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TAHLEQUAH, Okla.  — The Cherokee Nation is 
partnering with the Cherokee Phoenix newspaper 
to provide a free, one-year subscription to Cherokee 
citizens to help connect them with important public 
health information and details about the tribe’s ongoing 
COVID-19 response and recovery efforts.

The Cherokee Nation Free Phoenix for All Program will 
provide a free, one-year Cherokee Phoenix subscription 
to more than 129,000 Cherokee households. Starting in 
December, papers will be sent to Cherokee households in 
all 50 states as well as Canada and U.S. territories.

“Keeping Cherokee citizens informed about the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and providing them with 
relevant, factual and timely information is critical 
to how well the Cherokee Nation is able to recover 

and rebuild,” said Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. 
“When our Cherokee traditions and lifeways were 
being threatened in the 19th century, Indian Country’s 
oldest independent newspaper was a crucial source 
of information to Cherokee citizens and played a key 
role in the survival of our Nation. Today, in the midst 
of the greatest public health crisis of our lifetime, the 
Cherokee Phoenix continues to provide important 
information to Cherokee citizens all across the world 
and the Cherokee Nation Free Phoenix for All Program 
will ensure all of our citizens have easy access to tribal 
activities, events and resources.”

Eligible households with Cherokee citizens 18 years or 
older will receive a free Cherokee Phoenix subscription 
by mail for a 12-month period beginning Dec. 1, 2021. 
Funding for the program is provided under Cherokee 
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T
AHLEQUAH – Promoting the preservation 
of Native languages, First Lady Jill Biden 
along with U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb 

Haaland visited the Cherokee Nation on Dec. 3 for 
a brief press conference and up-close look at the 
tribe’s immersion school.

Saving Native languages, Dr. Biden told tribal 
leaders, “is so important to us.”

“You are not alone in this endeavor,” said 
Biden, a professor of writing at Northern 
Virginia Community College. “Secretary Haaland 
talked about how we’re going to invest in your 
community and in the revitalization of Native 
languages. We want you to know that President 
Biden and his administration are a partner to you. 
We stand with the Cherokee Nation.”

The Biden Administration is dedicating $220 
million to help tribal nations around the country 
protect and preserve their Native languages. 
The new effort, unveiled last month by the 
First Lady, is dubbed the White House Native 
Language Memorandum of Agreement. It calls 
for cooperation on policies addressing Native 
languages, and establishes the Native Language 
Workgroup of the U.S. Department of Education, 
Health and Human Services, and the Bureau of 
Indian Education to provide annual progress 
reports.

In November, during the White House Tribal 
Nations Summit, First Lady Biden said the 
administration is “investing millions in Native 
language education to revitalize many of the 
languages that are in danger of being forgotten.”

“It brings our entire government together to 
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TAHLEQUAH – The Tribal Council Rules Committee 
on Nov. 15 approved Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin’s 
$440 million plan to rebuild the Cherokee Nation’s 
W.W. Hastings Hospital and make other health care 
investments.

The tribe will spend $400 million, partially from its 
share of the American Rescue Plan Act funds, to replace 
the hospital in Tahlequah and $35 million to replace an 
outpatient center in Salina. Funding of up to $5 million 
will be donated to Northeastern State University’s $33 
million College of Optometry construction project.  

The legislation, Hoskin said, commits “historic sums 
to health care construction.”

“The flagship of which will be a new hospital here in 
Tahlequah, replacing Hastings hospital, which is now 
undersized,” he said.

The building will be repurposed for the tribe’s 
behavioral health mission.

“But we’ve got to build a new hospital first,” Hoskin 
said, “and the Cherokee people deserve a state-of-the-art 
hospital.”

BY CHAD HUNTER
Reporter

TAHLEQUAH – The U.S. 
Department of the Interior has 
withdrawn its 2012 decision to place 2 
acres in trust for gaming by the United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians 
on what was at the time described as 
“former reservation” land.

In a Nov. 23 letter to UKB Chief Joe Bunch, the 
assistant secretary of Indian affairs, Bryan Newland, 
said he is withdrawing the July 20, 2012, decision in 
light of “unprecedented new developments” that include 
federal and state rulings acknowledging historical 
reservation lands in eastern Oklahoma.

“These decisions make it clear that these lands are still 
considered reservation lands, and as such, undermine the 
Department of the Interior’s decision regarding ‘former 
reservation’ status for these lands,” Newland’s letter states. 
“These unprecedented new developments in Oklahoma 
require the department to conduct a novel analysis of the 
status of the former reservation of the UKB.”

The relevant cases include the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
McGirt v. Oklahoma and the state’s Hogner v. Oklahoma, 

the latter of which helped cement the Cherokee Nation’s 
reservation status.

“The UKB, created by Act of Congress in 1946 and 
chartered in 1950 does not now, and has never had, a 
reservation, nor has it been party to any treaty with the 
United States,” CN Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. said 
in a statement supporting the DOI’s decision. “Cherokee 
Nation, with its continuous government-to-government 
relationship with the United States since the founding of 
this country, exercises jurisdiction over our reservation 
and is party to relevant treaties and other agreements, 
including our last treaty with the United States in 1866.”

The DOI’s Nov. 23 letter, Hoskin added, “stands as part 
of a long line of court opinions, administrative decisions 
and Congressional actions affirming these basic and 
indisputable facts.”

A call to the UKB’s media director was not returned as 
of press time.

Earlier this year the UKB withdrew plans for gaming 
within the CN reservation. In the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern District of Oklahoma, the CN had 
challenged what it called an “unauthorized attempt to 
engage in gaming on the Cherokee Nation reservation” 
via a notice to the National Indian Gaming Commission.

The CN’s nearly 40-page complaint, filed Nov. 20, 

2020, against Bunch, the assistant chief and more than a 
dozen other tribal officials, challenged the UKB’s intent 
to “license, conduct and regulate gaming” at the River 
Brewhouse on Muskogee Avenue in Tahlequah and on 
an adjacent 2 acres, according to the CN’s filing.

“Neither parcel of land is held in trust for UKB,” 
the CN’s court filing stated. “UKB’s theory, instead, 
appears to be that these sites are located within a UKB 
reservation. In its notice to the NIGC, UKB refers to the 
River Brewhouse site as ‘held in fee by the Keetoowah 
Cherokee within its reservation.’ This assertion that 
UKB has a reservation is wrong. Both sites, however, 
are located within the Cherokee Nation Reservation and 
therefore on the ‘Indian lands’ of the Cherokee Nation.”

Despite legal wrangling between the tribes, Hoskin 
said he is committed to working together for the benefit 
of all Cherokees.

“Cherokee Nation provides services such as jobs, 
education and health care to many households consisting 
of citizens of the Cherokee Nation and members of 
UKB,” he said. “Every UKB member is eligible for health 
services through Cherokee Nation. We share a particular 
commitment to preserving the Cherokee language and our 
joint work in this area is vital. There are certainly other 
areas where we can and should find common cause.”

CN, Cherokee Phoenix partner for ‘Free Phoenix for All Program’

The Cherokee Nation Free Phoenix for All Program will 
provide a free, one-year Cherokee Phoenix subscription to 
more than 129,000 Cherokee households in order to keep 
the public informed with the latest health information 
as part of the tribe’s ongoing COVID-19 response and 
recovery efforts.

The Cherokee Nation Free Phoenix for All Program will provide a free, one-year 
Cherokee Phoenix subscription to more than 129,000 Cherokee households.
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First Lady Jill Biden reacts to a performance by the Cherokee National Youth Choir during a visit to the reservation 
in Tahlequah on Dec. 3. In a short speech, Biden stressed the importance of preserving Native languages and 
touted the U.S. administration’s new multi-million dollar plan to further that cause.

National leaders interact with students at the Cherokee Immersion 
School in Tahlequah.

2012 opinion on UKB trust land withdrawn by DOI
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The Tribal Council on Nov. 15 passed a $440 million plan to 
rebuild the Cherokee Nation’s W.W. Hastings Hospital and 
make other health care investments.

W.W. Hastings Hospital in Tahlequah 
will be rebuilt for $400 million.

CNto spend ‘historic 
sums’ on hospital, 
health care projects

Bryan Newland


