
Consulting firm seeks next steps for 
economic development in Geauga
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

Location, location, location.
The market perceives Geauga as a 

quality place to live, but maybe not 
so much for economic development, 
officials told county commissioners 
last week. 

Dennis Burnside, president of 
Juniper Solutions, a consulting 
firm for site selection and economic 
development, presented during 
the Oct. 15 meeting the county’s 
“SWOT analysis,” which includes 
strengths, weaknesses, opportuni-
ties and threats when it comes to 
economic and business development 
in Geauga. 

In addition to the analysis he, 
alongside his team, suggested 
potential next steps for the com-
missioners to help make the county 

more enticing to developers.
Present ing a longside Mr. 

Burnside were Scott Pollock, senior 
vice president of Juniper Solutions, 
Jennifer Syx of inSite Advisory 
Group, LLC, and Emil Liszniansky, 
principal from Envision Group, 
LLC.

Department of Development 
Director Dave Favorite explained 
that the county hired the team of 
consultants last year to help Geauga 
plan for increasing its economic 
development. Last week’s presenta-
tion, he said, was the culmination 
of almost a year of research.

A quality place to live
“Community pride definitely 

rose to the surface,” Ms. Syx said 

Woodmere council votes down 
Brainard Road sidewalk project
By JULIE HULLETT

WOODMERE — Council voted 
3-4 against the Brainard Road 
pedestrian sidewalk project last 
week that would have connected the 
village to neighboring communities. 

This became a contentious issue 
in the last few months after some 
residents voiced their support of 
sidewalks while others were op-
posed. Leaders in Orange Village 
also commented on the plans be-
cause the sidewalk would connect 
to recreational trails in their village.

“I’m mystified that council voted 
in the manner that they did,” Mayor 
Ben Holbert said after the Oct. 14 
vote. The ordinance would have 
allowed Village Engineer Ed Hren 
to begin preparations for a 6-foot-
wide sidewalk on the west side of 

Brainard from Chagrin Boulevard 
to the municipal boundary with 
Orange.

Councilwomen Lisa Brockwell, 
Glenda Todd-Miller and Jennifer 
Mitchell Earley and Councilman 
Craig Wade voted against the 
sidewalks. Councilman Tennyson 
Adams and Councilwomen Vivian 
Walker and Nakeshia Nickerson 
voted in favor of the project.

There was confusion among 
Woodmere council members 
and the administration over the 
sidewalk project last month that 
stemmed from a grant application 
by McCaulley and Company. The 
application said that the village 
would contribute $750,000 toward 
a project that costs $1 million total. 
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Orange BOE considers opening school buildings 
By JULIE HULLETT

After months of following guid-
ance from the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Health for reopening 
schools during the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Orange City School 
District is considering veering away 
from the county’s recommendation.

Since July, the Orange Board 
of Education has followed county 
guidance of maintaining virtual 
learning only if the county is at 
the second highest level three (red 
status) on the state’s four-level Public 
Health Advisory System.  The sys-
tem is based on the number of new 

coronavirus cases in the county.
The Orange district has been in 

a fully virtual model since the start 
of the 2020-2021 academic year, 
but planned to implement a hybrid 

model, a mix of in-person and virtual 
learning, this past Monday. The 
county increased from level two 
(orange) to level three (red) on Oct. 
15, so Orange switched back to the 
virtual model for this week. 

At the school board meeting on 
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Halloween fun

Photo by Ryan Grzybowski

Did these skeletons come out of the closet to enjoy a clear autumn day? Absolutely! This elaborate Halloween display on 
Spring Drive in South Russell includes skeletons enjoying a variety of warm-weather activities right down to splashing in a 
kiddie pool. Other skeletons are taking temperature checks for COVID-19, walking dogs and playing volleyball.


