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By RICK CALLAHAN
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — An 
Indiana man charged in his 
young granddaughter’s fa-
tal fall from a cruise ship’s 
open window in Puerto 
Rico agreed to plead guilty 
in her July 2019 death, ex-
plaining that he was doing 
so “to try to help end part 
of this nightmare for my 
family.”

Salvatore “Sam” Anello, 
who was holding Chloe 
Wiegand when she slipped 
from his grasp and fell 
about 150 feet to her death 
from an open 11th-fl oor 
window on Royal Carib-
bean Cruises ship, fi led 
change of plea documents 
Monday in a Puerto Rico 
court in which he agreed 
to plead guilty to a negli-
gent homicide charge in the 
18-month-old’s death, said 
the family’s attorney, Mi-
chael Winkleman.

Under the plea agree-
ment, Anello wouldn’t 
serve time behind bars and 
would serve his probation 
in Indiana, Winkleman said 
Wednesday, adding that a 
hearing in which a judge 
would consider the plea 
hadn’t been scheduled.

“I took a plea deal today 
to try to help end part of 
this nightmare for my fam-
ily, if possible,” Anello, of 
Valparaiso, said in his state-
ment. “The support they 
continue to give me has 
been beyond overwhelm-
ing and I can’t tell you how 
grateful I am for them.”

Anello, 51, has insisted 
that he did not know the 
window was open when 
he lifted Chloe up to it, 
saying he did so to allow 
her to bang on the glass 
like she did at her broth-
er’s hockey games. He 
told “CBS This Morning” 
in November that he was 
trying to stand Chloe on 
the window’s railing when 
she fell out of the window. 
He also said he is color-
blind and that may be why 
he didn’t realize the tinted 
window was open.
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MCS proposes $1.3 million project

By SAMANTHA OYLER
soyler@chronicle-tribune.com

Renovation plans are con-
tinuing at Marion Com-
munity Schools (MCS), as 
offi cials announced a $1.3 
million project at the regu-
lar board meeting Tuesday.

Assistant Superinten-
dent for Business Affairs 
and Chief Financial Offi -
cer Bob Schultz said the 
project would replace the 

HVAC systems in building 
six at Marion High School, 
which houses the audito-
rium and fi ne arts classes, 
and do similar HVAC and 
infrastructure work at Allen 
Elementary School.

Schultz said that the sys-
tem in the high school was 
supposed to be replaced 
years ago.

“We’re anxious to get 
these things taken care of 
because most of this equip-
ment has reached the end of 
its life,” he said.

The project, dubbed Con-
struction Project 2B, falls 
in line with two other proj-
ects totaling approximate-
ly $10 million that MCS 

is currently pursuing, like 
equipping buildings with 
LED lights and updating 
heating and ventilation sys-
tems throughout the corpo-
ration, according to Schul-
tz.

Schultz said the latest 
project has been separated 
from the other two ongo-
ing projects because the 
corporation will be using 
money from “idle funds” to 
fi nance it, rather than sell-
ing bonds, which involves 
different legal procedures.

He said this prevents the 
corporation from going 
into debt for this particular 
project.

Schultz said the other 

two projects will create a 
tax rate increase of up to 
$31.81 for every $100,000 
of home valuation, al-
though the rate could in-
crease by less depending 
on property tax caps.

As for the idle funds, 
Schultz said an audit re-
vealed that a number of 
funds had gone unused for 
fi ve years or more.

He said the largest fund 
was from a 2013 settlement 
of a federal securities fraud 
lawsuit involving the Indi-
ana State Teachers Associ-
ation.

According to Schultz, the 
other funds were signifi -
cantly smaller.

While he’s unsure why 
these funds went untouched 
for so long – the funds have 
been idle since before he 
took the position – Schultz 
said the corporation has not 
had the opportunity to use 
the funds until now because 
there haven’t been any ma-
jor projects in recent years.

Schultz said offi cials plan 
to start the project this 
summer, wrapping up in 
the fall.

“The nice part about this 
is that we don’t have to dis-
rupt the education process,” 
he said, explaining the 
work could be done during 
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Indiana Wesleyan University Honors College students attend the Ash Wednesday service at Gethsemane Episcopal Church as a field 
trip for a class called “What is Beauty?” Most of the students said they had never attended an Ash Wednesday service before.

Local DAR 
hopes to 
grow 
chapter in 
110th year
By LEEANN DOERFLEIN
ldoerfl ein@chronicle-tribune.com

Marion women have been 
honoring their ancestors 
through Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) 
for 110 years.

Marion Regent Ruthann 
Sumpter, an eight-year mem-
ber, said the General Francis 
Marion chapter has continued 
the same mission to help vet-
erans of today and yesterday 
through volunteer work and 
education initiatives. Today 
the chapter has 60 members, 
with about 30 members who 
are very active.

Like many women, Sue Sue-
ver, a member since 1977, has 
stayed involved over the years 
because of her passion for 
America, veterans and enjoy-
ment of fellowship with the 
group.

Suever said the many 
time-tested traditions like 
throwing parties for veterans, 
volunteering at the local Vet-
eran’s Affairs Medical Center, 
working with JROTC, making 
care packages, going to pa-
rades, laying wreaths at cem-
eteries, giving out scarves in 
the winter and more are still 
going strong.

To take the organization into 
the future, members are now 
hoping to expand into new 
territory and attract younger 
faces.

“We have been around for 
110 years and it amazes me 
how few people know about 
us,” Sumpter said. “That’s part 
of my goal as regent – to get 
our name out there.”

The newest member of the 
Marion chapter, Kaity Jack-
son, 27, also has the distinc-
tion of being the millionth 

Ash Wednesday services begin Lenten season

By JAYLAN MILLER

While churches across 
Grant County began ob-
serving Lent yesterday, Ash 
Wednesday, many of them 
practice a bit differently 
from one another.

Pierce Church in Upland, 
St. Paul Catholic Parish in 
Marion and Gethsemane 
Episcopal Church in Marion 
each held Ash Wednesday 
services yesterday.

“Ash Wednesday is the 
beginning of Lent, 40 days 
of fasting, preparing for the 
celebration of Christ’s resur-
rection, Easter,” said Father 
Christopher Roberts of St. 
Paul. “We engage in acts of 
prayer, extra prayer, giving 
to the poor and fasting, or 
obtaining from something 
that is a legitimate pleasure.”

During each of these ser-
vices, church leaders placed 
ashes on the foreheads of the 

members of the church.
“Ashes are a sign through-

out the Bible of repentance,” 
Roberts said. “It is a recog-
nition that all of us are going 
to die and return to dust. It’s 
also a way to contemplate 
our mortality and how we 
are living in this life to pre-
pare ourselves for the next.”

The service at Pierce 
Church consisted of poetry, 
music, painting and lots of 
silence for refl ection.

“(Ash Wednesday) is the 
intentional time set apart to 
become aware of our human-
ity and the ways that we are 
separated from God,” said 
Hope Brown, the church’s 
director of connections and 
the service organizer. “(We) 
meditate on those things, but 
not just just for the fact of 
meditating on how sinful we 
are, but to make us aware of 
our need for God.”

Gethsemane held two Ash 
Wednesday services, which 
included traditional Episco-
pal liturgy, communion and 

the installation of ashes.
“I like to think of (Lent) as 

something that we’re doing 
together,” said Rev. Min-
dy Hancock, the priest at 
Gethsemane. “There can be 
a little bit of an unhealthy 
overthinking about things, 
like ‘What do I give up?’ or 

‘Am I doing it right?’ or ‘I’m 
so sinful.’ In order to counter 
that, I like to think of Lent as 
something we do together.”

Gethsemane will practice 
fasting together, as well as 
breaking their fast together 

MCT’s Young Actors with a Cause present ‘The Miracle Worker’
By JAYLAN MILLER

The Marion Civic Theatre 
Young Actors with a Cause 
are bringing a familiar story 
to life this weekend.

Written by William Gib-
son in 1959, “The Miracle 
Worker” tells the story of 
Annie Sullivan and her stu-
dent, blind and mute Helen 
Keller.

Annie Sullivan works tire-
lessly to teach young Helen 
Keller how to communicate, 
until she fi nally utters the 
word “water.”

“I really love Helen 
Keller,” said Brandon Du-
bois, the director of the 
show. “She beat every ob-
stacle that she came across.”

Dubois is a 2016 graduate 
of Oak Hill. He works with 

adults with disabilities in 
Anderson at the Hopewell 
Center and also participates 
in productions at Ander-
son’s Mainstage Theatre.

Dubois said he chose this 
play because it is education-
al and historical.

“On top of Helen, Annie 
Sullivan is such an inspira-
tion. She never gave up even 
when the Kellers told her to 
sit back when they got Hel-
en to be quiet, which is all 
the Kellers really wanted. 
Annie was like, ‘No, this 
girl can learn.’”

The show is full of move-
ment, mostly Helen’s vio-
lent tantrums.

The actress playing Helen 
is 9-year-old Zoe Ratliff.

See DAR, page A7
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Mindy Hancock reads from the King James Bible during the Ash 
Wednesday service at Gethsemane Episcopal Church. Hancock 
said she will be wearing purple during the Lent season, an Epis-
copal tradition.
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Zoe Ratliff (left) and Madison Ratliff (right) rehearse for “The Miracle Worker” on Wednesday evening.See MCT, page A7
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