of Central Indi-
ana, their stories are based on 
real life situations.

These scenarios were part 
of the Youth Worker Café, 
a program created by the 
Indiana Youth Institute, to 
showcase the decisions and 
struggles low-income fami-
lies face every day.

“The choices you make 
may have been the choices 
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United Way simulation helps community understand hurdles ALICE families face

IN A MOMENT: The Wilson family had to factor in an additional $200 expense to put their 
boys, Jacob and Luke, through counseling. According to Margie Worrell, these scenarios 
are contributing factors that sent families to United Way.See POVERTY / Page A5

See CREED / Page A8

Students get advice on vaping 

 
At Philip O’Hara’s low-

est point, he did not expect 
to spend his 30th birthday 
outside of prison - if he cele-
brated his 30th birthday at all 
- due to years of drug abuse.

O’Hara, now a certi� ed 
recovery coach and peer 
recovery specialist, visited 

Madison-Grant, Eastbrook 
and Oak Hill schools on Jan. 
16 on behalf of the youth 
education nonpro� t Steered 
Straight. His interactive pre-
sentation challenged students 
to rethink their perceptions 
about vaping and what nico-
tine and tetrahydrocannabi-
nol (THC) products can do to 
the brain and body.

“Part of me feels kind of 

scared for our generation 
since so many kids are affect-
ed by this,” Madison-Grant 
junior Zoe Barnett said. “Ev-
eryone here knows someone 
that is addicted to (vaping) so 
it’s a big problem, and part 
of me feels determined to 
spread the word about how 
dangerous it is and hope-
fully put a dent in it to help 
people.”

O’Hara began his presenta-
tion by sharing his personal 
journey. He said he became 
addicted to opiates in high 
school after he was pre-

scribed opiate painkillers for 
a pulled tooth and eventually 
abused them. As a student 
athlete, he liked how drugs 
improved his performance 
when wrestling.

O’Hara said he initially 
only had positive associa-
tions with alcohol, marijuana 
and drugs, so he laughed 
when people told him they 
could ruin his life. But as 
his addiction progressed, the 
enjoyment wore off and des-
peration set in.
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Steered Straight speaker shares life 
experiences, data with county schools 
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