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Memories in focus  
with cinema closing
By SUE REID

On the heels of the announcement 

last week that Chagrin Cinemas is 

closing its doors after more than 

30 years on East Washington Street 

in Bainbridge, memories came 

flooding in from across the Chagrin 
Valley.

“I was lucky enough to share in 

the full run,” Chagrin Falls native 

and film producer Tyler Davidson 
said, “from its opening when our 
Chagrin ninth-grade class took its 

Christmas-break field trip there for 
‘Back to the Future 2’ to the first 
film I produced to the opening of my 
latest movie, ‘Emily the Criminal’ 

there in August.”

Mr.  Davidson, a 1993 graduate 
of Chagrin Falls High School, saw 

dozens of movies there as a kid and, 

in recent years, viewed many with 

his own two sons.

 “My friends and I have been 

texting all morning about the theater 

and our favorite memories,” former 

South Russell resident Jeff Mather, 
a 2008 graduate of Chagrin Falls 

High School, said last week. “I’m 

not exaggerating when I say it’s 

my favorite theater of all time.”

 South Russell resident Charlotte 

Brett said the first thing that comes 
to mind when she thinks of Chagrin 

Cinemas is how many birthday 

parties her family would celebrate 
there. She recalled a kind, friendly 

and patient staff, who, when her 
son turned 8, looked the other way 

Jaycees grant honors, 
support to community
By SUE REID

“This is our Super 
Bowl,” master of cer-

emonies Jim Smith said 

in opening last week’s 
66th annual Distinguished 
S e r v i c e  Aw a r d  a n d 

Disbursement Banquet 
for the Chagrin Valley Jacyees. 

“This is where all our hard efforts 
pay off,” he said.

That was made clear in the 
events of the evening, featuring 

disbursements to over 25 charities 

supported by the Jaycees as well 
as the recognition of two Martini 

Award winners, the Outstanding 

Jaycee Award and the Distinguished 
Service Award.

The group of about 75 gathered 

at Signature of Solon ap-

plauded each and every 
charity, representatives of 
which were on hand to 

accept their disbursements.
“This is the backbone 

of our group,” Jaycees 
President John Liber 

said of giving back to the 

community. 

“Community service is at the heart 

of every Jaycee,” Mike Tomaro said 
while presenting disbursements.

Molly Gebler, managing partner 
of the Inn of Chagrin and former 

director of the Chagrin Valley 

Chamber of Commerce, was named 

the Distinguished Service Award 
winner, recognized for service to 
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Holiday Show delights
Gurney annual  

tradition is back 

with good cheer

By SUE REID

There are certain special mile-

stones for students at Gurney 

Elementary School in South Russell.
“Kids know in the second grade 

they get a locker,” Principal Rachel 
Jones said. Third-graders get to be 
upstairs for class.

Also, when students hit second 
grade, they get to be in the Gurney 
Holiday Show. For a group of about 
240 second- and third-graders last 
night, that anticipation was realized.

They took to the stage of the 
Performing Arts Center on the high 
school campus as part of a decades-
long tradition. The new venue was a 
change from the Gurney gymnasium, 
with this year’s performance in per-
son for the first time in two years 
and also live streamed. It also was 
presented for the first time in the 
evening to accommodate working 

parents.
 “It’s always been a Gurney 

Holiday Show,” Dr. Jones said of 
the annual event.

In years past, it included students 
in all grades at Gurney, kindergarten 
through third, then was just for first 
through third before the current 
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Gurney Elementary School students in second and third grades presented their annual Holiday Show last night as part of a decades-
old tradition. Holiday songs ran the gamut, highlighting Christmas, Chanukah and Kwanzaa, with students, dressed in holiday attire, 
rounding out the performance with the traditional number “Let There Be Peace on Earth,” accompanied by sign language.

Gebler


