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Valley  Jaycees adopt 
new charity giving plan. A2

Orange   Candidates 
share views in BOE race.  A3

South Russell   
Turkey Trot to return. A4

Pepper Pike   Final site 
plan OK’d for synagogue. A4

Bainbridge   Residents 
to decide on renewable 
energy. A4

Solon   Culling of deer  
to begin Oct. 1. A5

Geauga  District plans 
updates to two parks. A10

Russell   Question over 
annual trash pickup. A11
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annual budget. A11
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puts temporary hold on trail 
project. A11
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Film fest    
Documentary explores  
illegal cat trade. A13

Author   Former resident 
sets novella in Solon.  A15

Sports 

Football   Bombers open 
play with win over Eastlake 
North. B1

Soccer Lady Hawks draw 
stalemate. B3

Dogs on parade Residents 
to save with 
better fire 
safety rating
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

BAINBRIDGE — Thanks to an improved 
safety rating, township residents may see a 10- 
to 20-percent reduction in their homeowner’s 
insurance premiums, according to fire Chief 
Lou Ann Metz.

Chief Metz of the Bainbridge Township Fire 
Department reported to trustees during their 
regular meeting Monday that the township 
is now Class 3, according to the Insurance 
Services Office, or ISO. She said that com-
munities receive the classification based on 
their Fire Suppression Rating System, or 
FSRS, and a Public Protection Classification.

“I am happy to announce that Bainbridge 
has been re-rated by ISO to Class 3,” she 
told the trustees and was met with a round of 
applause. She said the township jumped two 
classifications from their previous Class 5 
rating. “This has been a two-and-a-half-year 
project preparing for this evaluation.

“ISO is a third-party evaluator of many 
things, but in particular, fire protection,” Chief 
Metz explained. “They rate pretty much every 
community in the United States on a scale of 
1-10; 1 is the very best that you can get, and 10 
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Chagrin takes 
step toward 
new school 
bus garage
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

The Chagrin Falls school district is one step 
closer to the construction of a new transporta-
tion facility, a project the school board has been 
working toward for years that was originally 
slated to begin in the summer of 2022.

Since the onset of the coronavirus pandemic 
and following cuts of state funding in the 
spring of 2020, the construction of a new 
transportation hub had since been placed on 
the backburners as the district shifted gears and 
reconsidered capital priorities. With students 
back in class, it’s time to revisit the project, 
but the construction start time is looking to 
be around 2024.

The board approved a contract for pro-
fessional design services with ThenDesign 
Architecture, or TDA, not to exceed $5,000 
for the potential improvements to the district’s 
maintenance and transportation facilities, 
as well as for work including a site survey, 
geotechnical testing and environmental site 
assessment in an amount not to exceed $50,000 
during their Sept. 1 meeting.

Ryan Schmidt of TDA, in a presentation to 
the Chagrin Board of Education, outlined a 
preliminary scope of the potential facility that 
would replace two existing buildings in the 
district. The project was originally estimated 

Commission approves permit 
for flooding reduction project
By JULIE HULLETT

PEPPER PIKE — The Planning and Zoning 
Commission approved a conditional use permit 
for work within the riparian setback. This is 
part of the Luce Creek culvert and rehabilita-
tion project on Gates Mills Boulevard. Despite 
objections from several neighbors, City Engineer 
Don Sheehy recommended the project, saying it 
would increase the capacity of the stormwater 
system and reduce flooding.

Kristen Buccier, senior project manager for 
the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, 
said that the project will take place on Gates 
Mills Boulevard southwest of the traffic circle 
with Lander Road and Fairmount Boulevard. 

There are four sections of the project, including 
replacing a headwall and culvert and stabilizing 
the adjacent streambanks. 

The work will enlarge the existing detention 
basin within the median to provide additional 
storage and reduce the flooding risk to residents 
and motorists. This project will abandon and 
replace an existing culvert downstream of the 
basin. By doing so, plans call for installing a 
new outlet structure to protect the areas as more 
flow is introduced and they will stabilize the 
streambanks. 

“What they’re proposing is actually a big 
improvement to our riparian area,” Mr. Sheehy 

Photo by Geoff Powers

Residents throughout Northeast Ohio visited the Cleveland Metroparks Polo Field 
in Moreland Hills last Sunday for the 2021 Woofstock festival. Proceeds from the 
outdoor fundraiser event benefit homeless animals at Rescue Village. Marlene 
Samek of Canfield, Ohio, is pictured with Dewey the greyhound. The duo were 
recipients of the Best Dog and Person Award.
 


