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TAHLEQUAH – In a recent Resources Committee meeting, 
updates were given to Tribal Councilors on the tribe’s meat 
processing facility, the seed bank, the tribe’s response to the 
Environmental Protection Agency granting Oklahoma cer-
tain regulatory environmental authority over tribal lands, the 
transit system getting two new electric buses and the hunting 
and fishing compact with the state. 

Asked what the procedures were for Cherokee Nation citi-
zens looking to get meat processed by the tribe and reselling 
the meat for their own profit, Management Resources Exec-
utive Director David Moore said, as of now, the processing 
facility is solely “for individuals, custom processing, so most 
of your packages say ‘not for sale.’” 

“Without USDA (United States Department of Agriculture) 
inspection they can’t sell it, and for the first phase I don’t 
think we should have any issues with that. The plan is to 
grow this thing, you know, baby steps, learn how to do it and 
just keep adding to it until we become USDA certified,” Moore 
said.

Moore said the facility will be able to process deer, bison, 
hogs and cattle.

Tribal Councilor Harley Buzzard asked if the CN is going 
to send workers to train or become USDA certified to make 
inspections.

“That was our initial conversation of trying to work with 
Diane Kelley’s team (CN Career Services) to identify that so 
we have a steady supply chain of people that could work in 
the facility and be trained and certified to make sure that we 
do it correctly,” Chief of Staff Todd Enlow said.

Secretary of Natural Resources Chad Harsha gave updates 
on the tribe’s yearly seed bank program, stating that this year 
has seen the most demand for seeds from the public.

“To put it in perspective, we’ve received 3,000 more re-
quests within the first three days of this program than we had 
for any entire calendar year before,” Harsha said.

He said just under 5,000 packages have been mailed out so 
far.
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TAHLEQUAH – A graphic artist’s vivid depic-
tion of a red and yellow phoenix is featured on the 
Cherokee Phoenix’s 2021 Homecoming T-shirt.

Kevin Baldridge, 54, a Cherokee Nation citizen 
from York, Nebraska, submitted this year’s win-
ning design.

“I’m extremely honored to do this,” he said. 
“I’ve been wanting to do this for a couple 
of years. So I sat down and started drawing 
some things. I looked at what the previous 
winners have done. I wanted to do something 
maybe a little simpler, more organic.”

Baldridge is a graphic designer by trade.
“I’ve been doing it for about 30 years 

now,” he said. “The artistry of the 
Cherokee Nation must have gotten 
in my blood.”

Baldridge’s T-shirt design fea-
tures a phoenix and seven-point-
ed star. Above the design, in 
Cherokee syllabary, are the 
words “Cherokee Phoenix.” 
Below the image, in English, are 
the words “CHEROKEE HOME-
COMING,” as well as “2021” and 
Baldridge’s signature.

“I wanted to give it energy and 
just make it alive like the Cherokee 
Nation,” he said. “We will always 

be alive. We return from the ashes, and you just 
can’t keep us down.”

In 2016, the Cherokee Phoenix commissioned 
Cherokee artist Buffalo Gouge to design its initial 
T-shirt, one that differed from the tribe’s Cherokee 
National Holiday shirts. In 2017, the Cherokee 
Phoenix sought entries from Cherokee artists and 
chose Daniel HorseChief’s concept. In 2018, Nath-

alie Standingcloud’s design was chosen, and 
in 2019, Mallory Taylor’s submission was 
selected. Last year’s design was created by 
Cherokee artist Codey Poindexter.

The shirts are black and short-sleeved 
with adult sizes ranging from small to 3XL. 

The Cherokee Phoenix is also offering a 
youth medium size. All shirts are priced 

at $21.20, tax included. To order, call 
918-207-4975, email billy-frogg@
cherokee.org or stop by the Cher-
okee Phoenix office in the Annex 

Building (Old Motel) on the Trib-
al Complex.

Staff members will also have 
shirts at booths at CN events. 

For information, check our social 
media sites.

CHEROKEECHEROKEE PHOENIXPHOENIX
193 YEARS OF JOURNALISM193 YEARS OF JOURNALISMMAY 3, 2MAY 3, 2021021CHEROKEEPHOENIX.ORGCHEROKEEPHOENIX.ORG

CHEROKEE COWGIRL
Lexy Keys, an Oklahoma State Lexy Keys, an Oklahoma State 
University freshman from University freshman from 
Sequoyah High School, starts Sequoyah High School, starts 
16 games.   16 games.   PEOPLE, 10PEOPLE, 10

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

WATER IS LIFEWATER IS LIFE

SEE PLANT, 3

SCAN 
CODE 
FOR 
VIDEO

JOSH FOURKILLER

BY CHAD HUNTER
Reporter

B
ELL – The Cherokee Nation is doubling its 
financial support for improvements to aging 
waterlines and systems, targeting first the 

Cherry Tree district in Adair County.
“There ought not to be a rural water district or a 

municipal water system that is second class in the 
Cherokee Nation,” Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin 
Jr. said. “It doesn’t matter whether we run it or 
not. Our people use it and we ought to put our re-
sources there to solve problems, to knock down 
barriers, to make sure water is plentiful 
for our people.”

Annually, the tribe already 
spends an estimated $2 million 
for individual and commu-
nity water system projects. 
Despite that effort, it’s 
“an unfortunate reality” 
that Cherokees still face 
barriers to reliable water 
supplies and wastewater 
disposal, Hoskin said. On 
top of those barriers, he 
added, many community 
water systems across the 
reservation remain deficient.

Legislation signed on April 
14 earmarks an additional $2 
million worth of General Fund 
dollars to help “ensure access to 
quality water systems” for Cherokees.

“Ladies and gentlemen, this is just the begin-
ning,” Hoskin said just before signing the Wilma 
P. Mankiller & Charlie Soap Water Act in Bell. “I 
predict that this year we will leverage more dollars 
for water than any time in the history of the Chero-

kee Nation.”
The legislation is named after 

the late Wilma P. Mankiller, 
CN’s first female principal chief, 
and her husband, Charlie Soap, 
a former Community Services 
executive director. Together, they helped establish 
a waterline in the Bell community decades ago.

“I think it’s a very important thing they did 
today,” Soap said. “There’s so many people that are 
still without water out in the communities. You 
know, we all, we hear the saying from the protests, 

the water protectors like Standing Rock people 
and things like that, they said water 

is life. It’s so true. Without water 
there’s no life.”

The act calls for the CN 
Department of Transportation 

and Infrastructure, formerly 
Community Services, to 
conduct biennial studies 
and identify Cherokees 
who lack access to water. 
According to the tribe, the 
department will develop a 
water-access plan for CN 
citizens identified through 

those studies. 
In addition, the act will 

identify the number of CN cit-
izens within each county of the 

reservation whose access to water 
is limited to a well water supply, and 

develop long-term strategies to bring rural 
water access to as many of them as possible. 
Also part of the legislation is a comprehensive 

infrastructure analysis of the Cherry Tree Rural 
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Charlie Soap, former Cherokee Nation Community Services executive director, right, speaks with Principal 
Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr., who signed into law the Wilma P. Mankiller & Charlie Soap Water Act on April 14 in 
the Bell community.

The Wilma P. Mankiller & Charlie Soap Water Act is signed on April 14.

Cherokee Nation citizen Kevin 
Baldridge, of York, Nebraska, wears 
his winning design for the 
Cherokee Phoenix’s 2021 
Homecoming T-shirt. 

Baldridge picked as Phoenix’s 2021 T-shirt artist
The shirts are available at our office or by calling 918-207-4975.

CN meat plant 
to seek USDA 
certification
Tribal officials say the facility will be able 
to process deer, bison, hogs and cattle.
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TAHLEQUAH – According to a Cherokee Nation press re-

lease, the CN received a clean audit opinion from an indepen-
dent, certified public accounting firm for its fiscal year 2020 
financial statements, including the tribe’s Respond, Recover 
and Rebuild COVID-19 relief initiatives. 

The CN Constitution requires an annual audit of the finan-
cial statements by a CPA be completed and presented to the 
Tribal Council within six months following the end of each 
fiscal year, which is Sept. 30. The FY 2020 audit and accompa-
nying financial reports from BKD LLP of Tulsa were given to 
the Tribal Council on March 31, the release states. 

It also states the CN has received clean audit opinions every 
year for more than 20 years. 

“The Cherokee Nation has long had a reputation for being 
good stewards of our finances,” Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin 
Jr. said. “Independent auditors have vigorously reviewed 

Firm gives CN clean 
audit for federal 
COVID spending

COURTESY
The Cherokee Nation Constitution requires an annual audit of 
the financial statements by a certified public accountant be 
completed and presented to the Tribal Council within six months 
following the end of each fiscal year, which is Sept. 30. The 
fiscal year 2020 audit and accompanying financial reports were 
given to the Tribal Council on March 31.

The relief funds undergo internal reviews 
by attorneys, accounting professionals 
and external consultants who ensure
expenditures met rules and regulations.
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