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BY LINDSEY BARK
Reporter

TAHLEQUAH – Since the Cherokee Nation an-
nounced it will offer aid every CN citizen with a 
$2,000 COVID-19 relief payment through its Respond 
Recover Rebuild initiative, one of the greatest needs 
that tribal leaders have seen is helping elders apply.

Many elders in the CN who are not proficient in 
using online services or do not have Internet access 
can attend one of 13 drive-thru events hosted by the 
tribe to get assistance.

Funding comes from the American Rescue Plan 
act from where the tribe received $1.8 billion for 
COVID-19 relief with 43% of funds going directly to 
CN citizens. 

“The immediate concern was the elder saying they 
don’t have an email address, they never needed one. 
But everything that has been put out says you have to 

access the Internet and use an email address. So we 
anticipated that and started to make plans upon hear-
ing some of those concerns. That’s been the primary 
concern,” said Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr.

To apply, CN citizens must register on the tribe’s 
Gadugi Portal with an email and their CN registry 
number. They can also access the application on the 
portal once they’ve registered. 

“I think approximately 49% of our entire popula-
tion has found their way to the website and signed 
up,” said Hoskin. “So we’re at 185,000 to 190,000 
citizens. But we know many people lack connectivity 
or they’re not familiar with the technology in terms of 

BY CHAD HUNTER
Reporter

T
AHLEQUAH – A Dist. 2 campaign volunteer 
facing jail time and fines for election crimes 
pleaded not guilty June 15 to the charges 

lodged against her by the Cherokee Nation attorney 
general’s office.

Lisa Dawn Cookson, 53, of Tahlequah, through an 
attorney, entered her plea during a brief appearance 
before presiding District Court Judge T. Luke 
Barteaux. She is accused of preparing, altering and 
signing more than 90 absentee ballot request forms 
without the knowledge or consent of voters between 
January and April “in an attempt to alter the 
outcome” of the June 5 general election.

On May 3, the attorney general’s office charged 
Cookson with one count each of election fraud and 
false personation. However, on June 14, an additional 
five counts of false personation were added to the 
complaint, which also upped the number of allegedly 
fraudulent absentee ballot request forms from “in 
excess of 15” to 90.

The false personation charges allege that Cookson 
impersonated others to fill out and turn in absentee 
ballot request forms “without the consent or 
knowledge” of the victims.

Cookson, a volunteer for Dist. 2 candidate Bobby 
Slover’s campaign, was arrested May 4 and later 
released on bond, according to the attorney general’s 
office. Under CN law, election fraud and false 
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TAHLEQUAH – Plans to create a memorial that hon-
ors Cherokee speakers lost to COVID-19 was supported 
by tribal councilors in committee June 24.

According to the resolution initiated by Tribal Coun-
cil Speaker Joe Byrd, a memorial would be located at the 
future Durbin Feeling Language Center in Tahlequah.

“I’m glad to see you did this, speaker,” Tribal Council-
or Canaan Duncan said during June’s Rules Committee. 
“It’s pretty awesome.”

Byrd said he “talked this over with administration, 
and they thought it’d be a good idea.”

The resolution in part reads, “The Cherokee Nation 
has lost many of its Cherokee speakers to the COVID-19 
pandemic creating a hardship on numerous Cherokee 
families and the language and cultural preservation of 
the Cherokee people.”

The Cherokee Nation has an estimated 2,000 fluent 
speakers. In 2020, the CN lost a total of 135, at least 50 of 
whom died from COVID-19, according the tribe.

The CN officially broke ground on the multi-mil-
lion-dollar language center in May. The former Chero-
kee Casino-Tahlequah building is being remodeled and 
expanded for the center at a cost of approximately $5 
million.

When completed – likely in 2022 – the center will con-
solidate all of the tribe’s language-related efforts under 
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WASHINGTON – An image of former Principal Chief 
Wilma Mankiller with “a resolute gaze to the future” has 
been recommended for the reverse side of a 2022 quarter 
as part of the U.S. Mint’s American Women Quarters 
series.

The quarter’s preferred design – one of three up for con-
sideration – has been endorsed by both the Congress-es-
tablished Citizens Coinage Advisory Committee and U.S. 
Commission of Fine Arts, according to Coin World, which 
has covered the numismatic field since 1960.

“The reverse design recommended for the Mankill-

er coin depicts Mankiller with a resolute gaze to the 
future,” an article on coinworld.com noted. “The wind 
is at her back, and she is wrapped in a traditional shawl. 
To her left is the seven-pointed star of the Cherokee 
Nation.”

Additional inscriptions read “Principal Chief” and, in 
the Cherokee Language, “Cherokee Nation.” Mankiller 
served as principal chief from 1985-95.

“Chief Mankiller was quite a force,” Principal Chief 
Chuck Hoskin Jr. said. “When she became chief in 
the 1980s, Cherokee Nation was still trying to regain 
its footing from nearly a century of oppression and 
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Former Chief Mankiller to adorn 2022 quarter

COURTESY
Former Principal Chief Wilma Mankiller will be featured 
on the reverse side of a 2022 quarter as part of the U.S. 
Mint’s American Women Quarters series.

The preferred design shows the late Principal Chief Wilma Mankiller with 
“resolute gaze to the future” on the U.S. Mint’s American Women Quarter.
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Lisa Dawn Cookson, of Tahlequah, appears before presiding Cherokee Nation District Court Judge T. Luke Barteaux 
on June 15. Cookson is accused of preparing, altering and signing more than 90 absentee ballot request forms 
without the knowledge or consent of voters. 

The attorney general’s office files five additional false personation charges.
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During a June 15 drive-thru event at the old Cherokee 
Casino in Tahlequah, volunteers helped elders and com-
munity members with registering for the Gadugi Portal 
and applying for the $2,000 COVID-19 relief payment 
from Cherokee Nation.

SEE QUARTER, 3

CN helps elders apply 
for relief payments with 
drive-thru events
To service elders with the $2,000 
COVID-19 relief payment process, 
the Cherokee Nation created 
community drive-thru events to help 
them register and apply. 

BY STAFF REPORTS

TAHLEQUAH – According to a Cherokee Nation press 
release, the CN has signed an agreement with Vian of-
ficials to donate revenue from traffic and misdemeanor 
citations back to the municipality.

 In May, the Tribal Council approved legislation grant-
ing authority the tribe to enter such agreements that 
are intended to ensure city municipalities do not lose 
funding sources after the U.S. Supreme Court’s McGirt 
ruling and the subsequent Hogner ruling.

The release states the Hogner ruling recognized the CN 

CN, Vian agree to donate 
ticket fees back to town

COURTESY 
The Cherokee Nation agrees with Vian to donate revenue 
from traffic and misdemeanor citations back to it. In the 
front row are Vian Mayor Dennis Fletcher, Principal Chief 
Chuck Hoskin Jr. and Deputy Chief Bryan Warner. In the back 
row are Secretary of Veteran Affairs S. Joe Crittenden, Assis-
tant Attorney General Sandy Crosslin, Vian Chief of Police 
Daniel New, Attorney General Sara Hill, Secretary of State 
Tina Glory Jordan, Tribal Councilor E.O. Smith, Secretary of 
Natural Resources Chad Harsha, Delegate to Congress Kim 
Teehee and Deputy Attorney General Chrissi Nimmo. 

Memorial for Cherokee-
speaking pandemic 
victims clears committee
The memorial is planned at the future 
Durbin Feeling Language Center in 
Tahlequah.
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Vian retains fees and fines associated 
with tribal traffic and misdemeanor 
offenses via donations, in exchange 
for the policing and administration.
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