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Kotora and Kan to face off in council race 
By SUE REID

Solon Councilman Marc R. Kotora 

will run against newcomer Michael 

Kan, the top two vote getters in 

Tuesday’s Ward 4 council primary, 

during the Nov. 2 general election. 

According to unofficial results 

from the Cuyahoga County Board 

of Elections, Mr. Kan received 597 

votes or 62.71 percent and incumbent 

Mr. Kotora received 330 votes or 

34.66 percent. Coming in third place 

was newcomer Antonino Machi who 

received 25 votes or 2.63 percent.

There are just over 2,600 regis-

tered voters in Ward 4.

“I want to thank the voters so much 

for their support and belief in me,” 

Mr. Kan, 40, said. “We will enjoy 

this win but then get ready right 

away for November.

“It’s half time now,” he said. “This 

is a win but not a victory. I am going 

to continue to work hard to earn 

Love of reading
By SUE REID

There are more than 100,000 
registered Little Free libraries world-
wide, but the North Hill location 
holds special meaning to this Solon 
neighborhood. 

This little library, which began 
being used about three weeks ago, 
was built as a labor of love.

The library is in memory of Dr. 

Daniel J. Braun, a North Hill child 

who loved to read, as the placard 

on the library states. Dr. Braun, son 

of North Hill residents Dr. William 

and Maire Braun, died in 2016 at 

the age of 53.

Mrs. Braun would read to her son 

as a baby, she recalled, with him 

amassing a 300-word vocabulary 

by the time he was 20 months old. 

Dr. Daniel Braun was the third of 

six children in the family.

“It was kind of magical,” she said 

of her son’s ability to read.

Dr. Daniel Braun, a graduate of 

Hawken School, Xavier University 

and Cornell Medical School, where 

he graduated second in his class, 

eventually embraced a lifelong love 

of reading, staying up late at night 

to read as a child and taking part 
in a two-person book club with his 
mother from his home in Hawaii 
as an adult.

“He read his whole life,” Mrs. 
Braun noted. “He read to his children 
and just read all the time.”

His love of reading is at the foun-
dation of the Little Library, located 

Neighborhood 
builds little library 
in memory of 
former resident

Masks now required in all Solon City Schools   
By SUE REID

The Solon City School District is 
back to requiring masks in all seven 
of its buildings beginning last week 
due to an increase in COVID-19 
cases.

The school year began Aug. 18, 
with masks strongly recommended 
for Solon Middle School and High 
School due to the ability of students 
in those buildings to be vaccinated, 

Tamara Strom, the district’s com-
munication director, said.

Masks were required from the 
start of the year in the preschool, 
as well as the three elementary 
schools, including Lewis, Parkside 
and Roxbury, and Orchard, the fifth 
and sixth grade middle school.

But the district moved back to 
requiring masks for grades seven 
through 12 due to the increased 

number of COVID-19 cases in the 
school community and the sur-
rounding Solon and Glenwillow 
communities and to help limit the 
spread of COVID-19 cases across 
grade levels in families, she said.

Ms. Strom said the district is “stay-
ing the course” with masks required 
for all students and staff in all of its 
classroom buildings. 

“As we have shared with our 

families, we will continue to reassess 
the incidence data in our schools 
and our surrounding Solon and 
Glenwillow community to determine 
if adjustments are possible,” she said. 
“The goal is to keep our students in 
school in person five days a week.”

Ms. Strom said the district has 
seen an increase in COVID-19 cases.

“Our schools are a reflection of the 
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A free little library for residents of the North Hill neighborhood in Solon holds special meaning. It was built recently and is 
dedicated to Dr. Daniel J. Braun, an avid reader formerly of Solon, who died in 2016. Pictured by the library, which is located 
in the common area of the subdivision and along the walking path, are lifelong friends and neighbors, instrumental in the 
library’s formation, from left, Frank and Kathy Peterson and Dr. William and Maire Braun.
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A voter casts a ballot during 
Tuesday’s Ward 4 race.

Kotora Kan
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