
Former band director charged 
with gross sexual imposition
By SUE REID

Solon police 
on Wednesday 
charged a former 
Solon school 
teacher with gross 
sexual imposition.

Edward Kline, 
50, of Stow, the 

district’s former band director, was 
charged with felony gross sexual 
imposition, according to police, and 
booked into the Solon jail. He was to be 
video arraigned in Bedford Municipal 
Court at 11 a.m. Wednesday before 
Judge Michelle Paris. 

His  arrest  s tems from an 

investigation that began in June 
by the police department’s detec-
tive bureau. The alleged incident 
occurred in September of 2010 and 
involved what was at that time, a 
12-year-old victim, police said.

The investigation is ongoing and 
more charges are anticipated once 
the case is presented to a Cuyahoga 
County Grand Jury, Solon Police Lt. 
Jamey Hofmann said on Wednesday.

Tamara Strom, director of com-
munications for the Solon City 
School District, said Wednesday, 
“We have been informed by the 
Solon Police Department that a 
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Fledgling birders 
By SUE REID

In a straight line, a group of pre-
schoolers marched directly to their 
garden in the parking lot of Solon 
United Methodist Church on a cool 
fall morning last week, where a 
bird feeder quickly captured their 
attention.

“I just saw a baby bird,” 4-year-old 
Alice Hess, of Solon, exclaimed. “It 
was flying away, and it is so cute!”

The goldfinch is his favorite, 
5-year-old Trent Lee, of Solon, said, 
while turning the pages of a bird 
book and matching the sounds by 
pushing the buttons within.

The youngsters, all students at 
Play and Prep Preschool at the church 
on SOM Center Road, are learning 
the ins and outs of birds thanks 
to a recent grant from the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources. 
The school, which serves children 
from ages 3 to 5, received $500 for 

three bird feeders, a bird bath and 
supportive educational materials, 
including books.

The school’s outdoor coordinator 
Carol Juergemeier said they decided 
to apply for a bird feeding station in 
the garden to increase the children’s 

Historical Bull house 
receives new exterior 
By SUE REID

Exterior renovations to the his-
torical Bull home are substantially 
complete, with the city spending 
about $210,000 thus far. 

Public Works Commissioner 
William J. Drsek outlined last 
week the various upgrades to the 
exterior of the home, built in 1835 
and named for the founder of the 
city, Lorenzo Solon Bull.

Work, which began right at 
Memorial Day, included removal 
of the old siding and new installation 
of cedar siding, exterior painting, 
replacement of the front porch and 

rear deck on the home, the removal 
and replacement of the kitchen floor, 
new electrical service and various 
door installations. A refinished front 
door was taken from the former 
Lynch home nearby, which met 
the wrecking ball earlier this year.

Preserving the Bull home, at 
34045 Bainbridge Road, is sug-
gested in the city’s master plan.

The city had committed to reno-
vating the home, and will use it for 
a number of things, including a 
second gallery space for the Solon 
Center for the Arts, as well as an 
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Learning about 
winged friends   
natural fit for  
outdoor tot class

Photo by Geoff Powers

Outdoor coordinator Carol Juergeimeier of Solon works with preschoolers at Play and Prep Preschool at the Solon United 
Methodist Church at the bird feeders as part of a new bird sanctuary at the school’s working garden. Students from left are 
Anna Chappell, 4, of Twinsburg, Gianna Sandy, 3, of Solon and Carolyn Chappell, 4, of Twinsburg.
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