The Worldly File
Medina Spirit   5/14/21

Track:  Worldly File Open

Track Fred:   

(utube audio-the start of Preakness—“they’re off).  (about 10 seconds worth maybe over start of Fred VO)

Fred Track:  The horsing around with the ultimate winner of the Kentucky Derby, Medina Spirit, seems to be behind us.    No performance enhancing drugs proved to be an issue.

The results of the “Preakness” are in.  Medina Spirit started out strong but in the end wasn’t part of this leg of the story.

Whether Medina Spirit was given an ointment that flagged additional drug testing, the broader issue is who gets caught and who doesn’t.

This is nothing new.  It dates back years, from corked baseball bats in St. Louis, Lance Armstrong and the Tour de France to the garbage can banging of the Houston Astros. Some things just aren’t going to change.    

Why exactly are we watching all these sports if some athletes are artificially upping their game?

Do we really care that we might not be seeing what we think we are seeing? 

If you look at betting data, the purse for the Preakness did not appear to drop because of fan outrage.

Do you hear people saying, “I’m not putting a penny down on this horse because, I think that there’s some cheating going on?”

I doubt it!   

We bet on sports because we want to win and we want to make some BIG “easy” money.

We watch sports because these men, women and animals can perform at such high levels.  Levels that most people can only dream about.    

Give these athletes, these trainers, the benefit of the doubt or be honest with yourself…we are enjoying the experience and so we give them all a free pass.

We look the other way.   

Well it ended up being a great day for another horse named Rombauer.

If you had just put down $2 dollars you would have taken home $25 dollars and 60 cents.

You might want to explain to your kids one day that cheating is bad…unless you can make that kind of return.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I’d love to hear how you explain that one?

I’m Fred Weintraub, and this is The Worldly File.

