
Safety committee studies 
updates to emergency plan 
By BRIAN DOERING 

CHARDON — City Council Safety 
Committee members last week 
discussed updates to the Emergency 
Operation Plan, including who 
would declare or sign emergency or-
ders, the mayor or the city manager. 

Chardon has a council-manager 
form of government in which the 
city manager runs the day-to-day 
operation. In 2019, voters approved 
amendments to the city charter 
allowing residents to directly elect 
a mayor instead of City Council 
members. But the city manager 
position and responsibilities were 
left in place.   

Last week, committee members 
discussed and reviewed a draft of 
the emergency plan after receiv-
ing input from department heads 

including City Manager Randy 
Sharpe and Law Director Benjamin 
G. Chojnacki. 

“The city charter and state code 
provide for that authority to rest with 
the city manager as opposed to the 
mayor,” Mr. Chojnacki said after 
reviewing state and local documents 
about emergency declarations. 

Mr. Chojnacki stated there are 
about three locations in Chardon’s 
emergency plan that reference the 
mayor declaring and signing a 
disaster declaration or emergency 
declaration, but that authority actu-
ally rests with the city manager. 

“Under our charter, if you’re look-
ing at who gets to do that type of 
act, that is more of a city manager 
provision, so under our local law the 

Chardon board approves new 
turf for high school football field
By BRIAN DOERING 

The football stadium will be get-
ting a bit of a facelift now that the 
Chardon Board of Education agreed 
on Monday to replace the turf this 
spring that has been in place for 
more than a decade and update the 
visitor bleachers down the road. 

The board also mapped future 
plans by allocating funds for 
Chromebooks for students and 
buildings repairs. 

In regard to the high school 
football field, the board approved 
a resolution to enter into a contract 
with Field Turf, Inc.for $494,575 
for new turf at the Chardon High 
School playing field.

While the district has set aside 
funds for replacement, the purpose 
of the lease agreement is to take 

advantage of three years of no 
interest financing on the project 
allowing the board to control those 
funds during that time, officials 
explained.

“The replacement process will begin in  
the spring as soon as all activities at 
the complex are completed,” said 
Assistant Superintendent Edward T. 
Klein. “The last time the field turf was 
replaced was 2008.” 

Board members also approved a 
district capital improvement plan 
for fiscal years 2021-2023 which 
includes funds allocated in 2021 
for Chromebooks for the district 
in the amount of $190,000 and 
funding for roof replacement and 
renovations at Munson Elementary 
in the amount of $200,000.
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The Geauga Fresh Farmers’ Market continues through March as vendors gather at Lowe’s Greenhouse in Bainbridge. The 
market runs every other Saturday morning with COVID-19 protocol in place. From left, Jewel,  Xavier and Muna Mbajika brows 
offerings from a local vendor with their mom, Irene.

Lot split, zoning cleared for dealership expansion  
By BRIAN DOERING

The Burton Village Planning 
Committee took steps last week to 
pave the way for the expansion of 
a local car dealership. 

The committee discussed a zoning 
certificate application submitted 
by landowner Paul Demko, Jr. and 
approved a motion for a lot split 

and consolidation of an adjoining 
property located at 13483 Kinsman 
Road.

Mr. Demko is requesting to split 
2 acres from 28.7728 acres on 
Kinsman Road in preparation for a 
sale to Pat Preston of Preston Real 
Estate Holdings, LLC for the expan-
sion of Preston Kia auto dealership. 

“The permit that has been 

submitted is for a 2-acre lot split, 
west of adjoining the 5 acres,” 
said Dennis Ibold, attorney for Mr. 
Preston. “The 2 acres will be con-
solidating into the 5 acres and will 
be a new legal 7-acre description.”

In July, the planning committee 
approved a lot split to separate 5 
acres of Mr. Demko’s 40 acres on 
Kinsman Road clearing the way for 

a sale to Preston in the amount of 
$400,000.

The purpose for the lot split and 
consolidation is to give Mr. Preston 
room to create a buffer zone between 
the business and the residential 
district. 

Mr. Demko and Preston have been 
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Chagrin  Superintendent 
leaving at end of year. A3

Orange   BOE names 
new leadership.  A3

Geauga  Commissioner 
chief deputy in Portage.  A3

Solon   EMTs getting 
COVID-19 vaccine. A6

Gates Mills  Fines 
increased for traffic 
violations. A6

Bainbridge   Library to 
open soon.  A7

Moreland Hills   French 
eatery expansion set. A12

Pepper Pike   Council 
OKs zone updates. A13

Geauga  Remaining 
CARES funding allocated.  A13

Chester   Panel approves 
new zoning administrator. A15

Features

Outdoors   Laurel students 
closer to nature with yurts. B1

Parks   Geauga district 
gets ready for new year. B1

Sports

Boys basketball   
Tigers stumble against 
Beachwood. B6

Ice hockey   Orange 
Lions rally over Solon.  B7


