
By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Lacey Hepler thought 
COVID-19 was a hoax.

“I was a skeptic,” she said. 
“I didn’t believe that this was 
a thing until she got it.”

Lacey’s grandmother, 
73-year-old Fairmount resi-
dent Carol Hepler, drove her-
self to Marion General Hos-
pital (MGH) on June 6 for 
what she thought was strep 
throat.

She was tested for 
COVID-19 and sent home 
with some medicine, but re-
turned on June 10 with a fever 
of 102.7.

As Carol and her son David 
were waiting to be sent home 
from the hospital, she got a 
call from her doctor saying 
that she had tested positive 
for COVID-19. She said 
goodbye to her son and was 
admitted to the COVID unit.

“That’s all I remember,” 
Carol said.

Carol’s daughter, Ann Es-
tep, is a COVID nurse in 
Tennessee, where Lacey also 
lives. From the time Carol 
was admitted, Ann commu-
nicated with the nurses and 
doctors at MGH, making de-
cisions about Carol’s care.

“It was pretty scary because 
I know what was going on,” 
Ann said. “I’ve seen it.”

Ann said she wouldn’t have 
admitted it, but she worried 
her mother would not survive.

“She got it pretty early on 
before all the treatments had 
been approved,” Ann said. 
“But Dr. (Vahid-David) Sed-
aghat kept up with things.”

By June 14, Carol was 

sedated and put on a ventila-
tor.

Ann had worked in Koko-
mo with Dr. Sedaghat, who 
made sure Carol was one of 
the fi rst patients to receive a 
second dose of remdesivir 
and the fi rst patient to get ste-
roids.

The nurses FaceTimed with 

Ann daily so she could see 
what was going on in her 
room and let Ann’s voice be 
the one to wake her mother 
up after coming off of the 
ventilator.

While Ann was heavily in-
volved with her mother’s care 
from afar, Lacey said she felt 
helpless being six hours away 

from her grandmother.
“I can’t even go there to 

hold her hand and sit with 
her, so I was scared,” she said. 
“My uncle, who does live 20 
minutes from the hospital, 
couldn’t even be beside her.”

Carol said her condition 
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Second Harvest 
plans tailgate 
distribution

Second Harvest Food 
Bank will hold a tailgate 
food distribution Tuesday, 
Sept. 1 at 10 a.m. at Five 
Points Mall, 1129 N. Bald-
win Ave. in Marion.

Distribution is while sup-
plies last. No IDs, proof of 
address or need required. 
All are welcome, regardless 
of home county. Second 
Harvest is requesting that at-
tendees only go through the 
line one time.

If you are walking up or 
coming via a vehicle too 
small to carry a load of food, 
please plan to arrive an hour 
after the tailgate starts.

For more information, vis-
it www.CureHunger.org.

ISDH updates 
COVID-19 count

The Indiana State Depart-
ment of Health (ISDH) Fri-
day announced that 832 ad-
ditional Hoosiers have been 
diagnosed with COVID-19 
through testing at ISDH, the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) 
and private laboratories. 
That brings to 91,313 the 
total number of Indiana res-
idents known to have the 
novel coronavirus following 
corrections to the previous 
day’s dashboard.

A total of 3,058 Hoo-
siers are confi rmed to have 
died from COVID-19, an 
increase of 11 from the 
previous day. Another 219 
probable deaths have been 
reported based on clinical 
diagnoses in patients for 
whom no positive test is on 
record. Deaths are report-
ed based on when data are 
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COVID-19 causes Northview closure

By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Students and teachers at 
Mississinewa’s Northview 
Elementary School will be 
conducting eLearning for 
the next two weeks after the 
district closed the school 
building due to COVID-19 
concerns.

Northview was closed 
Friday, Aug. 28, and stu-
dents and staff are current-
ly scheduled to return to 
the building on Monday, 

Sept. 14.
Superintendent Tab McK-

enzie said as of Friday 
three Northview individu-
als have tested positive for 
COVID-19, including a stu-
dent who plays youth sports 
on a community team. In 
addition, there have been 
approximately 80 North-
view students and several 
staff members at home with 
COVID-19 symptoms over 
the past two weeks, as well 
as nearly 60 students and 
10 staff members that have 
been directly exposed to 
the individuals who tested 
positive, he said.

“Every person who has 
been directly exposed to 
COVID-19 has been direct-

ly contacted and the De-
partment of Health guide-
lines are being followed 
in these cases,” McKenzie 
said.

McKenzie said the two-
week closure will allow 
the district to deep clean 
the building and for those 
tested positive, exposed 
to a positive individual or 
presenting with COVID-19 
symptoms to quarantine 
and isolate as needed prop-
erly.

According to McKenzie, 
the district’s other three 
buildings have not had any 
confi rmed COVID-19 cases 
and have signifi cantly low-
er numbers of students and 
staff home with COVID-19 

symptoms or who have 
been exposed to a person 
with COVID-19 compared 
to Northview. The other 
three buildings will remain 
open the next two weeks.

County Health Offi cer 
William David Moore 
said the health department 
worked with the district 
and used state guidelines to 
help make the determina-
tion to close the school.

“There were multiple ex-
posures of kids at an age 
where they’re likely to be 
interacting with one anoth-
er. When that happens, the 
likelihood of spread and the 
diffi culty with being able to 
accurately trace is such that 
we do better to just stay 

back – to back off until the 
(affected people) have gone 
through (their) 10 day iso-
lation and those who have 
been in contact so through 
their 14 day quarantine,” 
Moore said. “We can safely 
try to reopen again.”

McKenzie said the district 
and health department have 
been in constant communi-
cation to monitor the situ-
ation.

“Our corporation nurse is 
in daily conversation with 
the county health depart-
ment, along with the coun-
ty school nurses,” he said. 
“... As a district, we are 
constantly in collaboration 

Councilman 
questions 
mounting 
code 
enforcement 
complaints
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

The combination of being 
understaffed, dealing with 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and having to enforce the 
recent Neighborhood Pres-
ervation Ordinance has left 
the City of Marion’s Build-
ing Department extremely 
busy and unable to be more 
proactive in addressing is-
sues, according to Building 
Commissioner Jerry Foust-
night.

During Marion City Coun-
cil’s Tuesday department 
budget review, Councilman 
Don Batchelor said he was 
concerned about the amount 
of code enforcement com-
plaints that are stacking 
up and not being resolved 
quickly, noting he is aware 
of at least one complaint 
from 2019 that had still not 
been addressed as of this 
week.

A former code enforce-
ment offi cer himself, Batch-
elor said he remembered 
barely being able to keep up 
with complaints when there 
were three code enforce-
ment offi cers working, and 
for most of 2020, code en-
forcement has had an open 
position yet to be fi lled.

“Now how do we plan on 
keeping up or catching up 
and we still have an offi cer 
short ... ?” Batchelor asked. 

Local senior beats COVID-19

Distinguished Young Women’s Scholarship: 2020

By ANDREW MACIEJEWSKI
amaciejewski@chronicle-tribune.com

More than a dozen young 
women in Grant County 
have the chance to receive 
a chunk of nearly $10,000 
worth of scholarship money 

thanks to a local program.
Lori Baxter said the Grant 

County Distinguished 
Young Women’s Scholar-
ship program is giving out 
15 scholarships totaling 
$9,750 to local seniors who 
are attending college next 
year.

“We are one of the top 
programs in the state of In-
diana,” Baxter explained as 
she thanked the community 
for their gifts.

There will be an informa-
tional meeting on Sept. 8 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Sweetser 
United Methodist Church, 
413 N. Main St., Sweetser.

Baxter said she is thank-
ful the pandemic didn’t 
stop the organization from 
receiving generous gifts to 
make the program possible.

“We weren’t sure how we 
were going to do this year 
because everyone is taking 
hits – everyone is suffering 

in some way right now,” 
she said.

Baxter said she wants to 
see the scholarships go to 
two girls from each of the 
county’s high schools, so 
she hopes there’s a good 
turnout at the meeting.

“All Grant County High 
School senior girls and 
their parents are encour-
aged to attend,” Baxter 
said.

One of last year’s recip-

ients was able to pay for 
about 15 percent of their 
total tuition, Baxter says.

The categories for the 
scholarship awards include 
the following: academics, 
interview, fi tness, talent 
and written essay.

Anyone with questions is 
encouraged to reach out to 
Baxter at 765-661-2655.

“You don’t want this debt 
if you can avoid it,” she 
said.

Elementary school 
to close for two weeks 
to sanitize, adapt

Fairmount resident 
aims to create group 
for COVID survivors 
to share stories
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Carol Hepler celebrates her third day of being home after a long battle with COVID-19.
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