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TAHLEQUAH – The Cherokee Phoenix staff has 
chosen the finalists for its second annual Student Art 
Contest for students in grades first through eighth, and 
the public will be able to vote online for the grand prize 
winner May 17-28.  

“The Cherokee Phoenix Student Art Contest was cre-
ated as a way to not only give students in first through 
eighth grade an opportunity to express their artistic 
ability, but also make them aware of our publication and 
begin the process of getting the students interested in 
newspapers,” Executive Editor Tyler Thomas said. 

Following the April 30 deadline, the Cherokee Phoenix 
staff selected a winner from each grade: 

• First grade – Kasia Hull, Cassady School in Oklaho-
ma City; 

• Second grade – Vivian Brownfield, Grand View Ele-
mentary in Tahlequah;

• Third grade – Dakohtah Jordan, Cherokee Elementa-
ry in Catoosa; 

• Fourth grade – Kinli Murphy, Peavine Elementary in 
Stilwell; 

• Fifth grade – Alexandra Edens, Welch Elementary in 
Welch, and Leo Lor, Jay Upper Elementary in Jay; 

• Sixth grade – Rae Kingfisher, Pryor Junior High in 
Pryor;

• Seventh grade – Kate West, Fort Gibson Junior High 
in Fort Gibson; and

• Eighth grade – Autumn Collins, Rocky Mountain 
School in Stilwell.

Each grade winner will receive a Cherokee Phoenix 
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TAHLEQUAH – Four cyclists and two mentor 

riders from the Cherokee Nation will participate 
in the 2021 “Remember the Removal” Bike Ride in 
June, retracing an estimated 950 miles along the 
northern route of the Trail of Tears by bicycle. 

The ride spans from Georgia to Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas and 
Oklahoma over nearly three weeks. 

This year’s CN riders are Shace Duncan, 18, 
Stilwell; Whitney Roach, 22, Tahlequah; Melanie 
Giang, 21, Claremore; Kaylee Smith, 20, Tahlequah; 
Ronnie Duncan, 48, Stilwell, mentor rider; and 
Tracie Asbill, 39, Tahlequah, mentor rider.

The cyclists began training in December 2019 
and were originally scheduled to participate in the 
ride during the summer of 2020, but the COVID-19 
pandemic caused the 2020 ride to be canceled. The 
program is now implementing a number of safety 
precautions this year to allow the participants to 
complete the journey. 

“The Remember the Removal Bike Ride is such 
a tremendous opportunity for our Cherokee youth 
to learn the history and honor the legacy of their 
ancestors who endured some of the worst tragedy in 
the history of the Cherokee Nation,” said Principal 
Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. “Canceling the ride in 
2020 was disappointing, but we knew that it was 

absolutely the right decision to make to ensure 
no one’s safety was jeopardized in the midst of 
the worst public health crisis in generations. Our 
cyclists, our ride coordinators and the volunteers 
who will join them have all received the COVID-19 
vaccine and will soon be ready to begin their 
journey. When they return home, I know that they 
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STRIKE A POSE
Colby Brittain became Colby Brittain became 
a model after he kept a model after he kept 
being asked if he was being asked if he was 
one. one. PEOPLE, 10PEOPLE, 10

BY CHAD HUNTER
Reporter

TAHLEQUAH – Leaders from the Cher-
okee and Chickasaw nations are endors-
ing what they call narrow federal legis-
lation that would authorize tribal-state 
compacting on criminal jurisdiction.

The bill, which was introduced in 
Congress on May 11, addresses “ongoing 
jurisdictional challenges” in the wake of 

a 2020 ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court 
in McGirt v. Oklahoma.

“When it comes to McGirt – the most 
monumental Indian Country case in 
generations and one that’s going to take 
a great deal of resources and energy – we 
need more options,” Cherokee Nation 
Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. said 
during a May 10 press briefing. “We need 
the ability to do what we’ve done so well 
for so many years, which is to cooperate.”

The proposed legislation, sponsored 
by Oklahoma Rep. Tom Cole, R-Moore, 
would empower the tribes to compact 
with Oklahoma “in a meaningful way” 
for certain criminal cases, Hoskin said.

“We simply can’t do it right now 
without Congress allowing the Cherokee 
Nation to do it, allowing the Chickasaw 
Nation to do it,” he said. “Congressman 
Cole’s bill would do that.”

The July 2020 ruling by the Supreme 
Court affirmed the Muscogee (Creek) Na-
tion’s reservation status when the court 
agreed with a convicted child molester 
and Seminole Nation citizen who claimed 

that he should have been tried in federal 
court, not Oklahoma, for a crime com-
mitted on reservation land. Subsequent 
state rulings have affirmed reservation 
status for four other tribes, including the 
Cherokee Nation.

“The McGirt case, of course, has been 
extended to all of the other Five Tribes 
through various Oklahoma Court of 
Criminal Appeals cases,” Hoskin said. 
“All of this acknowledges what the 
Cherokee Nation knew, which is that our 
reservation was never disestablished. 

CN backs criminal jurisdiction compacts bill
More criminal cases are filed in the past year than in the 
past decade, tribe’s attorney general says.
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‘RTR’ RIDERS READY‘RTR’ RIDERS READY

After a year off because of the pandemic, the annual “Remember the 
Removal” trek has COVID-19 safety precautions for the 950-mile journey.

WILL CHAVEZ/CHEROKEE PHOENIX 
“Remember the Removal” cyclists are nearly finished 
with their training to retrace the Northern Route of the 
Trail of Tears. The team will leave May 26 for Cherokee, 
North Carolina, to meet a team from the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians before going to New Echota, 
Georgia, to begin their journey on May 31.  

COURTESY
From left to right are Chief of Staff Todd Enlow, Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr., “Remember the Removal” mentor 
cyclist Ronnie Duncan, cyclist Whitney Roach, mentor cyclist Tracie Asbill, cyclist Melanie Giang, cyclist Kaylee 
Smith and cyclist Shace Duncan.
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TAHLEQUAH – Claims made about Native Amer-
ican culture by a political commentator and former 
Pennsylvania senator sparked widespread ire, and 
according to Cherokee Nation leaders, highlight the 
need to “pick up the burden ourselves to educate on 
who we are.”

“There’s no need to have a talking head on a major 
network trying to pick on Native Americans as 
though we don’t matter,” said Kimberly Teehee, CN 
Government Relations director and the tribe’s con-
gressional delegate nominee. “We know we matter, 
and we know we have real, legal relationships with 
the United States and that we have real, tangible 
things that flow from who we are as tribes and as 
governments, and we have contributed greatly to the 
fabric of this country.”

CNN contributor and former U.S. Sen. Rick San-
torum on April 23 made what many have decried as 

racist and disparaging remarks 
about Native Americans and their 
cultures.

“We birthed a nation from 
nothing,” Santorum said during 
a speech to the Young America’s 
Foundation. “I mean there was 
nothing here. I mean yes, we have 
Native Americans, but candidly, 
there isn’t much Native American 
culture in American culture.”

In response, Native American organizations and 
advocates called on CNN to fire Santorum. National 
Congress of American Indians President Fawn Sharp 
described Santorum as “an unhinged and embarrass-
ing racist.”

“Any mainstream media organization should fire 
him or face a boycott from more than 500 Tribal 
Nations and our allies from across the country and 

Rick Santorum

CN leaders view Santorum’s ‘dismissive’ 
remarks as educational opportunity
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TAHLEQUAH – The Cherokee Nation attorney gen-
eral’s office has charged a Dist. 2 campaign volunteer 
with fraud and false personation for allegedly filling out 
and signing absentee ballot request forms without the 
knowledge or consent of voters.

According to the tribe, Lisa Dawn Cookson, 53, of Tah-
lequah, was arrested and charged in May.

“The Cherokee Nation takes these charges very seri-
ously,” Attorney General Sara Hill said in a statement. 
“It is critical we enforce tribal election laws in order to 
protect the rights of Cherokee citizens and protect the 
integrity of the Cherokee Nation’s electoral process.”

The criminal complaint alleges that between Janu-
ary and April, Cookson, while volunteering for a Dist. 
2 Tribal Council candidate’s campaign, presented in 
excess of 15 absentee ballot request forms to the Election 
Commission in the names of CN citizens without their 
knowledge. Cookson is also charged with one count of 
false personation for allegedly impersonating someone 
else to fill out and turn in an absentee ballot request 
form “without the consent or knowledge” of the victim.

According to the attorney general’s office, Cookson 
is currently free on bond. The complaint does not state 
which Tribal Council candidate Cookson was associated 
with. The candidates for Dist. 2 are Candessa Tehee, 
Dusty Fore, Vicki Creel, Claude Stover, Bobby Slover, 
Tonya Teaney and Jami Murphy.

This past fall, the Tribal Council refined election regu-
lations and added penalties for anyone caught breaking 
the rules. A new section called “criminal and civil sanc-
tions” states that anyone who commits election fraud 
“shall be deemed to have committed a crime” and shall 
be referred to the attorney general for prosecution.

Also, CN election code now specifically states that 
only voters who request an absentee ballot are allowed 
to sign the document.

“Any absentee ballot request application signed by a 
person other than the Registered Voter shall be discard-
ed as invalid,” the update states.

Cherokee Phoenix 

Student Art Contest 

finalists chosen
The public can vote for the winner at 
SurveyMonkey.com May 17-28.

Tribe charges Tahlequah 
woman with election fraud


