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News

Chagrin Falls   Village 
panel looks at ways to reach 
out to residents. A2

Geauga  Caves Road 
project in Chester, Russell 
gets funding. A2

Region  Some school 
leaders would like more 
guidance for fall.  A3

Solon BOE  Board names 
interim superintendent. A4

State  Senate OKs good 
Samaritan law for virus. A11

Russell  Trustees decide 
to save old fire station. A12

Gates Mills Panel 
compares operation costs 
with neighbors. A13

Chester    Sgt. Wolfgang 
Kyle Weninger laid to rest. A14 

South Russell Paw 
Paw Lake residents search 
for road grants. A16

Sports

Basketball  Michael 
Cruz new Orange coach. A15

Features

Newbury      
Conservancy transforms 
gravel quarry to stunning 
preserve. B1

Chagrin     Film fest 
plans both in-person and 
virtual viewing this year.  B1

Survey respondents show 
support for multiple uses
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

The results are in, and they reflect 
much of what stakeholders have 
already discussed in previous public 
meetings regarding the fate of the 
Newbury Local Schools’ property.

Dione DeMitro of Burges and 
Burges Strategists, the facilitator of 
the community input initiative that 
started with a May 28 brainstorm-
ing session, presented the findings 
of a survey that ran June 3-7 during 
the Newbury Board of Education’s 
final meeting last week.

The Newbury school district 
has since closed and joined West 
Geauga Local Schools in a territory 
transfer as of July 1. The West 
Geauga Board of Education will 

have the final say on the decision 
making process of the Newbury 
facilities.

In her presentation to the Newbury 
BOE on June 29, Ms. DeMitro 
explained that key takeaways from 
the survey results were much of what 
the board members and community 
have already acknowledged; that 
no one wants to see the facilities 
sit empty and have the property 
become an eyesore as well as that, 
while participants expressed that 
they favored Newbury Township 
taking ownership of the property, 
there is also concern regarding the 
feasibility of such an option and 
what the impact would be on the 

State fines Dominion Energy for 
Pepper Pike gas line explosion
By JULIE HULLETT

PEPPER PIKE — The Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio 
approved a $1 million settlement 
agreement on July 1 between the 
commission and Dominion Energy 
Ohio for a November gas line 
explosion in the city. 

Commission staff members 
found the cause of the explosion to 
be a failure in the 30-inch steel dis-
tribution main line, which released 
natural gas into the atmosphere 
before igniting, according to a 
PUCO report. Dominion’s failure 
to follow proper procedures, poor 
construction practices and a lack 
of oversight contributed to the 
pipeline’s failure, the report states.

The gas leak caused a massive 
fire on Brainard Circle just after 
midnight on Nov. 15. No one was 
injured, but there was extensive 
property damage to the road and 
surrounding greenery. At the end 
of June, Dominion had paid Pepper 
Pike more than $64,000 in engi-
neering fees for repairs.

“It’s  not unexpected that 
Dominion would have faced is-
sues with [the PUCO] regarding 
the event,” Mayor Richard Bain 
said last week. 

A third-party inspection company 
hired by the city on Sept. 7 last year 
reported that the construction crew 
stopped boring because one of the 
pins holding the auger blade to the 
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Legislation softens blow of funding cuts to area schools
By JULIE HULLETT

State lawmakers successfully 
worked to reduce the impact of an 
unexpected cut in state funding to 
public school districts, including 
those in Northeast Ohio.

In May, Gov. Mike DeWine an-
nounced $300 million in reductions 

to public schools’ kindergarten 
through 12th grade programs with 
districts that are considered wealthy 
seeing the brunt of the funding drop. 
That meant some districts had to 
return money to the state at the end 
of the 2019-2020 academic year.

But after a negotiation, Gov. Mike 

DeWine signed HB 164 on June 19, 
which contains an amendment restor-
ing some state funding to districts. 

“Fair is a relative term. It’s still 
disproportionate, but it’s in the 

realm of fairness,” state Sen. Dolan, 
R-Chagrin Falls, said of the amend-
ment. “By returning $23 million to 
districts, it softens the blow, but I 
would prefer equal cuts across the 
board.”

Sen. Matt Dolan added the 
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Members of the Tennis Club in the Gates Mills Fourth of July parade wave American flags to show their patriotic support, 
celebrating the independence of the United States on its 244th birthday. For the past 70 years, the village has celebrated 
Independence Day with a parade down Chagrin River Road. This year, the parade came to the community in light of COVID-
19 precautions and traveled throughout 20 miles of residential streets last Saturday.

Gov. Mike DeWine offers guide to 
open public schools in the fall. A3

Happy birthday America!


