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City refuses  
to pay some 
added charges 
for Arbordale 
By SUE REID

After complaints by Solon residents about 
work stoppage and other delays, the long-
lamented Arbordale Avenue reconstruction 
project should be substantially completed by 
the end of this week with landscaping to be 
finished in the spring. 

But discussions continued last week about 
the project, with city officials rejecting part 
of a change order submitted by the contractor. 

Last week, the City Council Public Works 
Committee accepted just a portion of a 
$168,102 change order from Fabrizi Trucking 
and Paving for additional costs including 
lost production time, idle equipment time, 
additional work performed and force account 
items. The committee favored only a change 
order addressing additional work that was 
directed by the city and force account items 
in the amount of $73,238, bringing the new 
contract value up to $1.95 million.

“They walked off the job,” Ward 7 
Councilman William I. Russo said. “I’m 
adamantly opposed to the lost production and 
idle equipment costs.”

There have been multiple issues regard-
ing the Arbordale Avenue reconstruction 
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Church’s mission to offer clothing for 
free still going strong after a decade
By SUE REID

Ten years ago, when two Solon United 
Methodist Church parishioners began a Treasure 
Trunk to collect clothes for the needy, a bit of 
blind faith played a part.

“We didn’t even know if we would get the 
first donation,” Carole Taylor, a former resident 
of Solon who now resides in Twinsburg, said.

She and fellow volunteer Duann Semik used 
to do a rummage sale at their church, then came 
upon the idea of the Treasure Trunk, where people 
in need would come for free clothing.

They began by asking for donations, presenting 
the clothing in a small room at the church on 
SOM Center Road. Today, they have expanded 
not only the space and amount of clothing, but 
their ongoing mission to serve those less fortunate.

“We never imagined it would last this long,” 
said Ms. Semik, a former Solon resident who 
now resides in Twinsburg. 

The two, who man the trunk along with a 
group of dedicated volunteers, are never without 

clothes. In fact, they fill a storage room next to 
the Trunk to be able to replenish their stock.

The Treasure Trunk is presented on the first and 
third Saturdays of the month from 9 a.m. until 
noon and from 4:30-6:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of the month, which coincides with the Solon 
Mobile Food Pantry as well as a community 
meal the Solon United Methodist Church offers.

“They can do their shopping and come get 
their clothes and then enjoy a free meal,” Ms. 
Semik explained.

Those who come to the trunk are able to 
select eight items of their choice, which range 
from baby clothes all the way to adult, as well 
as coats and shoes, plus more.

“We don’t ask their names or addresses,” Ms. 
Taylor noted. Anyone is free to come without 
any pressure of explaining why, they added.

“We are assuming they are in need,” Ms. Semik 
said. “We don’t charge anything or ask them to 
show an ID. You just show up.”

Middle school’s 
Start with Hello 
receives honor
By SARAH PEECHER

Solon Middle School’s Start with Hello 
program, received an award from Sandy 
Hook Promise, making it one of three in the 
Northeast Region to get the honor, board of 
education President John Heckman announced 
during the Monday meeting.

Several board members credited the students 
with the program’s success.

“I think what’s great about it is that it started 
with a student organization, so it’s student-run 
programming,” board member Leanne Jones 
said. 

The program was planned through the 
school’s SAVE (Students Against Violence 
Everywhere) club and seeks to help students 
recognize loneliness and social isolation and 
help others feel included by starting conversa-
tions, according to school officials.

The board also approved the addition of 
four new courses at the district. New courses 
in the art and music departments included 
an additional painting class as well as co-ed 
concert and a cappella choirs and extending the 
music theory course to be a full year course. 
The board also approved the reinstatement 
of the Introduction to Business class in the 
business and technology department, renaming 
two of the family and consumer science classes 
and a new Sports in American History and 
Culture course.

“I’m just so impressed with our staff because 
all of these courses were recommended by 
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Joey Kline, 3, tells Santa her Christmas wishes at an event at Advent Lutheran 
Church in Solon Saturday. She and other children enjoyed photos with the jolly 
couple and a reading of the Christmas story by Mrs. Claus.

Wish list for Santa


