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Art Palette
Fairmount Center for 
the Arts, 8400 Fairmount 
Road in Russell: Exhibit “Works 
in Paint & Paper,” featuring 
the art of Elisabeth Licata, 
on display through Dec. 21. 
Information: 440-338-3171.

Western Reserve 
Land Conservancy, 
3850 Chagrin River Road in 
Moreland Hills: “Traditional 
and Contemporary 
Landscapes” by Diane Farr 
will be on display until Jan. 3. 
Information: 440-528-4150.

Music Notes
Bainbridge Township 
Town Hall, 17826 
Chillicothe Road (Route 306) 
in Bainbridge: Hepcat Revival 
plays live for the Bainbridge 
Swing Dance at 9 p.m. tonight 
(Friday). Cost is $10 for youths 
ages 9-17, $15 for adults, 
$35 for families and free for 
children ages 8 and younger. 
Information: 216-316-0068.

Notre Dame Chapel, 
13000 Auburn Road in 
Munson: Good Tidings Benefit 
Choir’s 30th Christmas musical 
is Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 
8 at 3 p.m. Admission is free. 
Goodwill offerings accepted for 
Geauga Hunger Task Force. 

Stage Lines
Geauga Lyric Theatre 
Guild, 101 Water St. in 
Chardon: “Peter Pan: A Musical 
Adventure” shows Friday and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2 p.m. through 
Dec. 15. Tickets are $18 for 
adults, $15 for senior citizens 
and students and $12 for 
children age 12 and younger. 
Information: 440-286-2255.

Auburn Community 
Church at Century 
Village, 14653 E. Park 
St. in Burton: Curtain 440 
presents “Anne of Green 
Gables” at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 
11 and 12. Tickets are $6. 
Information: curtain440.com/
AnneOfGreenGables2019.

Follow us on Facebook:  
@chagrinvalleytimes

Check out our new e-edition at ChagrinValleyToday.com! Want to go green? Call 440-247-5335.

Rep. Joyce, area leaders explore 
transportation needs of region 
By SUE REID

Transportation concerns for Northeast Ohio 
communities were discussed during a roundtable 
last week when U.S. Rep. Dave Joyce met with 
leaders from across the region at Solon City Hall. 

About 20 officials took part in the hour-long 
discussion, including representatives from the 
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency, 
Ohio Department of Transportation, Greater 
Cleveland Regional Transit Authority and Team 
NEO, as well as several county engineers from 
Cuyahoga, Lake and Geauga counties, and Solon 
Mayor Edward H. Kraus.

In opening the roundtable, NOACA Executive 
Director Grace Gallucci thanked the congressman 
for taking a leadership role when it comes to 
transportation and infrastructure issues affecting 
local municipalities. 

Rep. Joyce, R-Bainbridge, serves the 14th 
congressional district of Ohio, including all of 

Ashtabula, Lake and Geauga counties as well as 
eastern Cuyahoga County, northern Trumbull and 
Portage counties and northeastern Summit County.

“It’s great to have a congressman who not only 
listens but works hard to get done what we need 
to have done,” Ms. Gallucci said.

“I represent all of you,” Mr. Joyce said to those 
in attendance. 

Mr. Joyce began by sharing information on the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation or FAST 
Act set to expire in September of 2020. This funding 
and authorization law, enacted in 2015, governs 
federal surface transportation policy and spending.

 A reauthorization bill was recently approved 
by the Senate Committee on Environment and 
Public Works, the congressman explained, but 
still needs approval by the Senate Commerce, 
Banking and Finance committees before going 
to the full Senate for a vote.

Commissioners 
approve 2020 
$121 million 
spending plan 
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

Geauga County Commissioners approved 
permanent appropriations for 2020 Tuesday, noting 
that the county is in good shape to move forward 
with the construction of new county buildings.

Commissioners approved a general fund 
budget of $34.3 million for the coming year. 
Commissioners control the general fund 
for the county. A total appropriation for all 
county operations was set at $121 million. 

Commissioner Ralph Spidalieri said 
it was not that long ago that the county 
carried $6 million to $7 million in debt, 
but is now debt freed. He said that position 
should not be taken lightly and credited it 
to good leadership in the county.

“At the end of the day, this is something 
we can be proud of because not everybody 
can say that,” Mr. Spidlieri said, referring 
to other counties that are not on as firm in 
financial standing as Geauga.

The construction of new county offices 
remains one of the priorities for commis-
sioners as they make the new county offices 
a priority in the coming year.

Commissioners are now reviewing four 
requests for proposals from firms that will 
serve as construction manager at risk for 
the building project. The firms are Dunlap 
and Johnston, Icon Construction, Panzica 
Construction and Donley’s Construction.

Commissioner Timothy Lennon said all four 
are “super qualified firms.” He said any firm 
hired would have to offer reassurances that the 
county project is given priority during a time 
when the construction industry is booming.

Adrian Gorton, county budget and finance 
manager, presented the permanent ap-
propriations, noting that the county cannot 
spend more than monies carried over from 
the previous year and projected revenues 
provided by the county auditor.

Mr. Gorton provided commissioners with 
view of where the money will come from. The 
bulk of the funding comes from the county’s 
sales tax, which provides approximately $14 
million in revenues. Another $7.8 million is 
generated through property taxes.

Mr. Gorton noted that while the county 
receives the bulk of its funding through sales 
tax, the county’s 6.75 percent tax is still among 
the lowest in the state. He said only three Ohio 
counties have a lower rate and another 10 are 
at Geauga’s rate. He said Cuyahoga County 

New revenue splitting proposal being considered
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

A third attempt by Burton Township Trustees 
last week to resolve a revenue-splitting agreement 
with Burton Village on two township properties 
put a hold on the village’s plans to go it alone.

Burton Village Mayor-elect Ruth Spanos said 
last week the village had received another offer 
for a revenue split for a proposed senior citizen 
housing complex, known as Hillside Village, 
and the site of the $41.6 million Berkshire Local 
School District’s pre-kindergarten through 12th-
grade campus, both to be built in the township.

Mrs. Spanos did not divulge the terms of the 

latest township proposal for the revenue split 
other than it continues to seek the establishment 
of a joint economic development district, known 
as a JEDD, on the school property. Without a 
JEDD, the village will lose the income taxes it 
now collects from school employees.

Previously, the township had offered a 70-30 
split on property taxes on Hillside Village and 
a 50-50 split on income taxes on the school 
property. A second offer revised the share of 
taxes to a 75-25 split on Hillside and 60-40 with 
the school property.

The village received the majority share with 
both offers, but rejected both, questioning whether 

the township had the same financial obligations as 
the township, which must extend village utilities 
for both projects.

The village then prepared to force an annexation 
of the Hillside project without the cooperation 
of the township. A hearing on the annexation is 
scheduled for Dec. 10 before the Geauga County 
Commissioners.

Todd Hicks, village solicitor, said the new offer 
continues to include the proposal for a JEDD on 
the school property.

School officials are not amenable to having a 
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U.S. Rep. David Joyce,  right, speaks to David J. Favorite, executive director of the 
Geauga County Department of Development, during a roundtable discussion dedi-
cated to infrastructure and presented at Solon City Hall last week. The event included 
leaders from all over Northeast Ohio. 


