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ISDH updates 
COVID-19 count

The Indiana State De-
partment of Health (ISDH) 
Thursday announced that 
453 additional Hoosiers 
have been diagnosed with 
COVID-19 through test-
ing at ISDH, the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and 
private laboratories. That 
brings to 46,387 the total 
number of Indiana resi-
dents known to have the 
novel coronavirus follow-
ing corrections to the pre-
vious day’s total.

A total of 2,469 Hoosiers 
are confi rmed to have died 
from COVID-19, an in-
crease of 13 over the pre-
vious day. Another 193 
probable deaths have been 
reported.

As of today, nearly 41 
percent of ICU beds and 
more than 83 percent of 
ventilators are available. 
To date, 496,835 tests 
have been reported to 
ISDH, up from 489,716 
on Wednesday.

For more information, 
visit www.coronavirus.
in.gov.

Governor appoints 
new agency leaders

Gov. Eric J. Holcomb 
Wednesday announced he 
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Testing mandate for schools recinded

By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

The Grant County Health 
Board rescinded COVID-19 
testing mandates and rec-
ommendations for local 
schools at a special meeting 
Wednesday following fur-
ther state and national guid-
ance and the advice of legal 
counsel.

At a special meeting on 
June 22, the board ap-
proved a policy pending 

the approval of legal coun-
sel requiring all local K-12 
school employees and all 
students involved in ath-
letics and performing arts 
be tested for COVID-19 at 
least three weeks prior to 
the start of school. The pol-
icy also recommended that 
all students K-12 should be 
tested three weeks before 
school starts regardless of 
their activities.

Board attorney David 
Glickfi eld said he reviewed 
state statutes with county 
commissioners’ attorney 
Kyle Persinger, and they 
both came to the conclusion 
that the health board did not 
have the authority to man-
date testing unless there 

was an emergency decla-
ration in effect. The State 
of Indiana’s public health 
emergency declaration is 
set to expire July 4.

“We’ll revert to what our 
state statute says, and our 
state statute basically says 
unless we can show it’s 
an emergency we can’t do 
this,” he said. “When you 
reviewed this you were un-
der a different, under a state 
of emergency, and I think 
that’s ending shortly so the 
powers that come from that 
are going to end on that 
date.”

Glickfi eld cautioned that 
even if the board did have 
the authority to mandate the 
testing, they would have to 

give those opposed to the 
testing mandate the oppor-
tunity to argue against it in 
court which would open the 
board up to court costs and 
legal fees.

“Normally when you want 
to do something and you’re 
going to impinge on some-
body’s liberties or free-
dom, they have to have an 
opportunity to be heard in 
court,” Glickfi eld said. “As 
it stands right now, I don’t 
even think we could win if 
we went to court. We have 
to provide that opportunity 
unless an emergency ex-
ists and as it sits right now 
I don’t think we can get to 
that level to do that.”

Glickfi eld said Grant 

County Health Offi cer Dr. 
William David Moore does 
have certain powers and au-
thorities under state statute 
to take certain action he 
deems necessary, such as 
closing a school that sees an 
outbreak of COVID-19 cas-
es, but those are exceptions 
that would not apply to the 
testing mandate policy the 
board passed.

Health board member 
Dr. Philip Renfroe asked if 
there was a certain thresh-
old of infected children or 
other guidelines for how 
Moore should make a deci-
sion to close a school.

“I assume if we get to that 

Photo Provided by Archie Lintz

“July 4, 1970, I asked three men in the bunker next to mine to pose for a photograph,” amateur photographer and Huntington Vietnam 
Veteran Archie Lintz said. “I have kept the photo for 50 years by this Independence Day, July 4, 2020.”

Dr. Moore 
urges 
public to 
follow 
COVID-19 
guidelines
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Many Grant County resi-
dents will enjoy a three-day 
Independence Day week-
end, but the coronavirus 
won’t be taking any days 
off.

Grant County Health Of-
fi cer William David Moore 
said it is still recommend-
ed that people wear masks, 
practice social distancing of 
at least six feet, sanitize sur-
faces and wash hands often 
when attending picnics, bar-
becues or fi reworks shows 
with people outside of your 
immediate family you have 
been in contact with.

Overall, Moore said Grant 
County residents have done 
a good job of fl attening the 
curve of the virus and fol-
lowing guidelines, which 
has made it unnecessary for 
the county to issue stricter 
guidelines regarding mask 
wearing and social gather-
ings.

“We want to react to, we 
want to be aware of what 
can happen, but we want 
to react to what does hap-
pen, and in Grant County 
we seem to be doing well,” 
he said. “We want to have 
restrictions only if they’re 

‘A snapshot of the U.S.A.’

By JAMES EHLE
jehle@h-ponline.com

They say a picture’s worth 
a thousand words, but lo-
cal Vietnam Veteran Archie 
Lintz has held onto a photo 

he took on Independence 
Day 1970 at Quang Tri 
Combat Base that has been 
dubbed a ‘snapshot of the 
U.S.A.’

It was July 4, 1970 when 
Lintz asked three men in the 
bunker next to his to pose 
for a photograph. It was one 
of twelve he took after he 
was drafted to serve in the 
Vietnam War in 1968.

He wasn’t a professional 
photographer by any means 
– in fact, the photo he’s 

come to cherish from his 
time in the service was tak-
en on an old polaroid cam-
era, one that “whirs out like 
that” Lintz says using his 
best impression of instant 
camera fi lm developing.

Despite his admitted lack 
of photography skills, he 
says the he’s always felt a 
bit partial to the photo and 
has tried to preserve it all 
these years. Unlike some of 
the other polaroids he took, 
the colors of the photograph 

haven’t faded much.
“I didn’t know them per-

sonally or by name, I don’t 
even know what unit they 
were in – they were in the 
bunker next to mine,” Lintz 
recalled. “We got to talking 
– during the daytime we ran 
the country, you could stand 
on top of a bunker. But at 
nighttime – it was a differ-
ent story. They ran the coun-
try at night.”

Grant-Blackford offers tips, services to improve mental health
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Health offi cials are em-
phasizing the need to con-
tinue to keep a close eye 
on the mental health of 
children and adults alike 
as Grant County and the 
world continues to navi-
gate the uncertainty of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

At a community 
COVID-19 update Wednes-
day, Dr. Michael Conn of 
Grant-Blackford Mental 

Health said some children 
may be experiencing stress, 
anxiety or other symptoms 
of poor mental health due 
to all of the changes that 
have been thrown their way 
since the pandemic began, 
especially since they will 
be entering a new normal 
when they return to school 
next month.

Conn said while there’s 
no one magic warning sign, 
parents should look for 
marked changes in behav-
ior such as a child sleep-

ing much more or much 
less than normal, getting 
in fi ghts and throwing fi ts 
with other children when 
they typically get along and 
fi ghting through a meal-
time. These changes can be 
red fl ags that alert parents 
their child may be strug-
gling, he said.

If a child’s behavior is 
dangerous or causing harm 
to his or herself or others, 
Conn said parents should 
seek help right away. Oth-
erwise, he recommends 

that parents fi rst try to ad-
dress the problem at home 
and remind kids to “take 
control of what we have 
control of.”

“There’s a lot going on 
right now that we have ab-
solutely no control over,” 
Conn said. “But what do 
we have control over? Well, 
you know I have control 
over what kind of person I 
want to be. I have control 
over what I want to say and 
what I want to think and 
what I want to do.”

Conn said parents should 
also reestablish routines 
that may have been relaxed 
during summer or the stay-
at-home order. Even though 
kids may push back against 
the structure of a day, Conn 
said it is “essential” and 
helps children organize and 
process the world around 
them.

“Regardless of how much 
they resist, they absolute-
ly need structure, and that 

Note to readers

July 4 is a postal holiday, 
so The Chronicle-Tribune  
will not publish a Saturday 
edition this week. Today’s 
paper is the weekend 
edition and includes 
coupons, advertising inserts, 
color comics and TV listings.

Health Board takes 
back mandatory 
COVID-19 testing 
requirement

Huntington Vietnam 
Veteran Archie Lintz 
snapped the photograph 
of American soldiers on 
July 4, 1970 in Vietnam
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