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BY D. SEAN ROWLEY
Senior Reporter

TAHLEQUAH – In a unanimous vote Sept. 6, members 
of the Cherokee Nation Tribal Council’s Executive and 
Finance Committee approved a record tribal budget au-
thority of $3.5 billion for fiscal 2023, eclipsing last year’s 
total of $3.4 billion.

The measure is expected to also pass without dissent 
during the regular meeting of the full council at 6 p.m., 
March 12 in the W.W. Keeler Complex. 

“This is the largest budget ever presented to the coun-
cil,” said Treasurer Janees Taylor, during her presenta-
tion to the E&F committee on the budget preparations 
and totals. “It consists of $2.9 billion for operations, and 
$569.3 million for capital spending, giving us the total 
budget authority of $3.5 billion.”

Following the committee vote, Principal Chief Chuck 
Hoskin Jr. released a statement saying the Nation’s pri-
orities will continue to focus on protecting the safety of 
any who live, work or visit the CN Reservation.

We highlight several events We highlight several events 
held during the 70th Annual held during the 70th Annual 
Cherokee National Holiday.    Cherokee National Holiday.    
HOLIDAY, 8-9HOLIDAY, 8-9

HOLIDAY REWIND

BY CHAD HUNTER
Reporter

TAHLEQUAH – In his fourth State of the Nation 
address since taking office, the Cherokee Nation’s 
principal chief reported what he described as a “strong” 
tribe thanks to the Cherokee people.

Chuck Hoskin Jr., who was elected in 2019, touted 
the tribe’s $2 billion-plus annual economic impact, 
its workforce of more than 11,000, 7,000-square-mile 
reservation and 437,000 citizens.

“But, my fellow Cherokees, our strength derives 
from the people,” he said Sept. 3. “Therefore, we must 
measure our strength by how well we are serving the 
people.”

The State of the Nation address was again held at the 
Cherokee National Peace Pavilion. However, Hoskin 
tested positive for COVID-19 the previous weekend and 
was not in attendance. Instead, his pre-recorded speech 

was shown to the gathered crowd.
Before his pre-recorded remarks began, Hoskin spoke 

live via telephone to the crowd. He told the crowd that he 
would like nothing more than to deliver the address in 
person, but that everyone has a responsibility to “keep 
each other safe.”

Chief addresses tribe in virtual holiday speech
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Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. delivers 
a pre-recorded State of the Nation address Sept. 3 during 
the Cherokee National Holiday. 

COURTESY
Cherokee Nation Treasurer Janees Taylor speaks to the 
Tribal Council during the legislative body’s annual budget 
hearings. A tribal council committee unanimously passed 
the largest comprehensive budget in Cherokee Nation 
history for fiscal year 2023 during the special Executive 
and Finance Committee meeting.

Chuck Hoskin Jr. talks about language, sovereignty, language, health and more.

SEE SPEECH, 5

WATER IS LIFEWATER IS LIFE

BY LINDSEY BARK
Reporter

T
AHLEQUAH – In partnership with the 
Indian Health Service, Cherokee Nation 
officials signed an agreement to bring more 

than $11.8 million in safe water infrastructure and 
sewage upgrades to water districts across the CN 
reservation. 

CN Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. and 
Rear Adm. Travis Watts, area director for the 
Oklahoma City IHS office, met on Aug. 25 to 
celebrate the occasion.

The funds will affect 1,400 Cherokee homes, 
ensuring they will have a “clean and adequate” 
water supply.

“We further our partnership with the Indian 
Health Service in a cause that is so important to 
the Cherokee people and that is ensuring there is 
a clean and adequate and reliable supply of water 
in this reservation, and that we have adequate 

wastewater sanitation facilities,” Hoskin said. 
The funding comes from the bi-partisan 

Infrastructure, Investments and Jobs Act of 2021.
IHS estimates that funded wastewater projects 

save more than $259 million in costs due to 
a reduction in health care facility visits. It’s 
estimated every $1 spent on water and sewer 
infrastructure will save $1.18 in avoided direct 
health care costs.

“IHS understands that clean water, education, 
travel and types of transportation are all things 
needed for social determinants of health long 
before anyone walks into a health center to be 
served. We want to thank the Cherokee Nation for 
actually putting these projects together,” Watts 
said. 

Funding will be spread across the reservation 
toward different projects and improvements, 
including the Cherry Tree Rural Water District in 
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Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. and Indian Health Service Area Director for the Oklahoma City 
office Rear Adm. Travis Watts, both center, sign an agreement on Aug. 25 at the W.W. Keeler Complex to bring more 
than $11.8 million in safe water infrastructure and sewage upgrades to projects and homes across the Cherokee 
Nation Reservation.

Funding will be spread across the reservation toward different projects 
and improvements in water infrastructure and sewage upgrades. 
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The $3.5 billion funding authority is 
the largest in the history of the tribe.

CN’s fiscal 2023 budget 
passes committee

“Our language is part of that unbroken 
chain that links us back to our creation. 
That chain will not be broken on our 
watch.”  

Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr.

BY STAFF REPORTS

TAHLEQUAH – The Cherokee Phoenix 
is partnering with the Cherokee Nation 
to continue the Cherokee Nation Free 
Phoenix for All Program in 2023 to CN cit-
izens who opt into the program through 
the Gadugi Portal. 

The program provided more than 

190,000 Cherokee households a free an-
nual subscription in 2022. To continue to 
receive the paper in 2023 for free, CN cit-
izens must visit gadugiportal.cherokee.
org to opt-in. Free subscriptions are limit-
ed to one per household. 

Deadline for citizens to opt-in is Nov. 30. 
“When we began this program a year 

ago, we knew that keeping Cherokee 
citizens informed about the COVID-19 
pandemic and providing them with rele-
vant, factual and timely information was 
critical to how well the Cherokee Nation 
is able to recover and rebuild,” Principal 
Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. said. “Deputy 
Chief (Bryan) Warner, the council and I 
are proud of this program and excited to 
continue it in the coming year. When our 

Cherokee traditions and life ways were 
being threatened in the 19th century, In-
dian Country’s oldest independent news-
paper was a crucial source of information 
to Cherokee citizens and played a key 
role in the survival of our Nation. Today, 
the Cherokee Phoenix continues to pro-
vide important information to Cherokee 
citizens all across the world. The Chero-
kee Nation Free Phoenix for All Program 
will ensure all of our citizens have easy 
access to tribal activities, events and re-
sources. I encourage all Cherokee citizens 
to sign up on the Gadugi Portal for anoth-
er free subscription.”

Funding for the program is provided 
under CN’s COVID-19 Respond, Recover 
and Rebuild plan. 

“Since its establishment with the first 
printed issue on Feb. 21, 1828, the Chero-
kee Phoenix has strived to empower the 
lives of our Cherokee people. This contin-
ued partnership allows us to uphold that 
mission,” Cherokee Phoenix Executive 
Editor Tyler Thomas said. “I thank Prin-
cipal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr., Deputy 
Chief Bryan Warner and the Council of 
the Cherokee Nation for their willing-
ness to partner with our newspaper and 
help us provide our citizens with import-
ant information that directly impacts 
their lives.”

For more information on the CN Gadu-
gi Portal, call 918-453-5058. For more in-
formation on the Cherokee Phoenix, call 
918-453-5269.

Free 2023 Cherokee Phoenix subscriptions for CN households
To continue to receive the 
Cherokee Phoenix for free 
in 2023, CN citizens must 
visit gadugiportal.cherokee.
org to opt-in. 


