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Lakeview holding 
outdoor graduation

Lakeview Christian 
School’s graduation will 
take place Saturday, July 
11 at 6 p.m. It will be 
an outdoor event taking 
place in the church/school 
parking lot, 5318 S. West-
ern Ave. in Marion.

Marion 
cancels Daddy 
Daughter Dance

The City of Marion an-
nounced this year’s Dad-
dy Daughter Dance has 
offi cially been canceled. 
The annual event which 
normally takes place at 
the Garden House each 
spring had been post-
poned due to COVID-19, 
but due to continued 
health precautions the 
event will not be resched-
uled this year. Please con-
tact Rose Cadena for re-
funds at 765-382-3761 or 
rcadena@cityofmarion.
in.gov.

ISDH updates 
COVID-19 count

The Indiana State De-
partment of Health 
(ISDH) Friday announced 
748 additional COVID-19 
cases, bringing the total 
number of cases state-
wide to 50,300.

A total of 2,555 Hoosiers 
have died of COVID-19, 
with another 193 proba-
ble deaths reported.

As of Friday, 37 per-
cent of ICU beds and 84 
percent of ventilators 
are available statewide. 
To date, 550,562 tests 
have been reported to 
ISDH, up from 542,292 
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AMATEUR GOLF
“Rookie” wins county senior title for second-straight year.
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Law enforcement responds to BLM demands
By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

The May 25 killing of 
George Floyd sparked pro-
tests around the globe and in 
Marion, demanding justice 
for Floyd and many other 
Black individuals who have 
died at the hands of the police.

Since then, more than 800 
community members re-
sponded to a Community 
Policing Survey created by 
activist Torri Williams outlin-
ing ways in which policing in 
Grant County could prevent 
incidents similar to the death 
of George Floyd from hap-
pening in the future.

Marion Police Department 
(MPD) Chief Angela Haley 

said although the police de-
partment can improve, the 
issue is not one-sided.

“This is a community issue. 
There are a lot of people that 
need to be educated, and there 
are a lot of things that need to 
be addressed, but it is not and 
should not be solely aimed at 
police reform,” she said. “I 
think law enforcement can 
improve, but I don’t think we 
are the biggest problem. This 
is a much bigger conversation 
than police reform.”

Six hundred and twenty-one 
community members re-
sponded that they believe it 
is “very important” for MPD 
and the Grant County Sher-
iff’s Department (GCSD) to 
implement implicit bias and 

cultural sensitivity training.
Jonesboro Police Chief Joel 

Thomas said his offi cers had 
done online training. Still, he 
would like to have his offi cers 
complete in-person implicit 
bias and cultural sensitivity 
training when COVID-19 re-
strictions permit.

While some have called to 
“defund the police,” accord-
ing to Thomas, the opposite is 
needed.

“I don’t know any police 
agency that has enough mon-
ey,” Thomas said. “Maybe we 
could fi nd ways to give them 
more money to go towards 
things like racial and cultural 
sensitivity training, or maybe 
get some more de-escalation 
training in there. I’m always 

an advocate for training. I 
don’t think there can ever be 
enough training.”

MPD does not currently re-
quire that offi cers complete 
implicit bias training and cul-
tural sensitivity training, but 
Haley said the department is 
looking into it.

“Quite honestly, I’ve taken 
an implicit bias class,” she 
said. “I don’t think it should 
be mandated for police alone. 
I think everybody should have 
to take it.”

Because MPD is obligated 
to respond to every complaint 
of suspicious behavior, Ha-
ley said the training would 
be benefi cial for community 
members who might call in a 
complaint.

Additionally, Haley said it 
would be helpful for callers to 
remain on the line and answer 
any questions the dispatcher 
may ask.

“The dispatcher is asking 
questions to get information 
that offi cers need to appropri-
ately respond,” she said. “A 
lot of people get upset when 
dispatchers ask questions. 
They don’t give the infor-
mation, or they half give the 
information. We need people 
to answer the questions. That, 
quite honestly, could help 
with many of the things that 
happen.”

MPD is in the process of 
reviewing its use of force 
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Ten-year member and recent Oak Hill graduate Austin Clock competes in the Grant County 4-H 2020 Beef Show.

Council to 
subpoena 
mayor 
for Old Y 
discussion, 
documents
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Marion City Council will 
subpoena Mayor Jess Alum-
baugh and his administration 
to compel them to appear 
before council and provide 
fi nancial records regarding 
the ongoing Old Y litigation.

In June, council voted to 
formally invite Alumbaugh, 
Chief of Staff Mike Flynn, 
Controller Julie Flores and 
city attorney Tom Hunt to 
the Tuesday, July 7 regu-
lar meeting. Council Presi-
dent Deb Cain also emailed 
Flores on July 2 requesting 
she provide 22 various fund 
and vendor reports from 
2015-2019 to council by 
July 6 so the council could 
review the documents before 

4-H Fair beats the heat
By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Although there were few-
er fans in the stands this 
year due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, fans were around 
every corner at the Grant 
County 4-H Fair cooling off 
animals and people in the 
hot July weather.

The fair week began Mon-
day when the temperature 
was a high of 94 degrees, 
rather than its usual start 
date in mid-June.

However, this year’s Grant 
County 4-H Fair was a 
success despite the unique 

challenges, according to 
Kris Goff, the Grant County 
Purdue Extension 4-H Youth 
Extension Educator.

“Everybody worked real-
ly well with (the heat),” she 
said. “We knew it was that 
time of year where it was 
going to be hot and pretty 
much everybody, and the an-
imals, did pretty well.”

Only family and close 
friends of the 4-H partici-
pants were invited to attend 
the animal shows and pre-
sentations this year, Goff 
said.

City awards citizens for heroism following house fire
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

At Tuesday’s Marion City 
Council meeting, the Mari-
on Fire Department (MFD) 
honored two citizens who 
sprung into action to pull a 
man from a house fi re.

MFD Chief Paul David 
awarded brothers Trevion-
te Smith and Marcus Har-
vey Citizens Life Saving 
Awards, “in recognition 
of your selfl ess and coura-
geous act of rendering aid 
in a sudden and unexpect-
ed situation which resulted 

in preservation of a life.”
Smith and Harvey re-

counted the events of the 
afternoon of June 21 to 
council. The brothers were 
driving back from run-
ning an errand when they 
smelled smoke and found 
the home at 3021 S. Adams 
St. was on fi re.

Smith said while some 
people had gathered and 
were recording the fi re on 
their phones, he and Har-
vey immediately went to-
ward the house to see what 
was going on and heard a 
man moaning inside.

“When they pulled up, 
people were standing out-
side with their cell phones, 
fi lming,” David said. 
“These two didn’t do that. 
They didn’t even think of a 
cell phone as far as I know. 
They went in there, took 
care of business and got 
out.”

Harvey advised Smith 
not to break a window be-
cause it sounded like the 
man inside was nearby, so 
instead Smith kicked the 
door open.

“It blew me away from the 
door, so I turned around, 

took my shirt off,” Smith 
said. “And now there’s a 
whole bunch of smoke, fi re 
and smoke, so when you 
look in the house all you 
can see is the fi rst step be-
cause it’s full of smoke. So 
I said I can’t see, but keep 
talking to me, keep talking 
to me.”

Smith said he eventual-
ly ran into the man inside 
and began dragging him 
outside the home, and Har-
vey helped drag the man to 
the grass to await medical 

Commissioners 
approve IT 
COVID-19 
expenses

By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Grant County Commis-
sioners approved a variety 
of agreements and purchas-
es at its regular meeting 
Monday.

Commissioners approved 
a $10,827.98 expense 
from the IT department for 
equipment that will allow 
the county courts to oper-
ate jury selection remotely 
outside of the courthouse to 
maintain COVID-19 guide-
lines.

IT department expenses 
of $6,060 for six addition-
al HP laptops for county 
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Fourteen-year-old Lucy Lopez competes in the Grant County 4-H 
2020 Swine Show on Tuesday.


