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Woodmere   Treasurer 
resigns after five months on 
job. A2

Orange   Recreation levy 
on March primary ballot. A3

Ohio  Rep. Phil Robinson 
says changes needed in 
school plans. A5
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judge at prestigious dog 
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questions premature. A7
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Chardon. B1

Swimming   Lady 
Hawks remain tops in 
conference. B4

Brainard Circle could be 
open to traffic next month
By JULIE HULLETT

PEPPER PIKE — Brainard Circle 
could be open to traffic by the first 
week for February, according to City 
Engineer Don Sheehy. There may be 
an end in sight as Dominion Energy 
and its subcontractors complete 
repairs on the gas line and related 
infrastructure.

The 30-inch gas main running 
underneath Brainard Circle ex-
ploded on Nov. 15, causing a gaping 
hole in the road and a fire 80 feet 
high and 80 feet wide. The road 
and surrounding infrastructure and 
greenery were damaged but there 
were no injuries. 

The Public Utilities Commission 

of Ohio announced an investigation 
into the cause of the explosion, 
which occurred along a newly 
installed portion of the gas line. A 
preliminary report from Dec. 12 
indicated that a “girth weld failure” 
may have been the cause, noting 
other potential violations of the Gas 
Pipeline Safety Code, according to 
the commission. 

“We’re hoping that the first week 
of February, we’ll be taking the 
[traffic] barriers out,” Mr. Sheehy 
said at the council meeting on Jan. 
15.

He said that Dominion completed 
the gas main work, but the storm 

Mayor Fritz details goals 
for Moreland Hills village
By JULIE HULLETT

MORELAND HILLS — After 
former Mayor Susan Renda retired 
at the end of 2019, Mayor Dan Fritz 
hit the ground running at the start 
of 2020. He went through a period 
of transition with the former mayor 
before being sworn in on Jan. 6. 
Mayor Fritz, who also works as a 
firefighter, plans to prioritize safety, 
communication and environmental 
stewardship.

“It takes up a lot of time but it’s 
been a lot of fun,” Mayor Fritz said 
last week in an interview with the 
Times. He said that continuity and 
civility are the tenets of service in 
Moreland Hills.

Mayor Fritz, 
52, served three 
terms on council 
and served as 
council president 
for three years. 
He  s a id  t ha t 
shifts in his ca-
reer and personal 

life made this is a good time to take 
on the highest office in the village.

Goals
As a 22-year firefighter at the 

Bedford Heights Fire Department 
and current Assistant Chief in 
Orange Village, Mayor Fritz said 

Fritz

Frozen Fest

Photo by Michael Steinberg

Children gathered around real reindeer at the West Woods Nature Center in Russell Township this past snowy Sunday for 
Frozen Fest, a free family event to celebrate the winter season. In addition to a reindeer herder, there were also sled dogs, a 
winter snowman, ice princesses, ice carving, snowshoeing and other snow-themed activities. 
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Residents question impact of housing proposal 
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

AUBURN –– After the Board 
of Zoning Appeals unanimously 
denied several variance requests 
from Redwood USA, LLC in a 
standing room only meeting last 
week, longtime resident Dee Belew 
questioned procedures, noting the 

lack of trustees’ involvement and 
public notification.

Auburn trustees met for their 
regular meeting Monday and gave 
no remarks about the requests that 
filled Adam Hall on Jan. 14 until Ms. 
Belew, a former township Zoning 
Commission member, called for 

further discussion during the public 
comment period.

Trustee Patrick J. Cavanagh said 
that while the matter was closed 
and was not related to the trust-
ees, they could “certainly give a 
recap.” He briefly explained that 
the real estate company requested 

several variances for the proposed 
development of residential attached 
dwellings, which the zoning appeals 
board unanimously denied.

According to the township’s 
public hearing notice, Redwood 
requested variances on prohibited 
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