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Candidate 
� les for primary

The following candidate 
has � led for the 2020 
primary election election, 
according to an unof� cial 
Monday report from Elec-
tion Deputy Nancy Bryant:
■ Democratic State Con-

vention Delegate At-Large: 
Joselyn Whitticker

Indiana House backs 
no test scores in 
teacher evaluations

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Schools would no longer 
be required to use student 
standardized test scores in 
teacher evaluations under 
a bill approved by the 
Indiana House.

The 100-0 vote on 
Monday would repeal a 
state mandate dating from 
a 2011 Republican-driven 
education overhaul that 
school districts incorporate 
those student exam results 
in their teacher evaluations, 
which are used in deter-
mining merit pay raises.

Teachers have long ob-
jected to the requirement, 
and bill sponsor Repub-
lican Rep. Tony Cook of 
Cicero said removing it 
acknowledges the trouble 
with measuring teacher 
effectiveness based on a 
single student exam.

Democrats supported 
the change while arguing 
the requirement should 
never have been adopted 
and was a “false promise” 
that a student test could 
determine who are good 
teachers.

The bill now goes to the 
Senate for consideration.

The action comes as 
lawmakers are also sup-
porting a two-year delay 
on any penalties to schools 
from lower student scores 
on the state’s new ILEARN 
standardized test.

Statewide results for the 
spring 2019 ILEARN exam 
show that 47.9 percent of 
students in grades 3-8 met 
or exceeded pro� ciency 
standards in language arts 
and 47.8 percent met or 
exceeded them in math. 
Those are both more than 
10 percentage points lower 
than the passing rates in 
2018 for the pass or fail 
ISTEP exam.
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DRIBBLE: Third- and fourth-graders go head to head in the Boys and Girls Club’s basketball league.

St. Paul’s to hold discussion on sexual abuse
Following decades of head-

lines about sexual abuse com-
mitted by clergy members in 
the Catholic Church, a Grant 
County parish is holding a 
two-week discussion on the 
issue.

According to BBC News, a 
landmark 2004 church-com-
missioned report said more 
than 4,000 Roman Catholic 
priests in the US had faced 
sexual abuse allegations in 
the previous 50 years, with 
numerous allegations, inves-
tigations and convictions of 
clergy reported since then 
worldwide. More recently, a 
grand jury report in Pennsyl-
vania substantiated that near-
ly 300 priests were involved 
in the sexual abuse of approx-
imately 1,000 children. 

On Jan. 19 and 26 at 11:15 

a.m., Marion’s St. Paul Cath-
olic Church will be hosting 
a book study and discussion 
about “Letter to a Suffering 
Church: A Bishop Speaks on 
the Sexual Abuse Crisis” by 
Bishop Robert Barron.

The discussion is open to 
the public, and participants 
are not required to have read 
the book before the discus-
sions to attend.

“(We’re) trying to point 
Catholics to ways to respond 
to revelations of misbehavior 
by Catholic priests and lack 
of effective action by bish-
ops,” the Rev. Christopher 
Roberts said.

The discussion, which will 
last approximately one hour, 
will be accessible to both 
English and Spanish speak-
ers. The English session will 
be facilitated by seminarian 
Jordan Boone in the McCar-

thy parish hall at 1009 Kem 
Road in Marion, directly be-
hind St. Paul Catholic School.

The Spanish session will be 
facilitated by Roberts in St. 
Paul Catholic School’s � fth-
grade classroom, located on 
the upstairs level.

Word on Fire Catholic Min-
istries says “Letter to a Suf-
fering Church” is for Catho-
lics who are “questioning 
their faith, searching desper-
ately for encouragement and 
hope,” and explains why now 
is not the time to leave (the 
church) but the time to stay 
and � ght.”

Roberts posted a letter to 
St. Paul Catholic Church’s 
website on Jan. 5 express-
ing the importance of taking 
preventative measures to pro-
tect children and reporting all 
abuse to the police with haste. 
In his letter, he especially 

invites people to the book 
study who are struggling in 
the wake of the sexual abuse 
scandals.

“It’s in the news and it’s 
probably not something that’s 
appropriately brought up dur-
ing Sunday service due to the 
mixed age of those present,” 
Roberts said. “But it is some-
thing Catholics are wanting 
to have a format to re� ect on, 
ask questions and to be lis-
tened to.”

These discussions take 
place after the Vatican’s an-
nouncement on Dec. 17 that 
Pope Francis of� cially abol-
ished secrecy rules for cases 
of sexual abuse, enabling 
all members of the Catholic 
Church to share documenta-
tion and other information 
with secular civil authorities.

According to the New York 
Times, critics of the previous 

con� dentiality policies - also 
known as “ponti� cal secrecy” 
- said it was often used to 
“shield priests from criminal 
punishment by the secular au-
thorities.”

The new decree removes 
this con� dentiality in an ef-
fort to prevent concealment 
of sexual abuse crimes in the 
church. It also allows accus-
ers to be updated on the status 
of their cases, according to 
CNN.

The Catholic Church in the 
US has been able to report 
to secular authorities since 
2002, as the US operates un-
der the Dallas Charter by the 
United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. According 
to Denver Catholic, the Dallas 
Charter ensures accountabil-
ity through yearly diocesan 
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Farmers 
remain 
optimistic 
about 2020

It rained more days than 
it was sunny in the � rst half 
of 2019 and farmers lost 
their largest soybean market 
heading into last year’s sea-
son, but despite all of this, 
farmers say they aren’t look-
ing back as they head into 
2020.

Although Hoosier farm-
ers saw one of the top-three 
worst planting seasons on 
record while enduring last 
year’s trade uncertainty, only 
6 percent of farmers faced 
� nancial stress in 2019, ac-
cording to Purdue University 
reports.

Heading into 2020, farm-
ers are optimistic about this 
year according to the most 
recent agriculture barometer 
report by Purdue University, 
but even if planting season 
issues and trade negotiations 
persist, local farmers think 
they can handle whatever 
2020 brings.

“Yes, I think that we can 
(handle it again),” Purdue 
Extension educator Co-
rey Roser said. “While it 
wouldn’t be ideal, I think we 
can do it.”

Roser said the weather 
cooperated at the end of the 
growing season to allow 
yields to rebound, and he 
said it was the unpredictable 
weather that put the most 
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Sentiment holds steady 
after abnormal planing 
season, escalating 
trade war in 2019

Boys and Girls Club 
basketball season tips off

Winter is not just a time for 
holidays, but also a time for 
basketball.

The Boys and Girls Club 
of Grant County started its 
basketball league last week, 
with games scheduled every 
Wednesday and Saturday.

With 14 teams spanning 
grades three through eight, 
the Boys and Girls Club, 
located at 3402 S. Meridian 
St., was packed with players 
and parents this weekend.

Shy-Kell Love sat in the 
bleachers, cheering on her 
two sons, ages 8 and 11, as 
they get back into the swing 
of the season.

With four boys, the oldest 
being 18, Love said she’s 
been involved with the club 
for a while now.

Her youngest son, Cortez 
Love, Jr., often called C.J., 
has been participating in the 
basketball league since he 
was in kindergarten.

Love said her boys have al-
ways been involved in sports, 
usually participating in foot-
ball, baseball and basketball 
throughout the year.

“That’s why we try to keep 
the boys busy, so they stay 
out of the riff-raff,” Love 
said.

As a nurse, Love said she’s 
seen how Marion’s drug epi-
demic can affect people and 

tries to keep her children fo-
cused on sports instead.

Having spent so much time 
at the club, Love said she 
knows most, if not all of the 
children on the teams. Her 
husband is coaching one of 
the teams this year.

Love said she roots for all 
the players as well.

“I cheer for both sides, 
even though my baby’s on 
the yellow team,” she said.

The facility has two basket-
ball courts with games going 
on simultaneously.

While Love moves back 
and forth between games to 
support her sons, she said 
she prefers watching the 
younger kids play because 

it’s less competitive.
Like many other parents, 

Love shouted words of 
praise and encouragement to 
her children as they played.

In the end, 488 Properties 
ended up beating C.J. and his 
team, Team Persinger, 21-16, 
but the kids were happy to 
play.

Chandra Jackson, � lling 
in for 488 Properties’ coach, 
said it can be challenging to 
coach young children.

“There can be a lot of pres-
sure on them,” Jackson said.

But Jackson believes the 
league is about more than 
just the game.

“It’s about love, respect and 
communication,” she said.
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Winter rains cause little damage
If some parts of Grant 

County had been 20 degrees 
colder during the heaviest 
rainfall of the weekend, there 
could be 29 inches of snow 
on the ground right now.

That estimate is based on 
the 2.92-inch reading from a 
point in Grant County three 
miles east of Shamrock Lake 
and the 10:1 ratio of rainfall 
to snowfall commonly used 
by the National Weather Ser-
vice (NWS).

Other NWS readings 
from around Grant Coun-
ty were 2.78 inches at a 
point 5.6 miles northeast 
of Marion, 2.56 inches 2.2 
miles north of Marion and 
1.6 inches at the Marion 
Municipal Airport.

The Mississinewa River 
crested at about 7 a.m. Sun-
day just under � ood stage at 
11.45 feet, according to re-
ports. As of Monday at 1 p.m. 
the river was down to 8.2 feet.

County of� cials and NWS 
Meteorologist Brentley Lo-
thamer said this weekend’s 
heavy rains are uncommon 
but are not unheard of com-
pared with past years.

“It panned out to be pretty 
good rainfall for this time of 
year even though there was 
less rainfall than predicted,” 
Lothamer said. “We don’t 
typically see this type of river 
� ooding event this time of 
year, or these warm tempera-
tures.”

For reference, Lothamer 
said parts of Grant County 
saw more than the average 

rainfall of 2.58 inches for 
the month in one event this 
weekend. However, nowhere 
in the region came anywhere 

close to the 8.12-inch rainfall 
record set in January 2005.

Grant County Emergency 
Management Agency Direc-

tor Bob Jackson said the rain 
was mild, with low-lying areas 
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HIGH WATER: The waters of the Mississenewa River � ow rapidly in Marion as the waters 
crested at 11.45 feet on Sunday morning. 
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