
Weekend rubbish 
drop-off ending  
in Pepper Pike 
By JULIE HULLETT

PEPPER PIKE — After months of dealing with 
trash left at Pepper Pike City Hall, residents 
are no longer permitted to leave rubbish and 
recyclables at the service center on weekends. 
Service Director Bob Girardi said that em-
ployees arrived on Monday mornings to find 
an excessive amount of trash that littered the 
parking lot and nearby waterways.

“It just got out of hand. Garbage shouldn’t 
blow in the creeks and streams,” Mr. Girardi 
said on Jan. 2. “The raccoon population will 
be booming,” he added, explaining that service 
employees sometimes found chicken bones 
around the truck motors.

The new policy in which residents cannot 
drop off rubbish and recyclable materials at 
the service department on Shaker Boulevard 
on weekends went into effect on Saturday. Mr. 
Girardi said that the residents were informed 
via an email from the city.

“You name it,” Mr. Girardi responded when 
asked what kind of materials were found at 
the drop-off location. Although residents are 
allowed to drop off trash there, sometimes there 
were pieces of furniture and large amounts of 
cardboard. Mayor Richard Bain explained 
earlier this year that this service is offered to 
residents of the city for free, but it appeared 
that some contractors may also use the site to 
dump their materials. 
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Thru-hiker steps up 
Former Chagrin Falls resident  
conquers the Appalachian Trail

By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

He produced several keepsakes from his 
journey, showing off pages of notes, passes and 
punch cards, a tattered flip-book with names 
scribbled throughout, a small wooden tasting 
spoon and a red plastic tag with “1779” scrawled 
onto it, among other small artifacts.

“These are things I carried with me the whole 
way,” Jeff Colvin said, removing some of the 
items from the safety of a resealable plastic 
bag. Along with the collectables, he revealed 
and flipped through a green paperback trail 
guide. “This book, I probably should have used 
more,” he said.

“This book” was the David “AWOL” Miller’s 
“A.T. Guide: A Handbook for Hiking the 

Appalachian Trail,” a 2019 guide for the great 
trail’s northbound hikers.

Mr. Colvin, 61, had completed 2,146.4 continu-
ous miles of the Appalachian Trail by mid-August 
in 2019, returning to hometown Chagrin Falls 
Aug. 12 with plans to complete his remaining 45.6 
miles before the end of the year. And he did just 
that in September, taking just five days – three 
of which were actually spent hiking – to become 
a “thru-hiker” to complete the trail. 

Getting started 
Mr. Colvin, who moved to Colorado in 

early December after living in Chagrin Falls 
for 30 years, started his northbound hike of the 
Appalachian Trail on April 2, 2019 at the Springer 
Mountain entrance in northern Georgia, after 
making the 8-mile approach hike, which is not 
part of the official trail. He made it to Whitehouse 
Landing Camps in Millinocket, Maine by Aug. 7.
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Jeff Colvin, 61, conquered the roughly 2,190-mile Appalachian Trail in 2019. With 
hardships – physical, mental and emotional – Mr. Colvin began his northbound jour-
ney in northern Georgia on April 2 last year and officially finished the trail to become 
a thru-hiker in northern Maine on Sept. 21. The former Chagrin Falls resident now 
begins a new journey across the country in Avon, Colorado, where he now resides.
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West G BOE 
OKs plan for 
changes to  
elementaries
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

Despite the outward disapproval of district 
parents in previous community meetings, the 
West Geauga Board of Education approved 
the reconfiguration of the elementary schools 
Monday night. In the same vote, the board 
also approved the establishment of one or 
more stakeholder committees to ease the 
grade-leveling transition.

All present members of the board voted in 
favor of the grade-leveling. Board member 
William Beers was absent from the meeting 
and thus did not vote. 

Currently, the West Geauga Local School 
District is made up of four grade school 
buildings, including Westwood and Lindsey 
elementary schools, West Geauga Middle 
School and West Geauga High School.

Under what is now officially titled the West 
Geauga Elementary School Reconfiguration, 
as approved by the board, all kindergarten 
through second-grade students would attend 
Westwood and all third- through fifth-grade 
students would attend Lindsey, effective for 
the 2020-21 school year “and continuing 
thereafter,” according to the resolution.

The resolution to reconfigure the two schools 
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