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T I M E S

Blue Ribbon coordinator 
retiring after seven years
By SUE REID

When Linda Creviston came 
to the city of Solon to lead the 
Blue Ribbon program in 2012 for 
individuals with special needs, she 
recalled finding a perfect niche.

After just retiring from a 35-year 
career at the Lake County Board 
of Developmental Disabilities, but 
still having a strong desire to be in 
the field of “DD,” the job of Blue 
Ribbon coordinator was timely to 
say the least.

“It was exactly what I had experi-
ence in and where my passion was,” 
she said. 

Now she is retiring from Blue 
Ribbon after devoting seven years 
adding her vision to the program.

“I just knew it was time to retire, 
“Ms. Creviston said. “It is just a gift 
that is given to you, and it was to me. 
It was time to do something else.”

The Moreland Hills resident re-
called the day when she started at 
the already established Blue Ribbon 
program in the area of adaptive 
recreation for individuals with 
special needs.

She did it her way, expanding the 
programming and making sure the 
special needs individuals who took 
part had a chance to get out in the 
greater community.

“Every weekend, we had a trip 
that was an outing in the commu-
nity,” said Ms. Creviston, 68. That 
could mean anywhere from the 
Cleveland Museum of Art to area 
restaurants.

“I have always been in recreation 
or physical education and back in 
the day, we would have to struggle 
to get our folks out in the com-
munity,” Ms. Creviston recalled. 

Walls begin to go up 
on mosque in Solon
By SUE REID

The new mosque being built for 
members of the Chagrin Valley 
Islamic Center is taking shape on 
Liberty Road. 

“After seeing lots of drawings 
and plans and pictures for the past 
couple of years, we are finally see-
ing the reality come through,” said 
Solon resident Masroor Malik, who 
is a board member of the Islamic 
center.  “The community is very 
excited about actually seeing the 
building coming up now.

“It’s not a dream anymore,” he 
added. “It’s a reality.”  This will be 
the first mosque in Solon. 

The walls began being built on 
the two-story structure about two 
weeks ago.

The $2.5 million mosque is 
being built on 5.84 acres owned 
by the Islamic center and directly 

across from the southern entrance 
of Spicebush Lane in the Preserve 
housing development. The project 
experienced delays earlier this 
year due to rainy weather, but has 
recently gained momentum.

The mosque, which will include 
a 7,000-square-foot prayer area, 
mezzanine, multipurpose space 
and second story shell, will be 
constructed in the first phase with 
plans to be complete by spring 
of 2021 in time for the Ramadan 
observance. Future phases include a 
community center, religious school 
and gymnasium.

“We were hoping for sooner, but 
with the weather, we think realisti-
cally April of 2021,” Mr. Malik said.

The center broke ground in May 
and finally began work in July. 
Initial steps included site work and 
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Happy  
Thanksgiving
“H ow wonderful it is that nobody need 

wait a single moment before starting 
to improve the world” – Anne Frank

Once again this year, we offer our thanks to 
people in the Chagrin Valley, Solon and Geauga 
County who do not hesitate to take action in 
improving our corner of the world. These indi-
viduals work behind the scenes year-round often 
without recognition for their contributions. On this 
Thanksgiving holiday, the Times shines a light 
on stories of people intrinsically driven to help 
others including teens who volunteer at a camp 
for special kids, a couple who delivers laundry 
baskets of love for the holidays, a doctor who 
started the nonprofit MedWish, senior citizens key 
to area food pantries and more.  Today we share 
their compelling stories and offer our thanks for 
helping to make our communities better.
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