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Police: Man 
steals vehicle 
with baby inside

A Marion man is facing 
several charges including 
neglect of a dependent and 
vehicle theft after report-
edly stealing a vehicle with 
a baby in the backseat ear-
ly Saturday morning.

According to a Grant 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment (GCSD) report, a fe-
male victim fl agged down 
a GCSD deputy that was 
parked at Circle K, 209 W. 
38th St. in Marion, at ap-
proximately 12:17 a.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 15.

The victim told the depu-
ty her vehicle had just been 
stolen with her 1-year-old 
child inside, according to 
the report.

Offi cers stopped the vehi-
cle in the area of 4600 S. 
Western Ave., according 
to the report. The driver, 
Daniel Wayne Darnell, 
32, of Marion, reportedly 
smelled of alcohol and was 
slurring his words, the re-
port states.

Darnell reportedly would 
not consent to a chemical 
test and a search warrant 
for his blood was obtained, 
police said. He also report-
edly told police he was un-
aware there was a child in 
the vehicle, according to 
the report.

Darnell was booked into 
the Grant County Jail on 
Feb. 15 on charges of ne-
glect of a dependent, theft 
between $750 and $50,000 
in value, both Level 6 felo-
nies, criminal recklessness 
and unauthorized entry of a 
motor vehicle in commis-
sion of a crime, both Class 
A misdemeanors, accord-
ing to jail records.

He was released from 
the Grant County Jail on 
a $605 bond the same day, 
jail records state.

No injuries were reported 
in the incident, according 
to the report.

– Tim Tedeschi
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Head trauma leads to death 

By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

A Marion man is dead af-
ter suffering trauma to the 
head in a suspected battery 
Saturday, according to the 
Marion Police Department.

MPD Deputy Chief Ste-
phen Dorsey confi rmed 
Monday evening that 
Odale Cobb, 38, died early 

Monday morning at a Fort 
Wayne hospital. Cobb was 
initially listed as in stable 
but critical condition as of 
Sunday afternoon, accord-
ing to Dorsey.

In a news release issued 
Sunday, Dorsey said Cobb 
reportedly called 911 at ap-
proximately 9:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 15 and re-
ported he was bleeding and 
needed help. Police and 
emergency personnel were 
dispatched to a residence 
at the 400 block of W. 29th 
Street and found Cobb con-
scious but lying on the fl oor 
and bleeding, according to 
Dorsey.

Responding offi cers ap-

plied medical aid to sta-
bilize the uncontrollable 
bleeding wound to the back 
of Cobb’s head, accord-
ing to Dorsey, and medical 
personnel later determined 
Cobb sustained a blunt 
force laceration to the back 
of his head.

Cobb was initially trans-
ported to Marion General 
Hospital via ambulance 
and was later transported 
to a hospital in Fort Wayne 
for further treatment, Dors-
ey said. Police executed 
a search warrant for the 
residence in an attempt to 
locate possible evidence, 
according to police.

Offi cers responded to 

the same residence earlier 
that day at approximately 
3:16 p.m. Saturday for a 
welfare check on the indi-
viduals that reside in the 
home, Dorsey said. Cobb 
and a 40-year-old woman 
told police at that time that 
they had been in an argu-
ment but were “fi ne,” ac-
cording to reports.

Dorsey said offi cers had 
noticed blood on the fl oor 
of the residence when re-
sponding in the afternoon, 
with the woman stating 
Cobb had fallen. Both 
Cobb and the woman were 
reportedly intoxicated and 
uncooperative with offi -
cers, according to Dorsey.

Police questioned the 
woman again when they re-
turned in the evening, and 
she stated that she found 
Cobb lying on the fl oor 
when she arrived back at the 
house, according to Dorsey.

“(The woman) and Cobb 
were very intoxicated 
which made it hard for po-
lice to obtain factual infor-
mation,” Dorsey said.

The case is active with 
the criminal investigations 
division handling further 
investigations into the inci-
dent, Dorsey said.

The Chronicle-Tribune 
will update this story as 
more information becomes 
available.
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Elementary students from around the region sing a song during the Circle the State with Song concert at Marion High School 
Saturday.

Board of 
Works 
reviews 
neighborhood 
ordinance

By SAMANTHA OYLER
soyler@chronicle-tribune.com

The City of Marion’s 
Board of Public Works and 
Safety (BOW) met Monday 
to discuss the Neighborhood 
Preservation Ordinance and 
adopt it into the board’s 
manual.

Marion Building Com-
missioner Jerry Foustnight 
stated that multiple parties, 
including the city council, 
building department, health 
department and a number of 
citizens, were involved in the 
creation of the ordinance to 
ensure all parties knew what 
it would turn into.

The ordinance will make 
the BOW the go-to entity for 
any individuals who wish to 
appeal any violations from 
the ordinance, according to 
Foustnight.

Foustnight said one major 
portion of the ordinance is 
an annual property registra-
tion list for landlords.

“A lot of times, these are 
property owners or LLCs 
that live out of state. They 
don’t care about Marion, In-
diana. … We really had no 
way to get a hold of these 
property owners,” Foust-
night said.

In the past, Foustnight said 
attempts to reach out to prop-
erty owners didn’t work.

The ordinance mandates 
anyone who owns a prop-
erty and lives outside of the 
area must designate a “prop-
erty maintenance individu-
al” who is at least 21 years 
old, lives within 30 miles 
of Marion and has a current 

Local singers Circle the State with Song

By LEEANN DOERFLEIN
ldoerfl ein@chronicle-tribune.com

Choir boys and girls from 
around the region gathered 
at Marion High School to 
Circle the State with Song 
on Saturday.

About 420 singers from 
elementary and junior high 
schools in Adams, Grant, 
Huntington, Kosciusko, 
Wabash, Wells and Whitley 
counties came together for a 
day fi lled with practice and 
growth in song. The festival, 
as the name suggests, is held 
statewide. This year, about 
5,000 students will gather 
at different sites Feb. 15 and 
March 7 for the events.

McCulloch Junior High 
Choral Director Christina 
Hale was the junior high 
coordinator for the event, 
while Aeron Kincaid, a 

choral director with Oak Hill 
United School Corporation, 
was the elementary coor-
dinator. Hale said Marion 
Community Schools have 

been involved with the festi-
val for at least 10 years, but 
this was the district’s fi rst 
time to host. The number of 
students has grown over the 

years, along with the number 
of students who return to the 
special choir year after year.

By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

On My Way Pre-K, a 
grant program for low-in-
come families to send their 
4-year-olds to high-quality 
preschool programs, will be 
able to serve more families 
this coming school year due 
to a change in eligibility re-
quirements.

“We’re hoping to extend 
that voucher to families and 
maybe serve the population 
that was missing, the fami-
lies that come in just above 
the poverty level but still 

can’t afford quality child 
care,” Kim Gordon of the 
Indiana Family and Social 
Services Administration 
said. “Hopefully, we can 
just serve more families that 
way.”

On My Way Pre-K will now 
be able to serve a percentage 
of families that come in just 
over the 127 percent pov-
erty level, including those 
that might be receiving sup-
plemental security income 
(SSI) or disability and chil-
dren whose grandparents are 
raising them and who may 
not be working as well.

To be eligible for the On 
My Way Pre-K program, the 
child must be 4 but not yet 
5 years old by Aug. 1, 2020 
and be a resident of Indiana. 

Parents or guardians in the 
household must have a ser-
vice need such as working, 
attending school or job train-
ing.

“Our goal each year is to 
fi ll 100 seats,” Gordon said. 
“We’ve hit our goal every 
year in Grant County, and 
last year we exceeded our 
goal.”

Last year, Gordon said On 
My Way Pre-K served 116 
children in Grant County 
due to the generosity of the 
Grant County United Way.

“(Alicia Hazelwood, exec-
utive director of the Grant 
County United Way) just 
said we’re not going to turn 
a child away,” Gordon said.

Purdue says 
tuition freeze will 
continue for 2021

WEST LAFAYETTE 
(AP) — Purdue Univer-
sity’s tuition freeze will 

See SCOOP, page A2

Marion PD 
investigates 
suspected battery 
over weekend

Marion High School 
hosts choral festival

Scott Buchanan conducts as middle schoolers from across the region join together at the Circle the 
State with Song concert Saturday at Marion High School.

See SINGERS, page A7

Additional 
property added to 
demolition list

Applications 
for next year 
released in March
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Mayor Jess Alumbaugh plays with the children at Westminster 
Preschool on Friday, Feb. 14.

On My Way Pre-K expands eligibility

See PRE-K, page A7
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