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T
AHLEQUAH – According to a Cherokee Nation 
press release, the tribe administered its 10,000th 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine during the last 

week of January to CN citizens falling within the 
tribe’s Phase 1 and Phase 2A priority distribution 
plan, which includes frontline health care workers, 
first-language Cherokee speakers and Cherokee 
elders. 

“From Day 1 of the first doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine arriving in the Cherokee Nation, we have 
prioritized Cherokee speakers, Cherokee elders 
and our health care workers who have been on the 
frontlines protecting all of us during the worst health 
crisis we’ve seen in generations,” said Principal Chief 

Chuck Hoskin Jr. “I appreciate our Health Services 
team for working so tirelessly to provide this vaccine 
to the most vulnerable in our communities. They 
have been effective and efficient in this process, and 
their work is saving lives every day.” 

Nearly 60% of the tribe’s allotted COVID-19 vac-
cines have been provided to first-language Cherokee 
speakers, Cherokee National Treasures and Chero-
kees elders since the first doses arrived on Dec. 14, the 
release states.

“This milestone for our health system is one we are 
excited to celebrate,” said Health Services Executive 
Director Dr. R. Stephen Jones. “It’s an encourage-
ment to our health teams to have vaccinated this 

BY CHAD HUNTER
Reporter

TAHLEQUAH – A total of 38 Cherokee Nation citizens 
declared their candidacies to run for nine seats on the 
Tribal Council in the June 5 general election.

“There will be a race in every district because we have 
at least two in every district,” Election Commission 
Chairwoman Shawna Calico said. “There are eight run-
ning for At-Large.”

The four-day filing window ended Feb. 4 for seats in 
Tribal Council districts 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11, 15 and one At-
Large. The EC has until Feb. 22 to certify those who filed 
as official candidates.

“We have five business days for anyone to file a pro-
test,” Calico said. “That’s until the 11th for anybody to 
contest the eligibility. Then we have until the 18th for 
anybody to withdraw.”

In Dist. 2, longtime Councilor Joe Byrd is terming out 
of office. His district in Cherokee County attracted seven 
candidates: Vicki Creel, Dusty Fore, Jami Murphy, 
Bobby Slover, Tonya Teaney and Candessa Tehee, all of 
Tahlequah, and Claude Stover, of Oaks.

Dist. 4 incumbent Tribal Councilor Mike Dobbins, of 
Fort Gibson, filed along with Sarah Cowett, of Porum. 
The district includes portions of Muskogee and McIn-
tosh counties.

Current Dist. 5 Tribal Councilor E.O. Smith, of Vian, 
filed along with Richard W. Tyler and RL Bell, of Braggs. 
His district represents portions of Sequoyah and Musk-
ogee counties.

In Dist. 7, which covers the western side of Adair 

BY WILL CHAVEZ
Assistant Editor

TAHLEQUAH – After Sequoyah invented the Cher-
okee syllabary in the early 1800s, his written language 
was used primarily for Christian instruction, but tribal 
leaders saw the syllabary could also be used to inform 
Cherokee people via a newspaper. 

“To obtain a correct and complete knowledge of these 
people, there must exist a vehicle of Indian intelligence, 
altogether different from those which have heretofore 
been employed,” Elias Boudinot, the Cherokee Phoenix’s 
first editor, said.

The 23-year-old planned to print the news and other 

matters important to Cherokee people in columns of 
Cherokee and English. A 30-foot-by-20-foot news office 
was established in the new Cherokee capital at New 
Echota, Georgia.

A 1,000-pound printing press and its accompanying 
equipment arrived at New Echota on Feb. 1, 1828, after a 
200-mile wagon trip from Augusta, Georgia, over moun-
tainous traders’ paths. It would be used to print the 
weekly newspaper and other tribal publications. 

Speaking to the National Council on Oct. 13, 1827, 
Principal Chief John Ross asserted, “the public press 
deserves the patronage of the people and should be 
cherished as an important vehicle in the diffusion of 
general information and…in asserting and supporting 

our political rights.”
During the first three weeks in Feb-

ruary 1828, the Phoenix staff worked 
diligently to master the intricacies 
of their new machine and in hand 
setting copy for the inaugural edition 
that was printed on Feb. 21. 

Rev. Samuel Worcester, a Cal-
vinist missionary who lived among 
the Cherokee and played a role in 

founding the newspaper and obtaining the printing 
press, drew up a prospectus for the Phoenix calling for 
the publication of information on various subjects: laws 
and documents of the CN; accounts of manners and 
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Cherokee Phoenix hails 193rd year

Elias Boudinot

The tribe’s independent newspaper marks its 193rd anniversary on Feb. 21.

COURTESY
Former Principal Chief Ross Swimmer gets a COVID-19 vaccination by a Cherokee Nation health worker. He is one 
of nearly 6,000 Cherokee elders who recently received a COVID-19 vaccine through the tribe. The CN administered 
its 10,000th dose of the vaccine during the last week of January.

Nearly 60% of the tribe’s allotted vaccines have been provided to first-
language Cherokee speakers, Cherokee National Treasures and elders.

BY D. SEAN ROWLEY
Senior Reporter

HULBERT – Despite delays from weather and the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Housing Authority of the Cher-
okee Nation has opened its complex of eight efficiency 
homes for elders in Hulbert.

The homes are among a number that have been 
opened by the HACN recently, including complexes in 
Tahlequah and Salina. New housing is also planned near 
the former Cherokee Casino Tahlequah, which is intend-
ed to serve as homes for Cherokee speakers.

“There absolutely is a need for housing, and there is 
always going to be a need for housing,” said Jerri Killer, 
HACN interim executive director. “We like these small-
er efficiency units, especially for elders. We are looking 
at where we can do more of these. We believe these units 
will be beneficial highly concentrated in areas.”

Among the first Hulbert residents is Ellen Graves, 67, 
who said she had lived in apartments since her divorce 
more than 10 years ago. She lives with her bird named 

The homes in Hulbert’s Shade Addition are 720 
square feet with one bedroom and one bathroom.
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Ellen Graves walks through her living area inside 
one of the efficiency homes recently opened in 
Hulbert to residents by the Housing Authority of the 
Cherokee Nation. 

Residents move into 
HACN efficiency homes
Construction and the opening of the 
Hulbert homes were delayed by bad 
weather and the pandemic.

BY LINDSEY BARK
Reporter

TAHLEQUAH – In March 2020, the U.S. government 
passed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity Act to help financially aid individuals, businesses 
and tribes through the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Cherokee Nation received nearly $411 million 
in CARES Act funding, which has been spent via its 
Respond, Recover and Rebuild spending plan.

“We went where the needs were and the needs were 
all over, and different for different communities,” 
Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. said. “There was an 
ongoing need for PPE manufacturing, so we are having 
Cherokees produce them in the Cherokee Nation. Other 
facilities will be used for food security efforts. As we con-
tinue the largest emergency food distribution program 

Tribe releases its 
Coronavirus Relief 
Fund spending

COURTESY 
The Cherokee Nation launched the largest emergency 
food distribution effort in the tribe’s history as part of its 
Coronavirus Relief Fund.

38 declare for 9 
Council seats
The Cherokee Nation’s At-Large seat 
attracts eight candidates alone.
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