
BY CHAD HUNTER
Reporter

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Depart-
ment of the Treasury has approved an 
image of former Principal Chief Wilma 
Mankiller with “a resolute gaze to the 
future” for the reverse side of a 2022 
quarter as part of the U.S. Mint’s Ameri-
can Women Quarters series.

“These inspiring coin designs tell 
the stories of five extraordinary wom-
en whose contributions are indelibly 
etched in American culture,” acting 
Mint Director Alison L. Doone said via 
a news release. “Generations to come 
will look at coins bearing these designs 
and be reminded of what can be accom-
plished with vision, determination and 
a desire to improve opportunities for 
all.”

The Mint plans to issue five quarters 
in the American Women Quarters se-

ries each year from 2022-25. Next year’s 
coins will recognize the achievements 
of Mankiller, Maya Angelou, Dr. Sally 
Ride, Nina Otero-Warren and Anna May 
Wong.

The Mankiller design, one of three 
that were considered, includes inscrip-
tions that read “Principal Chief” and, 
in the Cherokee Language, “Cherokee 
Nation.” Mankiller served as principal 
chief from 1985-95.

“Chief Mankiller was quite a force,” 
Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. said 
in July as the coin designs were nar-
rowed. “When she became chief in the 
1980s, Cherokee Nation was still trying 
to regain its footing from nearly a 
century of oppression and suppression 
of our government by the United States. 
Chief Mankiller was very bold in what 
she expected the United States to do, 
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BY STAFF REPORTS
 
JAY – Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin 

Jr. on Oct. 19 signed into law the Verna 
D. Thompson Early Childhood Edu-
cation Act during a visit to the tribe’s 
Head Start facility in Jay. 

Hoskin signed the legislation after 
announcing the law in September and 
receiving Tribal Council approval earli-
er in the month. 

According to a Cherokee Nation 
press release, the act will invest up to 
$40 million to replace eight existing CN 
Head Start centers and upgrade others 
within the CN reservation. It also calls 
for a comprehensive review of all early 
childhood education services for CN 
citizens, the release states. 

“Cherokees have long known that 
the first years of any child’s life should 
be spent in a nurturing and enriching 
environment to help build the best pos-
sible foundation for their lives,” Hoskin 
said. “Our collective future is being 
written today by the investments we are 
making in our youngest children. That’s 
why I am excited to sign the Verna D. 
Thompson Early Childhood Education 
Act. This is an historic step in Cherokee 
Nation’s aggressive plan to help our 
youngest learners and their caregivers. 
The legislation is named in honor of 
Head Start Director Verna Thompson, 
who has worked for Cherokee Nation 
and in early childhood education for 37 

years. Her dedication to early childhood 
education is unparalleled.” 

According to the release, the act will 
modernize facilities for thousands of 
children – predominantly Cherokee and 
often from low-income homes – as young 
as six weeks to pre-school age who are 

BY STAFF REPORTS
 
TAHLEQUAH – The Cherokee Nation is investing 

an additional $29 million in the next three years to 
help CN citizens negatively impacted by COVID-19 
receive job training in skilled trades including health 
care, construction, child care and information tech-
nology. 

Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. announced the 
initiative as part of the second anniversary of the CN 
Career Readiness Act, which he and Deputy Chief 
Bryan Warner proposed in 2019 and later signed into 
law after passage by the Tribal Council, states a CN 
press release. 

“To my core, I truly believe that the Cherokee peo-
ple want to work; they just need a government that 
has their back. I believe we ought to live in a society 
in which people who are willing to work hard, regard-
less of what skill they want to develop, that their hard 
work ought to be rewarded,” Hoskin said. “When that 
occurs, families prosper, and as a result our commu-

nities prosper.”
Hoskin said that with the act, funding to train CN 

citizens in various skills doubled to $2 million per 
year. He added that in 2020 the tribe leveraged federal 
COVID recovery funds to stretch that to $7 million 
and as a result, saw “more Cherokees finding great 
opportunities for education and on-the-job training.”

“I am proud that we will now make an additional 
$29 million investment into the Career Readiness Act 
over the next three years and ensure that Cherokees 
who want to work do indeed have a government that 
has their back,” he said. “And as we grow and train 
the workforce of this region, we will make a dramat-
ic impact on the economy here across the Cherokee 
Nation reservation in unprecedented ways.” 

Under the Career Readiness Act, hundreds of CN 
citizens have received vocational assistance through 
CN Career Services during the past two years, the 
release states. 

COURTESY
The Cherokee Nation is investing an additional $29 million in the next three years to help CN citizens negatively 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic receive vocational training in skilled trade sectors.

Hundreds of Cherokee Nation citizens have received vocational help 
through the tribe’s Career Services during the past two years.
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STILWELL – Cherokee Nation leaders on Oct. 
19 announced plans to build a multi-million dollar, 
50,000-square-foot wellness center in Adair County as 
part of the tribe’s Public Health and Wellness Fund Act.

“This is an investment of $10 million,” Principal Chief 
Chuck Hoskin Jr. told a gathering of tribal and city lead-
ers at the Wilma P. Mankiller Health Center in Stilwell. 
“But I submit to you all that the return on the invest-
ment can’t be measured in dollars. We know people who 
come in here, get healthier and lead healthier lives will 
be more productive. They will cost our health system 
less, and the quality of life for the people who use this 
facility will go up.”

Hoskin added that many Cherokees are “struggling 
with health conditions that we could improve if we give 
them access to ways to exercise and to eat better and get 
physically fit.”

“These are important concepts that we need to em-
brace more fully within our health system, and we are 
going to do that,” he said.

The future facility, named in honor of the late Mary 

COURTESY
Cherokee Nation leaders on Oct. 19 gather with leaders 
from Stilwell and Adair County, as well as members of the 
Carson family, to announce the construction of a well-
ness center to be built on land donated by Jim and Drew      
Carson next to the Wilma P. Mankiller Health Center.  

CN to construct 

$10M wellness 

center in Stilwell 
The center will be built on five acres 
next to the Wilma P. Mankiller Health 
Center in Adair County. 

COURTESY
Former Principal 
Chief Wilma 
Mankiller will be 
featured on the 
reverse side of a 
2022 quarter as 
part of the U.S. 
Mint’s American 
Women Quarters 
series. 

U.S. Treasury OKs Mankiller 
design for 2022 quarter
The 2022 quarter design depicts former Principal Chief 
Wilma Mankiller with a “resolute gaze to the future.”
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The legislation invests up to $40 million into the tribe’s 
early childhood education initiatives.

Hoskin signs Verna D. 
Thompson Childhood 
Education Act into law

COURTESY
Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. on Oct. 19 
visits the tribe’s Jay Head Start program 
staff and students, including a 2-year-old 
student, to celebrate a $40 million invest-
ment into early childhood services. 


