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Solon High locked down 
after discovery of bullet  
By SUE REID

Solon police continue their inves-
tigation this week stemming from 
a lockdown of Solon High School 
on Sept. 30.

The school building was locked 
down for the majority of the day 
after discovery of a bullet in a gym 
locker earlier that morning, accord-
ing to police reports. 

Ultimately no weapons were 
found in the building, according 
to reports. 

Police arrived at school at about 
10:20 a.m. that day, after receiving a 
report of the bullet in a gym locker 
in a shared locker room. Also, a 

student reported to the school staff 
that there was a rumor going around 
that there may be a gun on school 
grounds, Lt. Bill Vajdich said.

Police and Solon High School 
staff coordinated a response to deal 
with the security risk, Lt. Vajdich 
continued. A limited lockdown 
procedure was conducted so that 
students remained in their class-
rooms with their teachers while a 
search of student backpacks, lockers 
and other common areas of the 
school was completed. 

Entry and exit from the building 
were controlled and no weapon was 

School district seeing a 
drop in COVID-19 cases 
By SUE REID

Solon Superintendent Fred 
Bolden reported to the Board of 
Education last week what he called 
good news associated with a drop 
in COVID-19 cases in the district, 
with the trend of lower reported 
cases continuing.

That being said, positive reports 
for the surrounding Solon and 
Glenwillow community are still 
higher than they were at the start 
of the school year, he noted.

Last week, Mr. Bolden reported 
two cases of COVID-19 from that 
prior weekend, one student and one 
staff member “which was a low for 

the weekend. 
“Usually, we see more,” he said. 

“We are seeing a drop in cases in the 
44139 ZIP code, (but) we are about 
double the number of cases we had 
prior to the start of the school year.

“It is still quite high, but those 
numbers are declining when we 
were at triple and almost quadruple 
the number we started the school 
year,” he said.

Over this past week, the district 
has had three students and two 
staff members test positive for 
COVID-19.

Mr. Bolden continued that the 
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Members of the Solon Council of PTAs get prepared to present the annual Budget Bin from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 23, showcas-
ing numerous fall and winter items for sale. A staple for the district and in the community, Budget Bin serves to raise funds 
for scholarships for Solon seniors. Displaying  some of the treasures to be had are, from left, Jennifer Kavanagh, Parkside 
Elementary School PTA President; Ghazala Khan, president of the Solon Council of PTAs; Julie Dorsey, Budget Bin co-chair 
and president of the Dorothy Lewis Elementary School; Stephanie Contipelli, longtime Budget Bin past chair who leads char-
ity portion of event; and Jen Haaga, president of the Orchard Middle School PTA.

Annual Budget Bin puts focus on community
By SUE REID

An over 30 year time-honored 
tradition is continuing for the Solon 
City School District, with Budget Bin 
embracing the entire community as 
part of the annual event.

Presented by the Solon Council 
of PTAs, this year’s Budget Bin will 
take place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Oct.23. 

It will be presented in the parking 
lots of several schools, including 
Solon Middle School and Parkside 
Elementary School, Arthur Road 
School and Orchard Middle School, 

with individuals selling a wide vari-

ety of items that are new and gently 

used for fall and winter from the 

trunks of their cars.

Typically, the event would be 

more of a consignment type sale 

with past sales held in the Arthur 

Road School gymnasium. This year 

the focus is even more on the greater 

community with the Budget Bin 

trunk sale being as COVID-friendly 

as possible. There also will be food 

trucks on hand.

“This is a wonderful commu-

nity event,” Board member Leanne 

Moses said, adding that so many 

families depend on Budget Bin. The 

PTA presents the event both in the 

fall and in the spring.

Drawing thousands of shoppers 

who take advantage of quality items 
at a low cost, Budget Bin serves to 

raise necessary scholarship funds for 

Solon seniors, with tens of thousands 

of dollars a year spent on 25-35 

scholarships as part of the Louis 

Gazeley Scholarship Fund. It is 

named for a late and beloved PTA 

leader.

“In addition to scholarships for 

graduating seniors, it provides 
an important way for community 
members to be able to shop for 
great items at reduced cost,” District 
Communications Director Tamara 
Strom explained. “At the end of 
the sale,a local charity will again 
come to Solon to pick up any unsold 
donated items. 

“This is also a key community 
service component of the sale,” 
she said.

The event also brings together all 
of the PTA’s from each of the schools 
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