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MPD investigating 
shooting

Marion Police Depart-
ment (MPD) offi cers are 
investigating a shooting 
that injured a man Friday 
afternoon, according to 
MPD Deputy Chief Ste-
phen Dorsey.

MPD responded to the 
900 block of S. Bran-
son Street on Sept. 5 at 
12:18 p.m. for a report that 
a male had been shot multi-
ple times, Dorsey said.

Offi cers found a 50-year-
old male victim lying on the 
ground reporting that he had 
been shot several times, and 
offi cers provided medical 
care and noted injuries to the 
man’s left leg, left hip and left 
hand, according to reports.

Dorsey said the victim 
was transported to Marion 
General Hospital and later 
airlifted to a Fort Wayne 
hospital and is reported 
to have sustained non-life 
threatening injuries.

Police searching the area 
located blood behind a res-
idence in the 1000 block of 
S. Branson Street. Based on 
the fi nding, a search warrant 
was obtained and executed 
and offi cers collected evi-
dence believed to be part of 
the shooting, Dorsey said.

The investigation is ac-
tive, Dorsey said.

Man injured from 
self-inflicted 
gunshot wound

Marion Police Depart-
ment (MPD) offi cers Fri-
day responded to Marion 
General Hospital (MGH) 
at approximately 3:26 p.m. 
for a report of a self-infl ict-
ed gunshot injury, accord-
ing to MPD Deputy Chief 
Stephen Dorsey.

A 34-year-old male victim 
reported he was returning a 
.22 caliber semiautomatic 
handgun to its owner. While 
standing outside a vehicle 
holding the gun, the gun dis-
charged and injured his left 
leg, according to reports.

The man drove himself to 
MGH for medical treatment 
and was later transferred to 
a Fort Wayne hospital for 
further care. Dorsey said 
the man is reported to have 
sustained non-life threaten-
ing injuries.
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Gas City man receives 
25 years for child molesting
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

A Gas City man was sen-
tenced to 25 years in prison 
and 10 years of probation 
last week on charges of child 
molesting following a plea 
agreement fi led in February 
2020.

Bradley Allen Scott, 41, of 
Gas City was sentenced in 
Grant County Circuit Court 
to 35 years of incarceration 
for a Level 1 felony charge of 
child molesting, with a max-
imum of 25 years executed 
and the remaining 10 years 
suspended to formal super-
vised probation, according to 

court documents.
He was also sentenced to 

six years of prison time for 
a Level 4 felony charge of 
child molesting which will 
run concurrently, or at the 
same time, to the 25 years 
served for the fi rst charge, 
according to the plea agree-
ment.

Additional charges of crim-
inal confi nement with bodily 
injury, a Level 5 felony; op-
erating a vehicle with alcohol 
equivalent between 0.08 and 
0.15 and leaving the scene of 
an accident, misdemeanors; 
resisting law enforcement 
with a vehicle and criminal 
recklessness committed with 

a deadly weapon, Level 6 
felonies, were all dismissed 
as part of the plea agreement, 
court records state.

According to information 
fi led with the court, Scott, who 
was 39 at the time, intentional-
ly engaged in sexual conduct 
with a juvenile victim on or 
about June 28, 2018.

An amended plea agree-
ment was fi led Feb. 7, 2020, 
with the sentencing hear-
ing originally scheduled for 
April 17. After being re-
scheduled several times, the 
sentencing hearing was held 
Sept. 1.

As a condition of proba-
tion, Scott must successful-

ly complete sex offender’s 
counseling and may not have 
any contact with the victim 
or unsupervised contact with 
any child under the age of 18, 
the plea agreement states.

Upon release from prison, 
Scott must also go through 
an alcohol and drug assess-
ment and pay a $400 fee for 
the program and must also 
pay all other costs within one 
year of release, according to 
court documents.

By statute, Scott is deter-
mined to be a sexually vi-
olent predator and will be 
required to register as a sex 
offender for life, the plea 
agreement states.
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The 1920 Gallery at Indiana Wesleyan University is currently displaying the bright and bold canvas and tapestry works of local artist 
Tashema Davis.

Community 
service, new 
equipment 
proposed 
to improve 
city court 
operations
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

As Marion City Council 
looks further into possibly 
eliminating Marion City 
Court, offi cials discussed 
ways to make the court run 
more effi ciently and bring 
more value to the city.

At last week’s department 
budget hearing, Council 
President Deborah Cain 
asked Judge Jason McVick-
er if the court could put a 
stronger focus on making 
community service a part of 
sentencings.

McVicker said most plea 
agreements he was part of as 
the court’s prosecutor before 
becoming judge involved 
community service elements 
to give offenders “skin in 
the game” and investment 
in their community both to 
provide accountability and 
to literally repair things that 
were broken in certain cases. 
Pleas coming before him as 
judge don’t usually include 
community service now, and 
McVicker said he can only 
accept or reject the agree-
ments.

“That hasn’t happened 
since I’ve been Marion 
City Court judge,” he said 
of community service el-
ements. “Reasons why, I 
don’t know the answer to. 
That would be a question for 
the prosecutor’s offi ce, but I 
think that getting that back is 
important.”

Probation Offi cer Brent 
Harshman said communi-
ty service was an aspect of 
most probation cases when 
McVicker was the court’s 
prosecutor, but eventually 
they ran into the problem 
that there were not enough 
organizations willing to put 
in the time and effort to su-
pervise large numbers of in-
dividuals serving.

“We would send people 
to churches, we would send 
people to the humane soci-
ety, to nonprofi t organiza-
tions and then eventually we 
would get to the point where 
people wouldn’t show up, 
wouldn’t do what they were 
supposed to or they were 

Davis showcases ‘38’ at IWU’s 1920 Gallery

By ANNIKA PETERSON
GrantConnected.net

Local artist and Marion High 
School art teacher Tashema Da-
vis is currently showcasing her 
collection titled “38” at Indiana 
Wesleyan University’s (IWU) 
1920 Gallery.

“The 38th year of my life is 
when I decided I am an artist,” 
Davis said at the gallery’s fi rst 
artist talk of the fall semester 
Sept. 4. “I’m a professional art-
ist.”

Davis’ canvas and tapestry 
paintings of nature and her mul-
tiple self-portraits capture the 
beauty of bright colors, bold 

Marion alumni game a hit for past and future Giants
By SCOTT HUNT
shunt@chronicle-tribune.com

Nearly 50 years of Mar-
ion High School baseball 
was represented on Sat-
urday for the inaugural 
Giants’ alumni game held 
inside of Dick Lootens 
(football) Stadium.

The brainchild of current 
Giants’ coach, Mark Fa-
gan, the alumni game was 
put together fairly quick-
ly to help raise money for 
Marion’s baseball pro-
gram. And by that end, it 
was successful in raising 
$3,500.

But the smiles and laugh-
ter shared among the near-
ly 50 players and coaches 
said the game was more 
than just a fundraising 
event.

“When all this started 
with COVID, I wasn’t 
sure how this was going 
to transpire. I wasn’t sure 
interest would be there. 
I just didn’t know,” said 
Darrell Wisser, a former 

assistant coach under leg-
endary Mel Wysong and 
teacher in Marion Commu-
nity Schools for 40 years. 
“When you started think-
ing about all the guys that 
have come through, you’ve 
been a big part of their life 
and they’ve been a big part 
of mine, I’m really glad I 
did come down and made 
the effort. … It’s been a 
good time.”

Wisser traveled back to 
Marion on Saturday from 
his Mishawaka-area home 
to reminisce, reunite and 
help in the fundraising ef-
fort while being the man-
ager for the Gold Team, 
who ultimately topped the 
Purple Team, 18-17.

“Talking old stories with 
a lot of these guys I had in 
that 10, 15, 20-year range 
(as coach), they remember 
stories about me that I have 
a hard time remembering,” 
Wisser said. “Some of it 
funny, some of it from 
when I seriously had to get 
on them because I thought 

they were relaxing a little 
bit and not giving it what 
I thought they should have 
been or what they were 
capable of giving. It was 
great hearing those stories 
and just seeing those guys. 
Some of them are still in 
pretty good shape.”

The Purple Team was 
led by another Giant leg-
end, once great pitcher and 
coach Charlie Arrendale, 
from Marion’s Class of 
1967. Arrendale shared the 
dugout, like Wisser, un-
der Wysong and with Jack 
Colescott.

Arrendale also spent a 
few years as head coach 
for Marion. He echoed 
some of the same senti-
ments about the alumni 
game as did Wisser.

“A childhood friend on 
mine I got to coach with in 
Mel,” Arrendale said as he 
recalled some of his favor-
ite memories of coaching. 
“Having Darrell Wisser 
and Jack Colescott, to be 
able to coach with those 

guys was really great. 
Some of the outstanding 
players that came through, 
especially someone like 
Tommy Pearce who hit 50 
home runs for his career, 
and 21 for a season.

“There are teams that 
don’t hit 20 home runs 
for a season. I don’t know 
that Marion has hit 50 
since (Pearce) graduated 
in (19)98. We hit 68 (in a 
season),” Arrendale con-
tinued. “Those kinds of 
things, that’s what stick 
with me. Then some of 
the great kids and the fun 
it was to coach them. Even 
to be around them when 
we weren’t in season, they 
were great kids and a lot of 
fun. It’s stuff that I remem-
ber clearly to this day.”

Arrendale’s 1998 Giants’ 
are still the record hold-
er for most home runs in 
a season with the 68. And 
Pearce, who provided a 
nostalgic home run on 

Tashema Davis talks with an attendee of her artist talk at the 1920 Gallery Sept. 4.

Upland Labor 
Day Festival 
celebrates 
successful year
By MATTHEW SHARP
msharp@chronicle-tribune.com

The goal this year was to 
return the Upland Labor Day 
Festival to previous glory. 
Despite diffi culties that had 
never been seen before, of-
fi cials said the festival took 
a step in the right direction.

The 74th annual Labor Day 
festival had to overcome the 
challenges presented by the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic, and event organizer 
Cindy Wright said the only 
way to do so was with the 
support and cooperation of 
people within the commu-
nity.

“I think they did fi ne,” 
Wright said. “People wore 
masks that wanted to wear 
masks. I don’t think there 
were any problems. I didn’t 
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