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Joanne Dobies, of Mantua, right, takes part in a paper marbling project at the city’s first Senior Art Camp, held at the Solon 
Senior Center. Taught by Solon Center for the Arts Art Department Coordinator Maria Klein, left,  seniors spent a week of 
“camp” making beautiful arts projects and making new friends along the way.

Senior summer camp
Solon ‘girls’ attend 
unique art camp 
experience 
By MICHELE COLLINS

When it comes to creating a 
checklist of essential elements to 
ensure a fun and memorable summer 
camp experience, most people would 

include the same sort of things.
Arts and Crafts? Check.
Fun camp treats? Check.
Making new friends? Check.
Permission slip from Mom and 

Dad? Not so fast.
A unique group of 10 “girls” from 

the Solon Senior Center were given 
a pass on that last item recently, but 
that didn’t stop the ladies – ages 60 
to 75 – from having a great time at 
the center’s first-ever summer arts 

camp for seniors.
“We had this idea to do an art camp 

for a week, an art camp for our senior 
center members.  I worked with Sally 
Stanek, activity coordinator of the 
Solon Senior Center, and we came 
up with the art projects and worked 
out the supplies,” said Maria Klein, 
art department coordinator at Solon 
Center for the Arts. “We had a really 
great time, so much so that the ladies 
want to have another week of camp.”

Friday the “campers’ were work-
ing on paper marbling. A technique 
that uses food color, introduced via 
shaving cream, onto paper.  The 
result is a marbled color work of art.

Rita Nichols, of Solon, was busy 
at work using the technique to create 
pictures she planned to frame.

“I knew from the things we have 
done in our card making classes 

Solon council reverses 
course to ban fireworks
By MICHELE COLLINS

Solon City Council’s internal 
fireworks were stamped out as 
the council voted 6-0 last week to 
opt out of HB 172 and not allow 
personal fireworks to be set off in 
the city.

At the June 28 Solon City Council 
Special Meeting, a heated discus-
sion broke out regarding whether to 
opt out of the new Ohio HB 172, a 
bill which allows Ohio residents to 
set off fireworks on specific days 
of the year at their own properties. 

Ward 7 Councilman William 
Russo was opposed to acting last 

minute to opt out, saying the July 
4th holiday was only days away.  

Ward 5 Councilwoman Nancy 
Meany, who was part of the decision 
to hold the special council meeting, 
had put forth an ordinance to opt out 
of HB 172 at that meeting. 

However, the three council mem-
bers on the city’s Safety and Public 
Properties Committee, Council 
members William Russo, Ward 7, 
Jeremy Zelwin, Ward 3, and Robert 
Pelunis, Ward 2, all requested time 
to review the Ohio bill and discuss 
with Solon safety personnel whether 

Home Days celebration 
right around the corner
By MICHELE COLLINS 

Solon residents past and present 
are making plans to celebrate this 
month at the community’s annual 
Home Days block party planned July 
29-31 at Solon Community Park. 

For many Solonites, the event 
is the highlight of the summer and 
an opportunity for those who might 
have left Solon to return to see fam-
ily and friends.

“It’s really the best time of the 
year, a time to come and see your 
neighbors and residents you haven’t 
seen in a while,” said Tracy Sullivan, 
Director of Community and Cultural 

Enrichment for the city. 
In fact, for Mayor Edward Kraus, 

Ms. Sullivan, Rich Parker, Director 
of Recreation and city staff and 
emergency services personnel, 
planning the three day long event 
has been ongoing since last year’s 
Home Days ended.

“We usually have a follow up 
meeting right after Home Days, to 
make sure we remember everything 
we want to do for the next year,” said 
Ms. Sullivan.  “And we really start 
planning and booking musicians and 
vendors in full swing by January.”
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