
Mayor proposes pay raises for city employees 
By SUE REID

Despite a $3 million to $4 mil-

lion projected loss in revenue this 

year due to the ongoing coronavirus 

pandemic and an unbalanced budget 

heading into 2021, Solon’s admin-

istration is supporting a pay raise 

for employees not covered under 

a collective bargaining agreement.
An up to 2.5 percent raise is al-

ready built into the union contracts 
for this year.

The pay raise of up to 2.5 percent, 
which will be subject to City Council 
approval, was part of the discussions 
during last week’s budget hearings, 
which wrapped up Monday. 

The budget will go through the 
three-reading process with adop-
tion expected later next month and 
become effective Jan.1.

“I struggled with wage increases, 
(but) decided I will give them this 
year,” Mayor Edward Kraus said. “I 
couldn’t justify how hard everyone 
worked and saying to them after 

all the work and effort they gave in 
2020, that they wouldn’t get a raise.”

The pay increase for the roughly 
130 employees will equate to an 
expenditure of about $235,000.

“It was a way to say to our em-
ployees how much they are valued,” 
Mayor Kraus said.

Staying afloat
Seniors keep active 
during pandemic 

By SUE REID

In record-high temperatures last 
week hovering in the 70s, Solon 
seniors moved to the beat during a 
Zumba class held on the deck of the 

Community Center pool.

Inside, a water-exercise class drew 

a handful of others, who began to 

stretch and use dumbbells in the 

shallow end of the swimming pool.

Older residents are staying active 

during the pandemic, even with the 

senior center still shut down due to 

the rising number of COVID-19 

cases statewide. But water exercise 
classes continue to be offered at the 
Solon Community Center.

Groups of all ages attend indoor 
water classes while others take part in 
a variety of offerings on the outside 
pool deck, including cardio drum-
ming, flex chair meditation, yoga 
and more. 

For 99-year-old Fran Springborn, 
of Solon, the pool deck programs 
keep her moving and her joints lim-
ber. “That’s what we need more,” 
she said. “When you are home, you 

do nothing, but here, because others 
are doing it, you’re doing it.”

The group did high claps, twists 
and turns, and worked up a sweat.

“It just makes you feel so good 
being outside and able to socialize 
with our exercise buddies,” said 
Solon resident Ellie Frost, 73. 

The eight different water exercise 
classes offered each week give par-
ticipants a variety of options, aquat-
ics coordinator Jim Sordi explained. 
“There’s something for everyone.”
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Despite the continued closure of the Solon Senior Center due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, many senior citizens 
stay active by going  to the Solon Community Center’s indoor pool for water exercise classes. A variety of classes center on 
water aerobics and strength and balance work, among others. Rhonda Garganta does noodle work in the pool’s shallow end.

St. Rita junior high students find reason for creating rhymes  
By SUE REID

For a group of young writers at 

St. Rita School in Solon, their first 
attempt at poetry has earned them 

high honors.

With topics like peer pressure, 

global warming, history, politics 

and more, 58 junior high students 

put pen to paper and crafted their 

first poem, all of which have been 
selected among over 5,000 entries 

to be published in the Young Writers 

annual publication “Through Their 

Eyes,” in January of 2021.

“I don’t consider myself a poet,” 

seventh-grader Ava Franz, 13, of 

Twinsburg, said, “but it’s something 

I enjoy reading.”

She is especially excited to be 

published for the first time, she said, 
and to see the work of other young 

poets like herself.

A sports fan, 12-year-old Max 

Loeser, a seventh-grader from 

Twinsburg, wrote “A Ball’s Purpose,” 

mainly about sports, he said. 

“The hardest part was picking 

your topic because there was a lot 

to choose from,” he said.

The students were given a maxi-

mum of 10 lines to create their poem 

and discussed in a group the topics 

they were given to choose from, 

language arts teachers Laura Yax 

and Cathy Edmonds explained.
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