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BY LINDSEY BARK
Reporter

T
AHLEQUAH – The Cherokee Nation in 
collaboration with the Oklahoma Air National 
Guard broke ground on April 5 to build homes 

for veterans at the Mige Glory housing addition. 
The project, which was five years in the making, 

came to fruition as CN officials teamed with the 
U.S. Department of Defense Innovative Readiness 
Training program to begin working on 21 homes for 
Cherokee veterans. 

The project will take at least three years, with 
the building of seven new single-family subsidized 
homes in the first year. 

“We’re going to have around 800 engineers rotating 
through here this year constructing seven homes of 
phase one of this project,” said Master Sgt. Mitchell 
Sisco, Innovative Readiness Training operations 
manager. “So looking for a total of 21 homes by the 
time we’re done. It’ll be a culmination of Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Marines that complete the 
construction of these homes and all the utilities, 
roads and everything else.”

Personnel from the Oklahoma Air National Guard, 
the Army National Guard, the Navy Reserve and 
the Air Force Reserve Command will construct the 
homes. 

The project came about when Sisco assisted with 
a similar project in 2016 in Montana building homes 
for veterans on the Crow Nation reservation. He then 
brought the idea to CN leaders.

“We built 16 homes for veterans up there,” Sisco 
said. “I live here in Tahlequah and after coming 
home from that project I realized if we can do it in 
Montana, we can do it in Oklahoma. So I approached 
the Cherokee Nation and talked with them about how 
we can work together to make something like that 
happen. It’s five years later but here we are.”

Not only will veterans receive new homes, but the 
Innovative Readiness Training program was created 

BY CHAD HUNTER
Reporter

TAHLEQUAH – Cherokee Nation Supreme Court 
justices ruled that two challenged candidates meet the 
tribe’s qualifications to run for office in June.

Opposing candidates had challenged the eligibility of 
Freedmen descendant Marilyn Vann and current Dist. 11 
Tribal Councilor Victoria Vazquez. After hearing from 
all parties involved, the Election Commission deemed 
Vann and Vazquez eligible. Their opponents appealed 
those decisions to the Supreme Court.

In Vann’s case, the Supreme Court issued a short 
order that “affirms the decision of the Cherokee Nation 
Election Commission” that she is eligible.

Fellow At-Large candidate Robin Carter Mayes filed 
the eligibility complaint. He argued that Vann “does not 
meet the Constitutional requirements or qualifications 
in the Election Code,” specifically related to “by blood 
laws,” according to his complaint.

Cherokee Freedmen are descendants of former Chero-
kee-owned slaves. There are an estimated 8,500 enrolled 
citizens of Freedmen descent.

On Feb. 22, the court ruled – at the behest of the CN 
attorney general’s office – that “by blood” language is 
void and should be removed from the tribe’s laws, in-
cluding provisions within the Constitution. The justices’ 
decision was based on a 2017 federal Cherokee Nation v. 
Nash case that determined Freedmen citizens have full 

BY LINDSEY BARK
Reporter

TAHLEQUAH – After a year of uncer-
tainty due to the pandemic and Oklahoma 
schools struggling to provide for students 
because of it, the Cherokee Nation on 
April 7 provided a record $6.3 million to 
107 school districts during a virtual Pub-
lic School Appreciation Day event. 

The tribe has provided such funds an-
nually since 2002 via revenue from motor 
vehicle tag sales, allocating 38% to edu-
cation. This year funds equated to $217.09 
per student for nearly 30,000 students who 
are CN citizens, though funding helps all 
students.

Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. spoke 
to school leaders about the difficult year 
they faced when all Oklahoma schools 

were forced to close in March 2020.
“You’ve gone through the worst public 

health crisis in generations,” Hoskin 
said. “You’ve had to make some of the 
toughest decisions of any leaders around 
that I know in terms of what to do with 
your school on any given day during 
times of great uncertainty.  We’ve done 
our best to be there for you. So we’ll be 
there with you in the good times and 
tough times. But you’ve got a friend in 
the Cherokee Nation.”

Most schools in the past have used 
funds for teacher salaries, operations, 
technology or other improvements. 
This year most schools are using funds 
to recover and respond to the effects of 
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CN gives record $6.3M to public schools

COURTESY
Cherokee Nation officials provide a record $6.3 million to public schools during its 
annual Public School Appreciation Day virtual event on April 7. 

The Cherokee Nation gives its largest amount to date to 
public schools in the tribe’s reservation.
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Cherokee Nation officials and Oklahoma Air National Guard personnel break ground on the Mige Glory housing 
addition on April 5 in Tahlequah. An expected 21 homes will be built for Cherokee veterans, constructed by military 
personnel in the U.S. Department of Defense Innovative Readiness Training program.

Twenty-one single-family homes will 
be provided to veterans through the 
efforts of the Cherokee Nation and 
the Department of Defense.
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BY D. SEAN ROWLEY
Senior Reporter

TAHLEQUAH – Many jurisdictional 
questions have been raised by the Mc-
Girt v. Oklahoma decision about how 
far the reach of tribal, state and feder-
al law enforcement agencies extends 
onto Native reservations, particularly 
when non-Natives perpetrate a crime.

Cherokee Nation Attorney General Sara Hill spoke 
to reporters during an April 6 virtual press conference 
about the potential effects of McGirt.

“It was important for the tribes to get an acknowledg-
ment by the United States Supreme Court that the trea-
ties made between the United States and the Five Tribes 
had meaning,” Hill said. “The consequence of that was 
the acknowledgment that the state had been illegally 
prosecuting people – Indians or people who had commit-
ted crimes against Indians – for 100 years.”

Early on, Hill said victims of crimes in cases that 
could be retried had the support of the CN attorney gen-
eral’s office.

“Those processes are inevitably going to be painful 
for the families and victims involved,” Hill said. “We’re 

AG says current 
reservation jurisdictions 
present challenges

Oklahoma Air National Guard Master Sgt. Mitchell Sisco 
speaks April 5 on the collaborative effort between the 
Cherokee Nation and OANG to provide homes to veterans 
in Tahlequah.

Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. speaks at a 
groundbreaking ceremony on April 5 for the Mige Glory 
housing addition that will provide 21 homes for Cherokee 
veterans. 

Supreme Court 
says challenged 
candidates eligible
The Cherokee Nation’s high court 
backs decisions made by the Election 
Commission.
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Only the federal government can 
prosecute major crimes and
non-Natives in Indian Country.
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