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Second Harvest 
holding tailgate

Second Harvest Food 
Bank will hold a tailgate 
food distribution Tues-
day, Aug. 4 at 10 a.m. at 
Five Points Mall, 1129 N. 
Baldwin Ave. in Marion.

Distribution is while 
supplies last. No IDs, 
proof of address or need 
required. All are wel-
come, regardless of home 
county. Second Harvest is 
requesting that attendees 
only go through the line 
one time.

If you are walking up or 
coming via a vehicle too 
small to carry a load of 
food, please plan to arrive 
an hour after the tailgate 
starts.

For more information, 
visit www.CureHunger.
org.

ISDH updates 
COVID-19 count

The Indiana State De-
partment of Health 
(ISDH) Friday announced 
that 912 additional Hoo-
siers have been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 through 
testing at ISDH, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) 
and private laboratories. 
That brings to 66,154 the 
total number of Indiana 
residents known to have 
the novel coronavirus fol-
lowing corrections to the 
previous day’s dashboard.

A total of 2,765 Hoosiers 
are confi rmed to have died 
from COVID-19, an in-
crease of 19 over the pre-
vious day. Another 200 
probable deaths have been 
reported based on clinical 
diagnoses in patients for 
whom no positive test is 
on record. Deaths are re-
ported based on when data 
are received by ISDH and 
occurred over multiple 
days.
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County teams set to start season next week.
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Local advanced placement students excel

By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Despite the pandemic, 
Grant County students overall 
outperformed past years on 
this year’s AP testing scores.

High school students in 

Advanced Placement cours-
es begin working each fall in 
preparation for the spring ex-
ams which can translate into 
college credits with passing 
scores. Teachers give instruc-
tion all year both on the con-
tent of the exam and specifi c 
strategies for the test itself, but 
those test strategies all went 
out the window when schools 
closed down in March due to 
COVID-19.

While the College Board 
adapted AP tests into shorter 

online exams and changed the 
scope of material that would 
be covered, local high school 
students and teachers were 
hard at work making adjust-
ments of their own.

Marion High School AP bi-
ology teacher Kristi Phillippe 
said before schools closed 
she had a couple more units 
of material to cover, but the 
College Board removed those 
units from the test so she 
could focus mostly on review. 
She met with her students ev-

ery Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday to prepare for the test.

“It wasn’t the same obvious-
ly reviewing at home versus 
at school,” she said. “It was 
hard for students to focus, 
but they obviously persevered 
and pressed through and had 
some really good results.”

Phillippe’s students earned 
an 87.1 percent passing rate, 
higher than the state average 
of 64.6 percent passing and 
the 69 percent global passing 
rate.

“When the scores came out 
and we had 87 percent pass-
ing and only four students out 
of 31 didn’t pass, I was super 
excited and super proud and 
I know my kids worked hard 
all year, not just in March and 
April for that.

Like most tests, the biolo-
gy exam was reduced from 
3.5 hours to 45 minutes and 
was only free response ques-
tions with multiple choice 

By Jaylan Miller / jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Max the dog sits in an empty Eastbrook High School hallway a few days before the first day of school.

M-G gives 
more details 
on re-entry 
plans
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

The Madison-Grant United 
School Corporation is putting 
the fi nishing touches in place 
for preparation of the start of 
school next Friday, Aug. 7.

Superintendent Scott Deetz 
gave the school board an 
overview of the plan and re-
cent updates at the regular 
meeting Monday.

The board approved an up-
date revising the use of mask 
expectations in the plans 
to adhere to Gov. Eric Hol-
comb’s recent executive or-
der. Masks will be required 
for all adults and students 
grades three through 12, and 
teachers and other employees 
in preschool through second 
grade will have the authority 
to require the younger stu-
dents to wear masks in cer-
tain situations like while on 
the bus.

Deetz said the most re-
cent guidance from the state 
advises that if desks are all 
facing the same direction 
and at least three to six feet 
apart, students will be per-
mitted to remove their masks 
during instructional time but 
will be expected to put the 
masks back on if getting up 
and passing other students for 
any reason.

“I don’t think we would 
wish that upon our worst en-
emy, let alone our kiddos,” 
Deetz said of being forced 
to wear a mask for 7 hours 
straight. “We’re trying to cre-
ate an environment that’s still 
encouraging to learn in, let 
alone teach in. That is very 
very clear in the executive 

First school police K-9 joins Eastbrook
By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Students of Eastbrook 
Community Schools will ex-
perience a new normal when 
they return to school on Au-
gust 11.

In addition to face cover-
ings, socially distanced desks 
and assigned seats on the bus, 
students will see a new face in 
the hallways each day.

Max, a fi fteen-month-old 
German Shepherd, will join 
Eastbrook school resource 
offi cer (SRO) Mike Spauld-
ing to add another layer of 
security to the schools, said 
superintendent Brett Garrett.

“(Spaulding) is really a 
wonderful person,” Garrett 
said. “He’s really created and 
cultivated a great relationship 
with our students and staff. 
We’re hoping this only en-
hances that relationship.”

Max is the fi rst police dog to 
work for any school in Grant 
County. The duo completed a 

four-week training in track-
ing and detecting narcotics 
and gunpowder this summer.

According to Garrett, East-
brook schools have conduct-
ed many random drug search-
es since he was hired in 2012, 
and no drugs have been de-
tected during those searches.

Although drugs have not re-
cently been an issue at East-
brook, Spaulding said having 
the K-9 in the buildings might 
deter students from bringing 
drugs or fi rearms to school.

“If you’re going to this 
school and you’re thinking 
about doing something you 
shouldn’t, maybe you’ll think 
twice,” Spaulding said. “It is 
just another tool to help en-
hance safety in the schools 
for the students and staff.”

Max and Spaulding will 
make visits to the high school, 
junior high, and elementary 
schools, completing random 
locker and vehicle sniffs.

In light of recent events, 
Eastbrook High School prin-

cipal Pat McLaughlin said 
the most signifi cant factor in 
bringing Max into the schools 
would be enhancing students’ 
comfortability with their 
SRO.

“I’m sure that there are 
some, just with the way that 
the world is right now, that 
just have an ill feeling to-
wards law enforcement,” 
McLaughlin said. “We’re just 
hoping that we do everything 
we can to make sure kids feel 
comfortable approaching law 
offi cers, especially our SRO.”

Spaulding said he hopes 
Max can bridge the gap for 
students that may be fearful 
of law enforcement.

Max is social, friendly and 
has not been trained in ag-
gression, so Spaulding said 
the students would be able to 
pet him.

Many of the students are 
familiar with Spaulding be-
cause he lives in their com-
munity, has children in three 
Eastbrook schools, and has 

worked in Eastbrook for the 
past four years.

Getting Max and training 
him and Spaulding was a sig-
nifi cant fi nancial investment, 
and McLaughlin said ECS 
hopes for it to be a long term 
deal.

Community donations fully 
covered the cost of obtaining 
and training Max.

“There’s a lot of support in 
the community, even during 
the COVID pandemic when 
some businesses were not 
getting as much income, 
they were still willing to do-
nate,” Spaulding said. “They 
thought it was a good cause.”

Dr. Mary Gary, the owner 
of Hometown Animal Hos-
pital in Gas City, committed 
to providing Max’s medical 
care at no cost to the school, 
Spaulding said.

If anyone wants to make a 
donation towards Max’s food 
and other expenses, contact 
Spaulding through Eastbrook 
Community Schools.

Police: 10-year-old Wabash boy killed by father

By ROB BURGESS
rburgess@wabashplaindealer.com

The father of a 10-year-
old Wabash boy has been 
charged with murder.

Police arrested Anthony 
Dibiah, 37, on July 20 for 
his alleged involvement with 
the disappearance and killing 
of his biological son, Nakota 
Nakota “Fergie” Kelly.

According to the IMPD, 
just after 11:43 p.m. Sunday, 

July 19, offi cers were dis-
patched to check the welfare 
of a child in the 6000 block 
of West Lake South Drive in 
Indianapolis. The caller ad-
vised police he had received 
a call from Dibiah stating he 
had killed his son, according 
to a probable cause affi davit. 
Offi cers entered the residence 
and located a crime scene. 
Neither Anthony nor Nakota 
were located at the scene.

Homicide detectives, along 
with Child Abuse detectives 
responded and immediately 
began canvassing the area 
for witnesses. The Indianap-
olis-Marion County Forensic 

Services Agency responded 
to assist in identifying and 
collecting potential foren-
sic evidence. The Marion 
County Coroner’s Offi ce re-
sponded and will assist with 
evidence located at the scene.

IMPD detectives continued 
to “work diligently in this 
case” attempting to locate 
Anthony Dibiah and Nako-
ta Kelly. At approximately 
4 p.m. Sunday, July 19, the 
Missouri State Highway Pa-
trol located Anthony Dibiah 
with his vehicle, a white-col-
ored Jeep Patriot near High-
way 38 in Missouri, pro-
ceeding away from Indiana. 

IMPD detectives went to 
Missouri to follow up on the 
investigation.

“IMPD detectives have in-
formation and evidence to 
believe Kelly is deceased. 
They continue to search for 
the remains of Kelly. We are 
asking the community for as-
sistance in this case,” said the 
IMPD’s release.

The IMPD asks that anyone 
with information or who may 
have seen Dibiah since Sat-
urday, July 18 please contact 
Crime Stoppers of Central 
Indiana at 317-262-8477 or 
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Vigil brings community 
together following 
alleged murder

Provided photo

A vigil honoring the life of late 
10-year-old Wabash resident 
Nakota “Fergie” Kelly was 
planned for the late evening of 
Friday, July 31 at the Field of 
Dreams, according to attorney 
Alan J. Zimmerman.See VIGIL, page A2

100 percent passing 
rate reached on certain 
tests as overall scores 
beat averages


