
Impact on utility collections less than expected
By COLLIN CUNNINGHAM

CHARDON — Even with decreased 
tax collections due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, city Finance Director 
Mate Rogonjic told members of 
the Water and Sewer Committee 
last week that collection rates have 
not been impacted as much as 
anticipated. 

For every 4,000 gallons of water 

used, Chardon residents will be 
required to pay $103.75 during 
2021, which is significantly more 
than some local communities. 
According to Mr. Rogonjic’s rate 
study, Middlefield residents, for 
example, will pay $67.15 combined 
for using 4,000 gallons, while Burton 
residents pay $99.05 for the same.

Mr. Rogonjic also said that water 

revenues are predicted to increase 
steadily over the next few years, 
from $918,140 in 2020 to $1,013,845 
in 2021. Meanwhile, year-end bal-
ances are set to decrease, from an 
anticipated $156,321 this year to 
$117,065.

Councilman Jeffrey Smock said he 
was fine with most of Mr. Rogonjic’s 
projections, but took issue with the 

sewer operating fund, which could 
result in significant reductions.

“I have a problem recommending 
this to go forward with that still 
showing as it is,” Mr. Smock told 
the rest of the committee referring 
to reduction in the operating fund. 
“I’m looking at the rate structure 
and it’s nice to be able to say that 
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Chester welcomes six 
full-time firefighters 
By BRIAN DOERING 

 CHESTER  — A festive crowd was 
in attendance outside at the Chester 
Fire Department last week during a 
special swearing-in ceremony for 
six full-time firefighters.

Many of the firefighters’ fami-
lies and friends were present as 
Fire Chief John Wargelin lead the 
swearing-in of Eon Osborn, Martin 
Neary, Austin Georskey, Connor 
Bachmann, Michael Fulton and 
Frank Virant on Sept. 24.

The six firefighters are the latest 
full-time hires made by the township 
after a fire levy was passed last May 
which allocated an additional 2.75 
mills to the fire department for five 
years. The funds will allow for a 

total of six full-time hires and three 
positions still remain open.

The township started looking for 
full-time firemen five years ago 
according to the fire chief. “We 
were struggling to cover shifts and 
the availability of our part-timers 
was limited,” Chief  Wargelin said. 
“So, myself and our elected officials 
started looking at the need to have 
some full-time staffing here to create 
more of a combination of part-time 
and full-time personnel.”     

Chief Wargelin said this is a big 
step in starting a foundation moving 
forward. 

“As we move forward, the need 
to have the continuity of full-time 

Munson trustees approve 
new zoning amendments 
By COLLIN CUNNINGHAM

MUNSON — Trustees last week 
approved a number of amendments 
to tie up loose ends in the town-
ship zoning code, much to some 
residents’ chagrin.

The amendments pertain to lan-
guage in four sections of the code 
that deal with zoning definitions, 
uses not specifically mentioned, 
intent and purpose and solid mineral 
extraction operations. 

“It was mainly to clean up some 
language, so when you look at 
restrictions or anything like that, 
it was to make sure signs have 
to be outside of 5 feet from the 
road right of way,” Trustee Andrew 
Bushman said the Sept. 22 meeting. 

The amendments went into effect 
immediately, having been approved 
by the Zoning Commission, he 
added.

During the public comment por-
tion of the Zoom zoning hearing 
prior to the trustee meeting, Munson 
resident Joe Bastulli said it was 
not in the township’s best interest 
to allow events to continue longer 
than seven days, referencing the 
Bethlehem Hills LLC Christmas 
Light Show that has taken place 
at Berkshire Golf Course behind 
residential property. 

“I’m disappointed in the trustees 
that they did not vet out or recon-
sider some of the issues raised in the 
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Rylan Greene, 2, of Kirkland charges through a corn maze at the Mulberry Corners Pumpkin Patch. Geauga residents were 
taking advantage of the sunny weather last weekend to visit the family-owned business in Chester Township that includes 
goats for petting, hay stacks for climbing and a corn maze for navigating, along with face painting when weather permits. 
The pumpkin patch is open daily 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. through Oct. 31.
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