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Driver: Damage 
to car cost $7,000 
due to road work
By SUE REID

Solon resident Aaron Hershey said he has 
never recalled the roads being this bad in the 
community he has called home since 2006.

Mr. Hershey is among the more than 40 
motorists who have submitted vehicle damage 
claims linked to the $1.04 million SOM Center 
Road project from Route 422 to the railroad 
bridge. He said that his goal is for someone 
to take responsibility.

Mr. Hershey’s claim states that unevenness 
of the road left his 2018 Toyota car undrive-
able for three weeks and resulted in $7,000 
in damage. That claim recently was denied 
by Chagrin Valley Paving’s insurance carrier 
Westfield, he said.

City officials said that the company awarded 
the construction project is responsible for 
vehicle damage claims.

The notice of denial sent to Mr. Hershey 
from Westfield Insurance company statement 
that since the construction zone was “marked,” 
their client, Chagrin Valley Paving, is not 
responsible.

“I would hope someone would take respon-
sibility,” Mr. Hershey said. 

Solon Finance Director Matthew Rubino 
said the city’s position is that the contrac-
tor’s insurance carrier should be liable for 
“legitimate damage claims.”

There is a process to review these claims, 
he said, including evaluating the requests to 
prove they were caused substantially in the 

Dirty job
Crew tackles just about 
any task from removing 
grease to jetting pipes
By SUE REID

It’s a dirty job but somebody’s got to do it. 
In the city of Solon, that somebody has a name.

Three names to be exact.
Erik Dekome, Tom Gibbs and Leland Sussel, 

the sanitary and storm sewer crew in the city’s 
service department, do a necessary, yet dirty and 
sometimes dangerous job, each and every day.

“Anything you put down the toilet, we come in 
contact with,” said Mr. Dekome, 31, of Garrettsvile.

The crew is not only responsible for all of the 
catch basin cleaning, storm mainline and lateral 
cleaning, Water Reclamation Plant maintenance 
and responding to sewer calls, but for the regular 
maintenance and cleaning of the city’s 22 lift 
stations and “whatever else we can throw at 
them,” said Dennis Varga, sewer division manager.

“This is a great group that loves the challenge 
of this job,” he said.

Mr. Gibbs, 36, of Eastlake, said he and his 
Mr. Dekome emerges from below 
ground to sunlight and fresh air after 
completing his task.
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Times launches 
new e-edition 
By ELLEN J. KLEINERMAN  
TIMES EDITOR 

The Solon Times is going green!  The Times 
launched its e-editions this week and is inviting 
readers to take a free look. 

“We want to do our part in furthering our 
green efforts around the community,” Times 
Publisher H. Kenneth Douthit III said of the 
new offering to customers. 

The e-edition is one of three ways readers 
can access the news, commentary and sports 
covered by Times reporters and editors. Readers 
now have the opportunity to view the website, 
e-editions and print editions delivered each 
Thursday to their mailboxes. One subscription 
price covers all three.

“This is an option for busy families that will 
be more convenient and accessible,” Times 
General Manager Amanda Petkiewicz said of 
the e-edition. “Being able to view the latest 
news on their phones and computers any time 
or any place gives everyone more choices.”

This is a continuation of the Chagrin Valley 
Publishing Company’s efforts to reduce, reuse 
and recycle. Mr. Douthit said the company 
for years has been employing available green 
methods including using soy based ink as well 
as recycled newsprint.  

Subscribers can access each edition by 
visiting our website at ChagrinValleyToday.
com. The website has a link to the e-editions, 
exact replicas of the newspapers that can be 
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The safety reflector of Solon Service Department worker Erik Dekome’s vest glows 
as he collects sludge 30 feet below the pavement to keep it from blocking the 
sewer’s filtration system. Mr. Dekome said a lot of people don’t see the work the 
crew does because it’s often underground.


