
SUMMER CAMPS
You camp opportunities are quickly approaching.

>> Sports, A5

F R I D AY,  J U LY  1 0 ,  2 0 2 0

WWW.CHRONICLE-TRIBUNE.COM S e r v i n g  G r a n t  C o u n t y  s i n c e  1 8 6 7 . $2

Classifi ed, A6

Comics, A4

Crossword, A4

Obituaries, A3

Sports, A5

Weather, A2

Inside

Today’s weather

Showers
83
67

Scrapbook:
Last July 10:
High: 92
Low: 69

Inside:
More weather, Page A2

Follow us on:

www.facebook.com/
chronicletribune

@Marion_CT

On My Way Pre-K 
spots available

Seats are still available in 
Grant County On My Way 
Pre-K programs for this 
fall, according to United 
Way of Grant County Ex-
ecutive Director Alicia Ha-
zelwood. Children must be 
4 years old by Aug. 1 and 
families must meet other 
eligibility requirements 
for the program. Families 
can apply online at www.
onmywayprek.org and call 
800-299-1627 for more in-
formation.

State’s Rental 
Assistance Portal 
to go live July 13

The Indiana Housing 
and Community Develop-
ment Authority (IHCDA) 
reminds Hoosiers that the 
state’s Rental Assistance 
Portal will be available be-
ginning Monday, July 13 at 
9 a.m. The application can 
be found by visiting www.
indianahousingnow.org.

“The application portal 
is designed to help Indiana 
renters adversely affect-
ed by COVID-19 living 
outside of Marion County 
avoid eviction by connect-
ing them with programs 
that can help them cover 
monthly rent payments or 
past due rent,” said Indi-
ana Lt. Governor Suzanne 
Crouch, who serves as 
board chair of IHCDA.

Last month, Gov. Eric J. 
Holcomb announced $25 
million in relief for rent-
ers through the COVID-19 
Rental Assistance Pro-
gram. This, combined with 
other funding sources in-
cluding the Emergency 
Solutions Grant (ESG), 
will provide Hoosier rent-
ers that have been affected 
by COVID-19 with a vari-
ety of resources after they 
have applied through the 
Rental Assistance Portal.

Hoosiers that are home-
less, in a housing crisis or 
in need of immediate as-
sistance should call 2-1-1 
and ask to connect with a 
navigator.

Homeowners in need 
of assistance paying their 
mortgage payment should 
visit: www.877gethope.
org.

As low as 89¢ with
a paid subscription

Activists discuss Black Lives Matter goals
By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Editor’s note: This article is 
part of a week-long series ex-
amining race in Grant County 
through the lenses of history, 
the judicial system, religion, 
activism and law enforcement.

On May 29, 18-year-old 
Trinidad Alfaro and her friend 
Lauren Flynn stood alone on 
the Grant County Courthouse 
Square demanding justice for 
George Floyd, who had been 
killed by police earlier that 
week.

Seven days later, more than 
300 community members 
were following Alfaro and four 
other young women around 
the courthouse, demanding 

change.
“People thought it was going 

to stop and it’s not stopping,” 
she said.

Protestors have been met 
with resistance, Alfaro said.

“Because we’re trying so 
hard, it’s creating more ten-
sion,” she said. “We’re not at-
tacking the community, we’re 
trying to educate the commu-
nity. We’re trying to end a war. 
We’re trying to love and not 
hate. We’re trying so hard to 
remain peaceful. Who doesn’t 
want to fi ght hate with hate? 
That’s the easiest route.”

Torri Williams, local activist 
and pioneer of Marion’s newly 
established Black Lives Matter 
chapter, said community en-
gagement has changed since 

the initial protests.
“People are looking for next 

steps and how to actually effect 
change instead of just showing 
up for an event,” she said. “I 
think the next step is gathering 
information.”

In an effort to gather infor-
mation, Williams created a 
survey for community mem-
bers regarding possible im-
provements to local law en-
forcement, including increased 
community engagement and 
implementation of implicit 
bias and cultural sensitivity 
training.

“There are some pretty easy, 
tangible changes that can hap-
pen,” she said. “I refuse to give 
up on the idea that we can ac-
tually do some stuff together.”

More than 800 community 
members responded to the sur-
vey.

According to Williams, many 
people do not understand what 
the Black Lives Matter (BLM) 
movement stands for.

“It’s a beautiful movement, 
but all you hear is the extreme 
criticism or misinformation,” 
she said. “In order to do this 
work you have to make sure 
you are defi ning what’s hap-
pening or other people will tell 
you what your group is about.”

According to the Black Lives 
Matter Marion Facebook page, 
“Black Lives Matter Marion is 
committed to serving, uplifting 
and building a more just com-
munity. Our work is centered 
on fi ghting against injustices 

committed against Black lives, 
and by extension, all people.”

Williams said the group 
plans to organize events such 
as a canned food drive and oth-
er fundraisers to help those in 
need.

At any local BLM protest, 
you can fi nd Britanni Flowers 
with a megaphone in her hand 
leading protestors in chants 
and sharing her story.

Flowers said she hopes the 
protests motivate law enforce-
ment to require further training 
to protect those with special 
needs from excessive force.

“I have a special needs 
child and that does kind of 
scare me,” she said. “What 
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A Cut Above Tree Service removes a tree near the intersection of Butler Avenue and Indiana 18 Tuesday following the death of 
18-year-old Katie Maynus on June 20.

Gas City 
mourning 
loss of 
police chief 
Eckstein
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Gas City Police Department 
(GCPD) Chief Tim Eckstein 
died Wednesday at Ascension 
St. Vincent Hospital.

Eckstein, 54, likely died of 
natural causes, according to 
the Marion County Coroner. 
He served as a police offi cer 
for approximately 30 years, 
working at the Marion Police 
Department before being hired 
at Gas City in June of 1993.

Gas City Mayor Bill Rock 
said he has known Eckstein 
since their sons played coach’s 
pitch baseball together as kids 
and he has always been a 
“valuable part of this commu-
nity” through the years.

“He was a caring individual. 
He cared about the communi-
ty, he cared about the citizens, 
he cared about keeping peo-
ple safe,” Rock said. “He was 
very intelligent, he was very 
articulate and he would come, 
I mean he would make you 
look at things with vision and 
he will be really, really missed 
by me because I leaned on him 
heavily for his input.”

Rock said Eckstein was not 
afraid to “keep the mayor in 
line” and offer his input and 
opinion on various issues.

“Not only was he our police 
chief, he was a true friend of 
mine that just cared about the 
police department and wanted 
things to go smoothly,” Rock 
said. “We couldn’t have had 
a better chief than what Tim 
was and he will be missed very 
much so in our community. 
I can’t explain how much he 
meant to the citizens here.”

Eckstein loved to fi sh and 
being outdoors, and while he 
always took his duties serious-
ly, Rock said he could always 
lighten up a room and was 
known as a jokester. Rock re-
called this past April Fool’s 
Day when Eckstein asked the 
mayor to tell the city court 
employees they would be in 
charge of the tedious work of 
handling camping and golf cart 

Trees removed near dangerous intersection
By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Three trees at the intersec-
tion of Butler Avenue and In-
diana 18, where a fatal crash 
killed 18-year-old Katie May-
nus on June 20, were removed 
Tuesday.

The Oak Hill student report-
edly disregarded a stop sign 
obstructed by trees when her 
car collided with a semi tractor 
trailer.

“We are so thankful that this 
intersection has been taken 
care of,” said Katie’s parents 
Jami and Dave Maynus in 
a statement. “God has truly 
blessed us with friends and 
family to stand up for us and 
with us in this.”

Shortly after her death, 

Marion General Hospital closes Upland location
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

On Tuesday, Roger Sims 
received his typical email re-
minder that he had an appoint-
ment at Marion General Hos-
pital’s (MGH) Upland Health 
& Diagnostics location the 
next day. When he arrived for 
the appointment Wednesday, 
he was informed his appoint-
ment was canceled because 
MGH was closing the loca-
tion.

“Everybody is like what’s 
happening,” Sims, of Mat-
thews, said. “Everybody is 
asking what’s going on ... It’s 
still so strange.”

In a press release issued 
Wednesday afternoon, MGH 
stated it has suspended ser-
vices at the Upland location, 
1809 S. Main St., effective 
July 9. Sarah Evans of MGH 
said the location is closing be-

cause Dr. Shannon Riegle and 
Dr. Helen Riegle, the primary 
care providers who practiced 
there, “are no longer employ-
ees of Marion General Hospi-
tal.”

In addition to the two gen-
eral practitioners, the Upland 
location also held outpatient 
diagnostic laboratory, radiolo-
gy and rehabilitation services. 
In the press release, MGH 
states laboratory services are 
still available at the Gas City, 
South Marion, 330 Building 
and Northwood locations, and 
radiology and rehabilitation 
are also available at the North-
wood location.

Evans said Sandy Wright, the 
nurse practitioner who worked 
at the Upland Clinic location 
and also worked at the Taylor 
University Student Center, 
has been relocated to MGH’s 
Gas City location, and other 
primary care providers are be-

ing additionally scheduled in 
Gas City “to better serve our 
patients.” Other MGH staff 
members who worked in Up-
land will be relocated to Gas 
City and the hospital’s main 
campus, she said.

When asked why patients 
like Sims were not notifi ed of 
the plan to close the Upland lo-
cation, Evans said all patients 
will be notifi ed by mail in the 
coming days and patients with 
scheduled appointments were 
contacted by phone “as soon 
as the circumstances allowed 
us to notify them.”

Sims, who had a scheduled 
appointment, said as of Thurs-
day morning he had not re-
ceived a phone call from MGH 
and has heard from at least 
three other neighbors that they 
have not been contacted either.

Sims said setting aside the 
lack of communication from 
MGH, the fact that there will 

be less access to medical care 
in Upland and the surrounding 
communities is the main prob-
lem the closure creates.

“Whether they’re here or 
there or in space somewhere, 
it doesn’t make any difference. 
What becomes of the people 
in this area who need medical 
care? There’s hardly a doctor 
around here that’s a (general 
practitioner) that will take any 
patients,” Sims said. “So it just 
puts a pretty black eye on the 
community. I mean we’re out 
of luck. We can’t get internet...
the forgotten part of the coun-
ty.”

The Upland location closure 
will also make it more diffi cult 
for Taylor students to receive 
care close to campus, Sims 
said.

“The students after going 
to the campus medical center 
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Gas City Police Chief Tim Eck-
stein speaks in 2017 about 
stepping into the job after the 
retirement of former chief 
Kirk McCollum. Eckstein died 
Wednesday at the age of 54 at 
Ascension St. Vincent Hospital.
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