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Tracy Sullivan named head of community enrichment
By SUE REID

It was from the age of 15 that 

Solon native Tracy Sullivan slowly 

began leaving her mark on the city’s 

recreation department.

She started out by working in the 

concession stand in 1991, before 

progressing to the role of summer 

camp counselor. But as she became 

more involved in programming and 

special events, though, her career 

path was made clear.

Mrs. Sullivan, 44, recalled first 
wanting to become a teacher before 
switching gears and working instead 
as a program coordinator in 1997, a 
position she held until 2014, when 
she was named manager of the Solon 
Center for the Arts.

Last week, Mrs. Sullivan was 
promoted to director of Community 
and Cultural Enrichment, and will 
oversee the art center, community 
events as well as the cultural aspect 
of a wide variety of programs. She 

will be paid an annual salary of 
$79,000.

“It’s what I’ve always wanted,” 
Mrs. Sullivan, a resident of Solon 
and 1993 graduate of Solon High 
School, said of her new role.

She is credited with growing a 
number of programs at the art center, 
taking what was a very music-based 
center and expanding it to one with 
a variety of offerings in art, theater, 
dance and more.

“We have evolved,” Mrs. Sullivan 

said. “That was our goal (all along), 
to become a community place.”

With her background in recreation, 
an area that was already very commu-
nity focused, Mrs. Sullivan brought 
that expertise to the art center. She 
wanted to develop programming and 
create a special place for all of the 
children, many of whom were not 
athletically inclined, for example, 
and therefore needed another outlet.
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Solon resident Tracy Sullivan, sitting in the theater at the Solon Center for the Arts, was promoted to director of Community 
and Cultural Enrichment. While leading the art center, she is credited with expanding its programming, amounting to hun-
dreds of offerings for Solon families. 

Council approves $365,000  
for Bull house renovations
By SUE REID

Solon City Council last week 

approved $365,000 in renovations 

to the historical Bull house despite 

one councilman questioning the 

cost that was nearly double the 

initial estimate.

The Lynch home, considered 

historical by some residents and 

located next door to the Bull house, 

met the wrecking ball earlier this 

year.

Public Works Director William 

Drsek gave Bull house renovation 

cost estimates to the City Council 

Safety and Public Properties 

Committee during a recent meeting. 

In the 2020 city budget, $200,000 

was approved for the interior and ex-

terior renovations of the city-owned 

Bull house on Bainbridge Road 

across the street from the Solon 

Center for the Arts.

A total base bid from Gordian 

Group Inc. came in at $342,076, 

which broke down to $172,675 for 

the exterior, and $169,401 for the 

interior. Mr. Drsek also said the 

home is in need of waterproofing 
at a cost of $23,450 for a total of 

$365,256.

Mr. Drsek said the plan is to 

complete the project in time for the 

time capsule opening as part of the 

bicentennial celebration on June 14. 

The Bull home dates back to 

1835 and is at 34045 Bainbridge 

Road. It is named for the founder 

of the city, Lorenzo Solon Bull. 

Solon delays approval of 
design fee for Harper Road 
By SUE REID

In order to get a better read on the 

financial impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic on the city of Solon, 

officials put on hold last week 

accepting a $940,866 design fee 

for the $7.6 million Harper Road 

Diverging Diamond project at its 

intersection with Route 422.

City Engineer John J. Busch gave 

the City Council Safety and Public 

Properties Committee details of the 

project plans and specifications from 
GPD engineers. The design fee was 

based on a previously completed 

feasibility study.

The option of a diverging dia-

mond interchange is being sought 

to relieve major congestion and 

improve traffic flow through Harper 

Road and near the Nestle plants. It 

involves widening the loop ramp 

connect to the Route 422 highway 

to allow dual right turns from both 

northbound Harper Road lanes, 

removing the loop ramp and provid-

ing signalized dual left turn lanes.

Mr. Busch recommended award-

ing the $940,866 contract to GPD 

for design services in accordance 

with their traffic engineering service 
contract.

Officials were to meet last week 
with representatives of the Ohio 

Department of Transportation to 

discuss the project and the city’s 

state funding application.

Councilman William I. Russo 

asked when Mr. Busch will get a 
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