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ISDH reports 12 
Hoosier deaths, 
365 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases

INDIANAPOLIS — 
The Indiana State Depart-
ment of Health (ISDH) 
Tuesday reported 107 
new positive cases of 
COVID-19, bringing to 
365 the number of Hoo-
siers diagnosed through 
ISDH, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) and pri-
vate laboratories. Twelve 
Hoosiers have died.

A total of 2,931 tests 
have been reported to 
ISDH to date, up from 
1,960 on Monday.

The complete list of 
counties with cases is 
included in the ISDH 
COVID-19 dashboard at 
www.coronavirus.in.gov.

Leaders holding 
community update

Grant County leaders 
will hold a press con-
ference and community 
update on COVID-19 to-
day, March 25, at noon 
on WSOT TV 27 and 
its cable affi liates. The 
video will also be made 
available for online dis-
tribution. WSOT TV 27 
will then rebroadcast it at 
5:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. 
Wednesday and on Sun-
day, March 29 at 10 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m.

GCSD offering 
online form to 
begin report 
process

The Grant County Sher-
iff’s Department now 
providing an online way 
for residents to begin the 
process of fi ling a police 
report without having 
to send an offi cer to the 
residence at www.bit.ly/
GCSDreport. Through 
this new tool residents 
have the ability to sub-
mit a report and within 
24 hours receive a call or 
email from a deputy.

Please note this is not 
a replacement for calling 
911 for life-threatening or 
public safet emergencies.

As low as 89¢ with
a paid subscription

State sees largest spike in cases

By SAMANTHA OYLER
soyler@chronicle-tribune.com

U.S. Surgeon General Je-
rome Adams warned the na-
tion Monday that the worst 
is yet to come in terms of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“I want Americans to under-
stand. This week, it’s going to 
get bad and we really need to 
come together as a nation,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, we’re 
fi nding out that a lot of people 

think that this can’t happen to 
them.”

The State of Indiana saw the 
largest spike in the number 
of presumptive positive cas-
es, jumping from 259 to 365 
in a single day. The number 
of reported tests have also 
increased, with nearly 1,000 
more tests reported Tuesday 
than on Monday.

Grant County Health Of-
fi cer William David Moore 
said he believes the rapid in-
crease in presumptive positive 
cases is due in part to the vi-
rus spreading and also to the 
amount of tests that have now 
become available.

While Grant County re-
mains at three presumptive 

positive cases, having identi-
fi ed two cases since the fi rst 
case on Friday, Moore said 
that the peak is coming.

“We know it’s going to hap-
pen, and we’re trying to be 
prepared for when it hits,” 
Moore said.

Moore said that healthcare 
systems across the nation, in-
cluding Grant County, are ex-
periencing shortages of Per-
sonal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) and will eventually 
have to tackle the pandemic 
as those on the front lines are 
infected as well.

“I think the entire system 
will be moving people around 
to where they’re most need-
ed,” Moore said.

Marion General Hospital 
(MGH) representative Sar-
ah Evans said the hospital is 
prepared to take care of the 
community, stating that the 
increase in positive cases ap-
plied mainly to Marion Coun-
ty and surrounding areas.

“We are continuing to be 
able to meet our demands 
on a daily basis and there are 
shortages of PPE and we’re 
exploring opportunities to 
continue to utilize our ven-
dors and acquire what’s need-
ed, but right now we’re in an 
OK position,” Evans said.

According to Evans, MGH 
has established a call center 
to help streamline the screen-
ing process and can direct pa-

tients to various facilities.
Evans said that in order 

to concentrate their efforts, 
MGH has reduced the num-
ber of elective surgeries last 
week and reduced the number 
of lab and radiology loca-
tions today, redeploying staff 
throughout the hospital.

“Were cautiously optimistic 
as to being in a position in a 
county that only, as of today, 
has three presumptive posi-
tive cases,” Evans said.

Though Evans said the hos-
pital is “in an okay position” 
in terms of its PPE supply, 
Grant County Emergency 
Management Director Bob 

By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

As the novel coronavirus 
COVID-19 spreads, the de-
mand for Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) for medi-
cal professionals and fi rst re-
sponders is increasing.

“There is a critical shortage 
of PPE for our healthcare 
workers and fi rst respond-
ers,” Bob Jackson, Grant 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency director, said.

Aware of the shortage of 
PPE, Grant County commu-
nity members have moved to 
action.

Gas City resident and for-
mer nurse Tami Corbin began 
sewing masks at her home on 
Sunday and said she would 
continue as long as there is a 
need.

“My heart was hurting for 
all of the healthcare pro-
fessionals that I’m sure are 
working under some extreme 
situations where they didn’t 
have the proper equipment,” 
Corbin said. “We thought 
that might be something we 
could do in a time of crisis to 
help others, in at least a small 
way.”

Corbin, her daughter and 
her 8-year-old granddaugh-
ter have made more than 60 
masks in three days so far.

Corbin said she posted on 
Facebook to ask her friends 
if they knew where there 
was a need in Grant County 
and was told to send them to 
Trans Care Ambulance.

“I said I will just keep sew-
ing, and wherever the need 
is, let them go there,” Corbin 
said.

According to Corbin, the 
homemade cloth masks are 

not nearly as effi cient as the 
N95 respirator masks that 
medical professionals should 
be using, but in a time of cri-
sis, these masks are better 
than nothing.

“This is a last resort. If you 
don’t have access to (PPE), 
you can use this,” Corbin 
said. “I hope they don’t have 
to use these masks and that 
they have the proper equip-
ment to protect themselves 
from the virus.”

While being stuck in her 
home, Corbin said she has 
felt helpless.

“What can you do?” Corbin 
said. “This is our little bit of 
trying to make a difference 
during the crisis.”

Corbin said she is offering 
more than physical protec-
tion for medical profession-
als.

“As I’ve been sewing these, 
I’ve been praying for God to 
protect all of our healthcare 
workers and those people 
that are at risk,” Corbin said. 
“I pray while I make the 
masks that God will protect 
those that are in harm’s way.”

Marion resident Rachel 
Terry began making masks 
on Saturday for her best 
friend, who works as a nurse 
manager for a hospice in 
Florida.

“On Friday, she found out 
she could not order through 
her supplier any more masks 
for her nurses. They are in 
and out of about 180 houses 
a day,” Terry said. “When she 
has all that she needs, I will 
fi nd somewhere else to do-
nate them.”

Terry and her 9-year-
old daughter have sent 36 

State wants 
Carmack 
case to stay 
in county
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

The prosecution for the 
state of Indiana is request-
ing Amanda Dawn Car-
mack’s motion for a change 
of venue for her upcoming 
jury trial be denied.

Carmack’s lawyer David 
M. Payne fi led a motion 
for a change of venue on 
March 10, claiming Car-
mack is unable to receive 
a fair trial in Grant County 
because of “Public hostil-
ity against the Defendant; 
Public outrage over the 
offense; Prejudicial news 
reporting or editorializing 
which castigates the defen-
dant; (and) A social media 
(internet) petition request-
ing that the State seek the 
death penalty.”

Carmack is facing charges 
of murder, neglect of a de-
pendent resulting in death, 
domestic battery death to a 
person under 14 and stran-
gulation in connection with 
the death of 10-year-old 
Skylea Carmack of Gas 
City.

In a March 19 objection 
and response to the change 
of venue motion, Grant 
County Deputy Prosecut-
ing Attorney Scott J. Hunt 
said Indiana law states any 
request for a change of ven-
ue should be fi led within 30 
days of the initial hearing. 
Since Carmack’s request 
came 153 days past the 
deadline, Hunt argued the 
request should be denied.

Payne stated in his motion 
that while he is aware the 
request for venue change 
comes well after the 30-day 
limit, Carmack’s defense 
was not made aware of an 
online Change.org peti-
tion requesting Prosecu-
tor Rodney Faulk seek the 
death penalty in the case 
until Feb. 17. The petition 
has more than 3,100 sig-
natures, and Payne stated 
knowledge of the petition 
changed the defense’s view 
on whether a fair trial was 
possible in Grant County.

Hunt said in his response 
that the law does allow a 
change of venue to be re-
quested if new discovery 
comes to light and certain 
requirements are met, but 
he claims Carmack’s de-
fense did not meet those 
requirements.

The response also states 
Carmack’s request does not 
allege specifi c facts that 
would rise to the level of 
justifying a change in ven-
ue request and “relies upon 
bald assertions” of public 
hostility and outrage.

Payne asserted in a 

Locals supply 
masks during 
PPE shortage

Ole Miss tabs Buresh as next football coach
By SCOTT HUNT
shunt@chronicle-tribune.com

Mississinewa High School 
has its new varsity 
football coach, and 
it’s someone who 
has a little familiar-
ity with the program 
and Grant County.

Kyle Buresh, a 
LaPorte, Indiana-na-
tive and 2011 gradu-
ate of Franklin Col-
lege, was approved by the 
Mississinewa school board 
Monday night to succeed 
Curt Funk as the Indians 
next head coach.

Though his time in Grant 
County was brief, Buresh 
previously served as wide 
receivers coach and passing 

game coordinator for Indi-
ana Wesleyan’s inaugural 
season in 2018. Most re-
cently he coached the wide 

receivers at Denison 
University (Gran-
ville, Ohio) last fall.

All of Buresh’s 
prior coaching ex-
perience has come 
at the collegiate 
level, but he’s look-
ing forward to the 
challenge of direct-

ing the football program at 
Mississinewa.

“Being able to accept the 
position is a different op-
portunity for me that will be 
challenging,” Buresh said 
by phone Tuesday after-
noon. “But also to be a part 
of a phenomenal football 

program that has had a lot of 
success, I’m really excited 
to build off that success and 
to help work to take things 
to the next level.

“I’m a little bit familiar 
with Grant County after liv-
ing there for a year being at 
IWU, enjoyed the area and 
it’s a phenomenal opportu-
nity for me and my family.”

Buresh was one of 15 ap-
plicants for the position, 
according to Mississinewa 
Athletic Director Chanse 
Young. After narrowing 
the list to six, then to two, 
Young said Buresh was able 
to distinguish himself as the 
candidate of choice to the 
hiring committee for differ-
ent reasons.

“I think we felt like we 

had really good candidates 
and we felt like everybody 
we interviewed did a really 
good job,” Young said. “I 
think what pushed coach 
over the top of everybody 
else was his commitment to 
developing a whole person, 
not just football players.

“I think just that idea of 
building the whole person, 
his experience at the col-
lege level having coached 
various position on each 
side of the ball in successful 
programs were some things 
that helped him jump out 
to the committee,” Young 
added. “Overall what really 
set him apart for us was just 
his demeanor and again his 

Health department: 

more ventilators, 

masks needed. MGH: 

we are prepared
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Callie Powell, 8, sews a mask for local medical professionals 
and first responders.

Dani Terry, 9, sews a mask for local medical professionals and 
first responders.

Gas City resident Nicole Brummett works on making masks for 
local medical professionals and first responders.
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