
Berkshire Virtual Academy gets mixed reviews
By BRIAN DOERING 

After three months of virtual 
learning, the results are in from a 
survey conducted by the Berkshire 
Local School District for its Badger 
Virtual Academy with a mixture of 
responses.

Some parents stated that their 
children, many in the upper grades, 

were struggling, did not have enough 
direct access to instructors and were 
not receiving the same level of edu-
cation compared to in-person classes. 
Other parents of elementary students 
expressed satisfaction with the Zoom 
based classes with teachers.

There are 327 students in the 
virtual academy and 61 parents 

responded to the survey, according 
to school officials. 

Survey respondents indicated on 
a scale from 1 to 5 their satisfaction 
with the virtual academy, 1 being 
very satisfied and 5 being unsatis-
fied. Overall, Superintendent John 
Stoddard said, “75 percent of the 
feedback was neutral to positive 

with the largest percentage being a 
2 [rating] which is positive.”

As part of its re-start plan launched 
in the fall, Berkshire offered parents 
the option of enrolling their children 
in the virtual academy for students 
in grades K-12.

Students in grades K-5 were 

Trees to shine without 
the formal ceremony 
By BRIAN DOERING

Chardon City Council last week 
had its sights set on Dec. 3 for the 
annual holiday lighting ceremony 
on the square but made the reluctant 
decision not to authorize the event 
this year.

During the Nov. 11 council meet-
ing, council members discussed 
details for the annual holiday event 
with Joseph Zulandt and Stephanie 
Talty representing the Chardon 
Square Association and expressed 
concerns about the recent surge 
of COVID-19 cases and hospital-
izations in Ohio and Gov. Mike 
DeWine’s reissue of the statewide 
mask order.

“I really wanted to see this hap-
pen, but it has been a horrible year,” 
said City Manager Randy Sharpe. “I 
was sending emails to all of council 
earlier this week so that council 
would have all the information to 
make a decision.”

All council members agreed to 
take the issue off the table and no 
vote was taken. 

Plans are for the Chardon Square 
Association to move forward with 
decorating the square and turning 
on the lights prior to the original 
date, but out of concern for the 
public no formal notification will 
be made to the public. 

Hospitals reaching capacity 
due to spread of COVID-19
By BRIAN DOERING 

M u n s o n  To w n s h i p  F i r e 
Department officials shared their 
concerns regarding area hospital 
capacity related to COVID-19 
cases last week.  

Fire Capt. Brian Gray told trust-
ees during the Nov. 10 meeting that 
TriPoint Medical Center in Concord 
was among the area hospitals that 
went on complete diversion.

“Because the emergency rooms 
are completely inundated, we 
had this issue with Geauga last 
night, [Cleveland Clinic] Hillcrest 
[Hospital in Mayfield], Lake West 
[in Mentor] and Geauga hospitals 
are completely full, they have no 
beds right now,” Capt. Gray said. 

“The squads were actually sitting 
out by the emergency room bay 
with patients because they had 
nowhere to put them, they even 
ran out of hall space for beds, so 
things are starting to change.

Statewide, COVID-19 cases hit 
an all-time high with Gov. Mike 
DeWine imploring residents to take 
safety orders seriously by wearing 
masks, practicing physical distanc-
ing and avoiding large crowds. 

This past week the Munson 
department experienced some 
of the sickness with some of its 
personnel who quarantined until 
they got tested. 

“Fortunately, those tests that 
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Early holiday cheer  

Photo by Michael Steinberg

Jodi Woolf and her mother Lou Ann Kilgore get some early holiday shopping done at the Geauga County Historical Society 
Century Village Museum’s Christmas Craft Show in Burton on Saturday. Shoppers at the museum’s  Lennah Bond Activity 
Center perused a wide selection of handcrafted holiday goodies made by local artisans.
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