
Lynch house 
to come down  
By SUE REID

The end is in sight for the historical Lynch 

house.

An ordinance authorizing a lease agreement 

between the city of Solon and the Solon 

Historical Society failed before City Council 

Tuesday, signaling the demise of the century 

house to be razed in the coming weeks.

“It really saddens me,” Councilman Robert 

Shimits, president of the Solon Historical 

Society, said following the meeting. “I’ll 

look and see if there are any options, and if 

not, it’s gone.”

By a vote of 3-2, the ordinance, which called 

for the society to place $300,000 in an escrow 

account for the repairs and renovation of the 
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Join the network
Group empowers women  
to grow their businesses

By SUE REID

Lively conversation filled the foyer at TownPlace 
Suites by Marriott in Solon last week, where more 

than 50 women in business gathered for networking, 

friendship and a sharing of knowledge.

The afternoon marked the January event of 

Solon Women in Business, or SWIB, a program 

of the Solon Chamber of Commerce that took root 

about 15 years ago.

“The original and current purpose of SWIB 

remains essentially the same,” Solon Chamber 
President and CEO Thomas Bennett said.  “Solon 
Women in Business empowers professionals and 
entrepreneurs to work together to support local 
businesses and community.”

Open to all women whose companies or organiza-
tions are members of the Solon Chamber, SWIB 
has anywhere from 10 to 50 women taking part in 
regular events. The group seeks to empower women 
with information, opportunities for personal and 
professional growth and the ability to share best 
practices. Of the chamber’s approximately 500 
members, more than half are women.

For SWIB co-chair Linda Myers, president of 
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More than 50 women gathered last week at TownPlace Suites by Marriott for Solon Women in Business, a program to empow-
er professionals and entrepreneurs to work together to support local businesses and community. Solon Women in Business 
is a program through the Solon Chamber of Commerce that formed 15 years ago. 

City internet concept put on hold
By SUE REID 

While he is not shutting the door completely 
on the possibility of Solon becoming its own 
internet provider, an endeavor that can cost 
upwards of $15 million, Mayor Edward H. Kraus 
said last week it is not something the city will 
pursue at this time.

His comments followed a survey of residents 
and businesses to gauge their feedback on their 
current broadband connection.

The survey was meant to gather information 
following the shelving by City Council’s finance 
committee last year of a feasibility study at just 
over $45,000 to explore the possibility of Solon 
being an internet provider. The matter never made 
it to the full City Council for its consideration.

Committee members raised objections on the 
endeavor, citing the time it would take to see a 
profit as well as the liability the city would have 
financially if revenue did not meet expectations. 
They also believed this belonged in private 

industry.
Information Technology Director Jim Gibbs 

said that the survey showed that residents, maybe 
not so much the businesses, have a need for a 
greater choice in the companies that provide 
Internet service to them.

“We are lacking in that choice,” Mr. Gibbs said.
Instead of becoming its own provider, Mayor 

Kraus said that instead the city may pursue a 
Smart City initiative with providers in the area. 
Service is provided to Solon by either Spectrum 
or AT&T, although AT&T technically is not at 
the level of what the federal government deems 
as broadband, Mr. Gibbs said, so the only one 
exceeding that threshold is Spectrum.

Smart City initiatives involve getting data 
points from your community to give you better 
visibility in the day-to-day operations, and using 
those data points to make better business decisions 
going forward, Mr. Gibbs explained.
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Linda Myers, who co-chairs Solon 
Women in Business, discusses 
issues with group members.
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