
National Park Service will allow 
Cherokee Nation citizens to gather 
traditional plants within the Buffalo 
National River Park in Arkansas.

BY CHAD HUNTER
Reporter

TAHLEQUAH – Cherokee Nation citizens will be 
allowed to gather more than 70 culturally significant 
plants within the Buffalo National River Park in Ar-
kansas under a new agreement with the National Park 
Service.

“This memorandum of agreement will ensure that 
by working together … Cherokee citizens – and we will 
manage that in a responsible way together – can access 
those areas of the Buffalo National River for collection 
of those very important plants,” Principal Chief Chuck 
Hoskin Jr. said.

For plant gathering, the CN will create a process for 
citizens to register online at the Gadugi Portal, then will 
submit those names to the NPS. The Cherokee Nation 
will keep records of the gathering under the agreement. 
Plant gathering areas within the park include Lost Val-
ley, Tyler Bend, Buffalo Point and Rush.

“Certainly modern pressures such as climate change 
threaten medicinal plants across our reservation as 
they do for Native peoples around the world,” Hoskin 
said. “So it’s important that Cherokee Nation take steps 
to protect, in particular, medicinal plants because the 
knowledge of those plants is something that is in scarce 
supply these days.”

CN leaders and representatives of the NPS officially 
sealed the deal outside the Tribal Complex on April 
20, two days before the international Earth Day 
celebration. Mark Foust, the NPS Buffalo National 
River superintendent, said his agency has a long 
history with the Cherokee Nation, “especially at Buffalo 
National River,” which is 135 miles long and spans three 
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Pact forged with National Park Service for plant gathering
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TAHLEQUAH – The Cherokee Nation 
has distributed more than $628 million 
in the form of $2,000 individual COVID 
assistance payments since last summer 
to help Cherokee citizens recover from 
the pandemic. 

Cherokee Nation Principal Chief 
Chuck Hoskin Jr. and Deputy Chief 
Bryan Warner announced in May 2021 
that the tribe was dedicating 43% of the 
$1.8 billion in funds received from the 
American Rescue Act toward individual 
COVID assistance payments for 
Cherokees.

So far more than 313,900 Cherokee citizens 
have applied and received the payments.

“We know these assistance payments 
have tremendously helped our tribal 
citizens and their loved ones recover 
from the economic hardships faced 
from what has been the worst public 
health crisis in generations,” Hoskin 
said. “The June 1, 2022 deadline for the 
assistance payments is approaching, 
so we hope our Cherokee citizens who 
have not yet registered on our Gadugi 
Portal for the assistance payment will do 
so before the deadline as Deputy Chief 
and I are allowing for Cherokee citizens 
with pending citizenship applications to 
receive the funds after June 1 as long as 
their application is in.”

Those who have their Cherokee Nation 

citizenship application submitted to 
CN Registration by June 1, 2022, or 
currently have pending applications 
with registration will also be eligible to 
still receive the $2,000 COVID assistance 
payment through June 1, 2024.

The Cherokee Nation has received 
the largest volume of citizenship 
applications ever over the past year. To 
meet the higher demand in applications, 
Registration has added more than 50 
department staff and expanded shifts to 
Saturdays and until 7 p.m. during the 
weekdays.

“I commend our registration 
department who has worked tirelessly 

to process the record number of 
citizenship applications received during 
COVID, as well as our IT department 
to ensure our Gadugi Portal was up 
and that citizens were successfully 
registered,” Warner said. “This program 
was a major undertaking and a historic 
one for the Cherokee Nation but has 
helped so, so many of our families in 
their time of need.”

Click to register on the Gadugi 
Portal or if you have questions about 
your Gadugi Portal registration, email 
support-gadugiportal@cherokee.org.

For registration questions, call 918-458-
6980 or email registration@cherokee.org.

CN citizenship applications submitted by June 1 eligible for COVID Assistance Payments
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Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. explains 
an agreement with the National Park Service for gathering 
traditional plants within the Buffalo National River Park in 
Arkansas on April 20. Seated next to Hoskin is NPS Buffalo 
National River Superintendent Mark Foust.

COURTESY
World War II veteran and Cherokee Nation citizen Wayne 
Kellehan, 96, of Claremore, is honored March 30 by the 
state legislature as “veteran of the week.”

Cherokee Nation Citizenship applications submitted 
to Cherokee Nation Registration by June 1, are still 
eligible for a COVID Assistance Payment through June 
1, 2024.
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OKLAHOMA CITY – A proud Cherokee Nation 
citizen and World War II veteran took center stage as 
an Oklahoma “veteran of the week” during the latest 
legislative session.

Wayne G. Kellehan, 96, of Claremore, was honored 
March 30 with an official citation from the Oklahoma 
House of Representatives.

“That was an amazing thing to me,” Kellehan said. 
“It’s been wonderful, I’ll say that.”

Kellehan was drafted into the U.S. Army on Oct. 20, 
1944, at 19 years of age. After basic training, he served 
for 18 months in the Philippines during WWII before 
he was honorably discharged. Friends and family say 
Kellehan is proud of his service, but is typically reserved 
when it comes to sharing those memories.

“To this day he doesn’t really talk a lot about it,” his 
daughter, Carolyn Zuniga, said. “I did ask him just 
recently, I said how many people were in your company, 
and he goes about like 900. I said so how many came 
back home. He said probably about 200. So, he saw a lot.”

Kellehan is a past Cherokee Warrior Flight 
passenger. The annual, Cherokee Nation-funded flight 
to Washington, D.C., give veterans a chance to visit 
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T
AHLEQUAH – Six cyclists from the 
Cherokee Nation will participate in the 2022 
“Remember the Removal” Bike Ride this 

June, retracing an estimated 950 miles along the 
northern route of the Trail of Tears by bicycle. 
This marks the first year for the team to be 
comprised entirely of Cherokee women.

The ride spans from Georgia to Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas and 
Oklahoma over nearly three weeks.

“For generations, we’ve always honored our 
ancestors and the devastation that they endured 
during the Trail of Tears,” Principal Chief Chuck 
Hoskin Jr. said. “The ‘Remember the Removal’ 
Bike Ride is such a tremendous opportunity for 
our Cherokee youth to learn the history and honor 
the legacy of their ancestors who endured some of 
the worst tragedy in the history of the Cherokee 
Nation. It helps the cyclists learn more about the 

history of the Cherokee Nation, but also helps 
them pay tribute to those that suffered on the 
trail to Indian territory. Perhaps as importantly, 
this journey allows them to reflect on how the 
Cherokee people have persevered over those 
past obstacles. It wasn’t without pain, it wasn’t 
without setbacks, but today, because of what our 
ancestors overcame, these six Cherokees will be 
accomplishing a life-changing journey across 
seven states.”

The cyclists will average around 60 miles a day 
along the routes used by their Cherokee ancestors 
who made the same trek by foot and wagon 
more than 184 years ago. Of the estimated 16,000 
Cherokees who were forced to make the journey 
to Indian Territory in 1838 and 1839, about 4,000 
died due to starvation, disease and exposure to the 
elements.

Participants were selected based on an essay, 
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2022 “Remember the Removal” cyclists are: Kayce O’Field, left, Emily Christie, Jeanetta Leach, Kortney Dry, Desiree 
Matthews and Madison Whitekiller.

The ride spans from Georgia to Tennessee, Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, 
Arkansas and Oklahoma over nearly three weeks.
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Cherokee Nation citizen Wayne 
Kellehan was drafted into the U.S. 
Army at 19 years of age.

96-year-old WWII veteran 
honored by state legislature

“We know these assistance payments have tremendously 
helped our tribal citizens and their loved ones recover from 
the economic hardships faced from what has been the worst 
public health crisis in generations.”   

Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr.


