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CLAREMORE – Cherokee Nation offi-
cials gathered in downtown Claremore 
Thursday evening to dedicate a large-
scale mural that celebrates its ties to the 
community.

“Storytelling is the foundation of Cher-
okee art, and this mural is the perfect 
example of how those skills are inter-
twined,” Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin 
Jr. said. “We’re pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to celebrate our shared history and 
educate the public about the influential 
Cherokees who have called Claremore 
home.”

The “Heart of Claremore” is displayed 

at N. Missouri Ave. and W. 4th St. and 
features the work of contemporary Cher-
okee artist Sherri Pack, of Rogers County, 
who passed away in 2021.

“We are thrilled Claremore is home to 
this new mural,” said John Feary, Clare-
more city manager. “Cherokee heritage is 
integral to Claremore’s roots and critical 
to our future, and we are grateful to the 
Cherokee Nation for their ongoing ser-
vice to our community.”

The mural showcases several promi-
nent Cherokees from the area, including 
the following:

Former Chief Jesse Bartley Milam 
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RSU softball made school RSU softball made school 
history by winning its first history by winning its first 
national title, the NCAA national title, the NCAA 
Division II crown.Division II crown.
SPORTS • ENTERTAINMENT, 5SPORTS • ENTERTAINMENT, 5

CHAMPIONS

BY WILL CHAVEZ
Assistant Editor

OWASSO – Cherokee Nation leadership and execu-
tives from the tribe’s business arm, Cherokee Nation 
Businesses, joined state officials, local community 
leaders and industry professionals to celebrate the grand 
opening of Cherokee Film Studios Owasso Campus with 
a dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony on July 22.

The tribe’s state-of-the-art facility is the first of its 
kind in Oklahoma and Indian Country and features 
groundbreaking technology, including an xR (extended 
reality) virtual production LED volume studio crafted 
with industry-leading software and hardware technolo-
gies.

“The Cherokee Nation Film Office is leading the way 
in helping grow and diversify Oklahoma’s film and 
television industry,” Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. 

said. “Cherokee Nation and its businesses have long 
remained a great community partner, and we are here to 
stay. Our tribe continues to do our part to successfully 
build permanent infrastructure and encourage econom-
ic growth that creates jobs and expands opportunities 
for the Cherokee people and for all of northeast Oklaho-
ma.”

The 27,000-square-foot facility is located on more 
than 4 acres and includes dedicated studio spaces with 
accompanying edit suites, a control room, a pro-grade 
audio booth, crew and client lounges, as well as hair and 
makeup facilities to meet the growing needs of produc-
tion in Oklahoma.

Director of Cherokee Nation Film Office and Original 
Content Jennifer Loren said “hundreds of local film 
crews have already spent long hours creating movie 

Cherokee and state leaders gather to open Cherokee Film Studios
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Jennifer Loren, director of Cherokee Nation Film Office 
and Original Content, speaks at the grand opening of 
Cherokee Film Studios in Owasso on July 22.

Tribe plans to be a part of the state’s emerging film industry with new film 
studio in Owasso, 15 miles northeast of Tulsa. 
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Cherokee artist Andrew Mathis 

wanted to incorporate as much 

Cherokee symbolism as possible 

into his design, especially the 

Cherokee syllabary.

BY WILL CHAVEZ
Assistant Editor

T
AHLEQUAH – The creator for this year’s 
Cherokee Phoenix Holiday T-shirt design is 
Andrew Mathis, of Mount Pleasant, Texas. 

The 38-year-old artist said he wanted to 
incorporate as much Cherokee symbolism as 
possible into his design, especially the Cherokee 
syllabary. 

“So, I wanted to incorporate that into my art 
somehow, and also with the Cherokee Phoenix 
delivering the news, and as long as it’s been 
around, it was good to incorporate our syllabary 
into the art piece,” he said.

At the bottom of the bird he said he added colors 
for each of the tribe’s seven clans and included the 
seven-pointed Cherokee star above the bird. 

He added he did his research to help him choose 
the appropriate colors for the art piece, and said 
he wanted to incorporate the great or sacred fire of 
the Cherokee under the bird.

He entered artwork last year for the T-shirt 
design and wanted to try again this year. 

“I wanted to do it and be a part of this. I knew 
when this year came around I wanted to do it 
again, but I changed my design up a little bit to 
represent our culture,” he said. 

Because the Cherokee language has been 
highlighted a lot by the Cherokee Nation the past 
few years, Mathis said he thought it was especially 
important to use the language in his design.

“It’s a way to help people learn our language, so 
that was the inspiration for incorporating that into 
my art piece,” he said. 

He has been drawing and making art since he 
was young man.

“I drew all the way up through high school and 
a little bit after that, but then I kind of put it down 
for a long time. When I started getting heavy into 
researching the Cherokee culture and things like 
that, I wanted to learn more about my ancestors 
and our way of life. I picked it back up and started 

drawing stuff, so that’s how I got back into it,” he 
said. “So, now I want to enter the art shows that 
they (Cherokee Nation) have.” 

He added he prefers to use charcoal and also used 
pastels. For his winning design, he said he drew out 
the design in pencil and then filled in the colors. 

Lately, he has been studying realism art and 
how to draw people. 

“I’ve worked on that just trying to get better at it,” 
he said. “I’ve got certain pieces I want to do like for 
the Trail of Tears Art Show. It’s hard to find time 
having kids and having a busy work schedule.”

Mathis currently lives in Senoia, Georgia, but 
plans to move back to Mount Pleasant where he 
grew up. And the Cherokee Nation citizen wants 
to continue learning more about his Cherokee 
heritage, but for now he is pleased his artwork 
was selected for this year’s Cherokee Phoenix 
Holiday T-shirt. 

“I’m happy my piece got selected. I feel very 
honored to be chosen for this. It feels good to be 
able to represent our people and the Cherokee 
Phoenix and be recognized by them. It’s a great 
honor to me, and I really do appreciate that very 
much,” he said.  

The 2022 Cherokee Phoenix Homecoming T-shirt 
is available for purchase by calling 918-453-5743 
and will soon be available through the Cherokee 
Nation Gift Shop. T-shirts will also be available 
during the Cherokee National Holiday at the 
Cherokee Phoenix booth inside the Cherokee 
Casino Tahlequah Chota Center on Sept. 2-3 as well 
as at a Cherokee Phoenix booth inside the W.W. 
Keeler Tribal Complex on Sept. 3.

COURTESY
Cherokee Nation citizen Andrew Mathis wears the 
Cherokee Phoenix 2022 Homecoming t-shirt featuring 
his artwork.

COURTESY
Cherokee Nation Tribal 
Councilor Keith Austin, 
Miss Indian Oklahoma 
Madison Whitekiller, 
Principal Chief Chuck 
Hoskin Jr. and Claremore 
City Manager John Feary 
stand in front of a new 
mural in Claremore.

BY CHAD HUNTER
Reporter

WASHINGTON – Leaders from the Five Tribes 
testified July 27 before Congress on how they treat 
descendants of former slaves, known as Freedmen, who 
were once owned by tribal citizens.

The U.S. Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 
had invited representatives from the Cherokee, 
Muscogee, Chickasaw, Choctaw and Seminole nations 
to participate. Representing the Cherokee Nation 
was Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr., who said the 
tribe is keeping its promise to Freedmen and their 
descendants as spelled out in its 1866 treaty with the U.S. 
government.

“Treaty obligations ought to mean something,” 
he said during the two-hour hearing. “For Cherokee 
Nation, the issue of Freedmen citizenship was settled 
156 years ago. It was settled in a treaty agreed to by the 
Cherokee people, ratified by this Senate and signed by 
the president of the United States. Our ancestors agreed 
in 1866 to forever cede the right to exclude Freedmen 
and their descendants.”

Hoskin said that it was important for Cherokees to 
“defend… and preserve” the Treaty of 1866 because it 
“ties together every one of our agreements with the 
United States.”

Under treaties signed in 1866 – a year after the Civil 
War ended – the Five Tribes agreed to abolish slavery 
and accept Freedmen and their descendants as full tribal 
citizens, Rep. Maxine Waters, D-Calif., said. While the 
Chickasaw and Choctaw share a treaty with the United 
States, the others, including the Cherokee Nation, have 
individual pacts.
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Two-hour Senate committee explores 
current relationship between tribes 
and descendants of slaves once 
owned by tribal citizens.

CN, other tribes 
testify on treatment of 
Freedmen descendants

Cherokee Nation honors connection to Claremore with new mural

COURTESY
Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. 
testifies on July 27 before the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs in Washington, D.C., regarding Freedmen 
descendants.


