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School district, county 
work together for a smart 
solution in OP

The placement of a portable school 
room at Ocean Park Elementary is a per-
fect example of how conversations, ques-
tions, education and respect go a long way 
in resolving issues.

Ocean Beach School District recently 
adopted a reconfi guration plan to better 
serve students and the district. How that 
came to be was well covered in the news-
paper and the plan, which came about 
with considerable community input, was 
well supported. An important factor to 
its implementation was adding a porta-
ble building to the Ocean Park Elementary 
campus.

As work plans for this progressed, a 
stumbling block occurred. Due to ease-
ment issues, the permits required by 
Pacifi c County would only allow the build-
ing to be placed at the front of the school. 
It was not long before news of this spread 
and needless to say, the prospect of a por-
table plunked in front of the beautiful 
and expensively redesigned school was 
met with discontent. It was not what was 
expected.

Education on the site problems, ques-
tions researching all possible options and 
respectful conversations revealed infor-
mation on precedent. These conversations 
also covered the concerns of student safety 
accessing the building, bus loading and 
unloading, parking and community (aka 
taxpayers) expectations. It should be noted 
that a capital levy is in process of being 
voted on and that levy contains funding for 
this project along with security upgrades at 
all OBSD school buildings.

Scott Fenter, previously the OBSD 
interim superintendent and currently act-
ing as a consultant during the implementa-
tion of the reconfi guration plan, along with 
OBSD Maintenance Director Chris Patana, 
worked diligently to resolve the unex-
pected permitting problems. As recently as 
April 8, they were marking off measure-
ments on the school property in search of 
an answer that would satisfy the county. At 
a meeting with county offi cials two days 
later, and with a new proposal in hand, 
resistance was minimal. Fenter left feeling 
that approval to place the building on the 
south side would most likely be given.

Members of Village Club would like 
to thank Scott Fenter and Chris Patana for 
their work pushing this forward. We feel 
confi dent that solutions will be found that 
allow county offi cials to approve the south 
side placement of the portable building.

BONNIE COZBY, Village Club Chair
JERRY HERR, Village Club 

Vice-Chair
KAREN STEPHENS, Village Club 

Secretary

Protect our students from 
Cascadia disaster

I read with interest the diffi cult deci-
sions that the Ocean Beach School Board 
and new Superintendent Amy Huntley 
(congratulations Amy!) are facing with 
regard to district enrollment confi guration. 
These will be diffi cult and far reaching 
decisions that will impact the district for 
years to come.

The purpose of this letter is to bring up 
an issue that I hope is still a major consid-
eration when making these facility deci-
sions. That issue is earthquake and tsunami 
safety and evacuation.

Currently, the vast majority of our 
younger primary students attend either 
Long Beach or Ocean Park elementary 
schools. As we all know, these schools are 
in the tsunami inundation area and at high 
risk of major damage or total destruction in 
the event of a worst case scenario Cascadia 
Subduction earthquake and resulting tsu-
nami. And while I’m sure the district has 
done a reasonable job in response plan-
ning, the grim reality is that if this worst-
case scenario occurs during the school day, 
most or all of our children attending these 
schools will not likely survive. Assuming 
they survive the earthquake, it will simply 
be impossible to get hundreds of kids (ages 
5 to 10) to high ground in time.

While it’s true that this event may not 
happen for 50, 100, or even 200 or more 
years, it will almost certainly happen. 
Some scientists put the current risk as high 
as a one in three chance over the next 50 
years. Regardless of whether you believe a 
catastrophic event is imminent or centuries 
away, shouldn’t we be doing everything in 
our power to protect our children?

While many at the local level have 
worked hard to provide or construct evac-
uation options, in the end these proj-
ects have been undone by funding short-
ages or other political hurdles. In light of 
these failures, I urge the district to not give 
up on this and to continue to consider the 
long-term risk of placing our students in a 
facility where the likelihood of surviving a 
major Cascadia event is remote.

Of course the solution to this problem 
is to either construct adequate evacuation 
sites or facilities next to these schools, or 
to move the schools to higher ground. And 
while obtaining funding for these options 
has thus far not been successful, I hope 
you do not take no for an answer.

I see that the governor is proposing to 
spend $1.1 billion in the next budget in an 
effort to save 70 orcas in Puget Sound. Is it 
really unreasonable to ask that we spend a 
fraction of that to protect our children?

JON KAINO
Ilwaco

A legal framework exists 
to handle asylum seekers

The president of the United States has 
broad authority under the Immigration and 

Nationality Act regarding vetting and pro-
cessing of persons attempting entry into 
the U.S.

I propose that the President expand 
Presidential Proclamation 9645, which the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled was a lawful 
exercise of the president’s authority under 
the Immigration and Nationality Act, to 
include a vetting and processing proce-
dures for persons seeking asylum. People 
who are either captured illegally crossing 
into the U.S. or legally entering through a 
designated port of entry, who declare that 
they are seeking asylum in the U.S., should 
be registered, processed and issued a tem-
porary entry visa which will allow them to 
stay until a hearing can be scheduled.

Issuance of a temporary asylum visa 
should involve:

• Preliminary vetting, along with a pro-
cess of fi ngerprinting, DNA sampling and 
background-information gathering.

• Issuance of a personal identifi cation 
number and identifi cation card. The ID 
card would be the asylum seeker’s identity 
card and temporary entry visa, and would 
have to be carried at all times. It would 
allow the asylum seeker to seek employ-
ment. If and when an asylum seeker was 
granted permanent residence, the ID num-
ber would be changed to a Social Security 
number.

• Twenty regional centers would be 
designated as asylum seekers’ process-
ing court locations. Sanctuary cities – such 
as Seattle, Portland and San Francisco — 
would be selected by asylum seekers to 
serve as a base of residency.

• The asylum seeker would be given a 
bus ticket to the processing court location 
of their choice. Upon arrival at the chosen 
location, the asylum seeker would be pro-
cessed into the community, given $250, a 
list of shelters, NGO locations and other 
state and local assistance programs, and be 
released. They would be limited to travel-
ing no further than 200 miles from the des-
ignated city.

• Six-month check-ins would be 
required. Failure to do so or follow other 
laws would subject the applicant to 
deportation.

Everything in this proposed plan has 
been done before. President Obama 
used the U.S. State Department’s Refu-
gee Admissions Program to relocate over 
100,000 Somalia refugees utilizing a pro-
gram that has been in existence since Pres-
ident Carter signed the Refugee Act of 
1980. Under this program the president has 
the authority to set an annual ceiling on the 
total number of refugees admitted as well 
as to determine which nationalities and 
where they are to be relocated.

DAVID McCLAIN
Ocean Park
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HOME AT THE BEACH
a Home Interior Boutique 

425.870.6635  •  360.259.1633
110 Pacific Avenue South, Long Beach, WA

(across from the Long Beach Pharmacy in the breezeway)

DECOR • DESIGN • GALLERY • GIFTS
GET YOUR HOME READY FOR SUMMER!

Our updated Design Center can Manage your Design Projects.
We have direct access to:

 Contractors • Plumbers • Electricians • Furniture Delivery
Open Wednesday – Saturday, 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

HOME AT THE BEACH 
DESIGN CENTER

HOME AT THE BEACH
a Home Interior Boutique

BOOK DESIGN 
CONSULTATIONS NOW!

110 Pacific Avenue South, Long Beach, WA
(across from the Long Beach Pharmacy in the breezeway)

FREE MEASURES 
AND ESTIMATES

48’-55’ Steel Jensen Design Tuna/Crab 
New Line 18’-24’ Marine ply/glass

Ocean Going Sea Skiffs 
Truckable Tugs/ Barges

Modern Construction 
Computer Assisted Drawings
Let us show you our facility.
We will be glad to talk with 
you about your next boat!

NEW VESSEL 
CONSTRUCTION

DAVE / NELSON COLUMBIA RIVER MARINE CONSTRUCTION
15yrs Experience • 360-642-4564

and
NELSON’S MARINE SERVICE

40yrs Experience • 360-642-4672
e-mail: mlat@willapabay.org • fax: 360-642-0210

NOW
TAKING

ORDERS!

Spring
SALE

48’-55’ STEEL JENSEN DESIGN • TUNA/CRAB
NEW LINE 18’-24’ MARINE PLY/GLASS

OCEAN GOING SEA SKIFFS
TRUCKABLE TUGS/ BARGES

MODERN CONSTRUCTION COMPUTER ASSISTED DRAWINGS

Let us show 
you our facility.
WE WILL BE GLAD TO TALK WITH 
YOU ABOUT YOUR NEXT BOAT.


