
West Geauga school board wastes no time 
with plans to demo Newbury school property
By BRIAN DOERING

The West Board of Education on 
Monday wasted no time moving 
forward with plans for the former 
Newbury public school property 
which includes demolition and site 
restoration.

During the May 9 meeting, board 
members approved a resolution 
for consulting services for the 
preparation of bidding documents 
from Parma based firm Terracon 
Consultants, Inc. in the amount 
of $9,000.

“The Board of Education works 

with Terracon to oversee environ-
mental issues like abatement and re-
moval of hazardous materials,” said 
Superintendent Richard Markwardt. 
“Any demolition project needs to 
be done with regard for the safety 
of workers and the environment.”

Terracon will be tasked to develop 
an overall demolition specification 
at the former Newbury school prop-
erty which includes the elementary 
school building, bus garage, athletic 
field complex and outbuildings. 

The district has not determined 
if the foundations, footers, or 

underground utilities will be re-
moved as part of this project and 
may elect to leave asphalt paved 
parking areas, concrete walkways, 
or an existing registered Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency 
certified drinking water well located 
on the project site.

Board members also approved an 
engineering proposal from Gutoskey 
& Associates, Inc. for a budgeted 
amount of $2,000 to prepare a pro-
posed grading plan for restoration 
of the site after demolition of the 
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Mental Health Board places Adams on leave, won’t say why
By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

The Geauga County Board of 
Mental Health voted 9-1 last week 
to place longtime Executive Director 
Jim Adams on paid administrative 
leave, but board members have yet 
to explain publicly why they took 
such harsh action on the 35-year 
county employee.

Board Chair Jennifer Malainy vot-
ed in favor of the measure along with 
members Walter “Skip” Claypool, 
Martin Fay, Jimmy Lee Holden, 
Kathy Johnson, Gregory O’Brien, 
Steven Oluic, Michael Petruziello, 
and Mary Ruth Shumway. All nine of 
those boardmembers were appointed 
by the three-member Geauga County 

Board of Commissioners.
The only member to vote against 

the measure was Alberta Chokshi, 
one of five members of the board 
appointed by the Ohio Department 
of Mental Health and Addiction 
Services. The other four state-
appointed members were not in 
attendance.

Adams has been a polarizing 
figure during various times during 
his lengthy career with the county. 
Following the February 2012 shoot-
ing at Chardon High School, Mr. 
Adams was praised for his efforts 
to address the mental health impact 
the shooting had on the community.

Historic 
courthouse 
getting a 
makeover
By BRIAN DOERING

Plans to renovate and expand the 
historic Geauga County Courthouse 
on Chardon Square were announced 
on May 5 in a joint statement from 
The City of Chardon and the 
Geauga County Board of County 
Commissioners. 

This latest turn of events brings 
closure to the lawsuit between the 
city and the county over the fight 
regarding the location of certain 
county offices.

“The County and the City of 
Chardon are excited to announce 
the Board of Commissioners and the 
Chardon City Council have agreed 
that the County will undertake ef-
forts to renovate and expand the 
Geauga County Courthouse. This 
will include a significant investment 
by the County and the City into 
Chardon Square that will benefit 
all residents,” the statement reads. 

Over the last several months, the 
City of Chardon and the County 
engaged in numerous productive 
conversations about the future of 
county offices. 

“In an effort to address the shared 
vision of the County and the City 
of Chardon, the County and the 
City are proposing an ambitious 
and historic plan which will enable 
both the County and the City to 
continue to showcase the Geauga 
County Courthouse as the symbol 
of justice in Geauga County,” the 
statement reads. 

Chardon Mayor Christopher Grau 
said the city is looking forward 
to sharing the entire scope of this 
monumental cooperation between 
the city and county.

“We are extraordinarily pleased 
with the agreement between the City 
of Chardon and the Geauga County 
Commissioners that will result in 
expansion and improvements to 
the historic courthouse on Chardon 
Square and will ensure Chardon 
remains the seat of justice in our 
county.”

Mr. Grau said as mayor, I want to 
recognize the teamwork approach 
by Chardon City Council, our staff 
and legal representation, all of whom 
helped define our objectives with 
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Girls of spring
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Chardon High senior Madeline Christie and the entire Lady Hilltoppers lacrosse team are 
off to a hot 10-3 start. The team made easy work of Brecksville-Broadview Heights 12-3 last 
Saturday afternoon at Chardon Memorial Field. With spring-like temperatures warming up 
across Northeast Ohio, the Lady Hilltoppers are taking full advantage to spend some time 
in the sun and soak up those rays. 
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