
Market-goers mingle safely 
at fall event in Solon park 
By SUE REID

A perfect fall day with tem-
peratures hovering in the low 70s 
marked Solon’s third annual Fall 
Market, which drew hundreds last 
Saturday to the Solon Community 
Park.

A total of 50 vendors, ranging 
from fall arts and crafts to jewelry, 
food, home decor and more, as 
well as various food trucks and 
live music, dotted the landscape, 
with families of all ages milling 

throughout.
It was the furry four-legged 

friends scattered throughout the 
park that drew the attention of Zoya 
Malik, 14, a Solon resident and 
student at Solon Middle School.

“I love seeing all the dogs,” she 
said. “It’s also so nice to see our 
community together and able to 
have fun.”

Booths and picnic tables were 
positioned in accordance with social 
distancing health guidelines, and 

many enjoyed picnics in the grass as 
well as treats from the food trucks.

“I’m really impressed by the 
food trucks,” Kent resident Brent 
Reichert said.

His friend Anthony Massa, 
visiting from Chicago, added “it 
is nice to be able to do something, 
especially during this time and to see 
the support of small, independent 
businesses.

“Plus, it is such a beautiful day 
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CARES money to pay for 
fire station renovations
By SUE REID

A COVID-driven project amount-
ing to $503,000 is soon to be un-
derway at Fire Station 1 in Solon.

Fire Chief Mark Vedder ex-
plained that the department is 
modernizing its sleeping quarters, 
taking what was once a common 
dormitory room and constructing 
separate rooms for firefighters and 
paramedics.

The project is being paid through 
the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security or CARES 
Act. The city received a total of 
$1.1 million in this funding, which 
is used to offset costs associated 
with the coronavirus pandemic.

Chief Vedder said the project 
would not have happened without 

the federal funding.
“There are other reasons to do it, 

but COVID is the main concern at 
this time,” he said.

Chief Vedder continued that the 
current trend in fire stations is to 
build separate rooms. Having a 
common dormitory area that is 
a shared bedroom not only cre-
ates scheduling problems when 
male and female firefighters are 
together on shifts, but “certainly 
can promote illness in the one time 
we are not wearing masks – when 
we are sleeping.

“Having a common dorm creates a 
problem from that respect, whether it 
is the flu, cough or today, COVID-19 
and this is an attempt” to remedy 

City on path to final design 
of Harper Road construction
By SUE REID

Solon city officials approved 
moving forward on a final design 
for the Harper Road reconstruction 
project. This design is consistent 
with previous large-scale road proj-
ects on Pettibone and Bainbridge 
roads.

Last week, the City Council Public 
Works Committee approved pro-
ceeding with the design of Harper 
Road, from Cannon to Miles roads.

The committee concurred with 
the recommendation of the city’s 
engineering department which 
involved the reconstruction of the 
road to accommodate two 12-foot 
through lanes with an integral 5-foot 
bike lane on the west side of Harper. 
Also, a 5-foot sidewalk will be 

added to the west side of the road 
and a 10-foot shared use path will 
be added to the east side of the road, 
according to the plan.

City Engineer John J. Busch said 
this design not only is consistent with 
previous reconstruction performed in 
the city on Pettibone and Bainbridge 
roads, but also will be used in the 
upcoming Aurora Road reconstruc-
tion project Phase 1.

If the Northern Southern Railway 
east of Harper Road would become 
a multipurpose trail in the future, this 
design would be preferred as the 10 
foot shared use path would be on the 
east side of Harper Road, officials 
said. A shared use path on the east side 
would be incorporated into the Route 
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The Travelin’ Johnsons were among the musical acts at last weekend’s Fall Market at the Solon Community Park. Band 
members, from left, Phil Talbot and Wes McGraw entertain the crowd with rock, country and blues music. Solon residents 
Joanna and Jessica, 8, Innes, below, take a moment for a quick photo at a fall display enjoyed by many at last Saturday’s 
Fall Market in Solon.
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