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By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

Community members helped spread positivity and 
mental health awareness last Saturday on Chardon 
Square at Chalk the Walk, an event hosted by the Geauga 
County Suicide Prevention Coalition. 

Attendees were encouraged to chalk the sidewalks 
around the square with images and messages of hope 
and resilience. 

Deputy Tracy Jordan of the Geauga County Sheriff’s 
Office, a member of the Suicide Prevention Coalition, 
came up with this idea in wanting to honor National 
Suicide Prevention Day, which was Saturday, Sept. 10. 
She said she and fellow members had been debating 
how to organize an event to commemorate that day and 
talk about suicide. 

Deputy Jordan is also a victim advocate and the director 
of the Geauga County LOSS Team.

“We go out with law enforcement on any type of call 
that law enforcement needs help with victims, families, 
and witnesses” at a scene of a suicide, Deputy Jordan 
said. “We deal with a lot of death calls.”

The idea for this event stemmed from a butterfly 
release event held earlier this year by the LOSS team, 
where suicide loss survivors were invited to remember 
their lost loved ones.

“We had chalk, and some of the kids started drawing 
pictures of butterflies and wrote names of their loved 
ones,” Deputy Jordan said. “The artwork that they did 
was so beautiful, and I thought, ‘Wow, why aren’t we 
doing more of this?’”

Sayings, messages, and drawings about how depressed 
individuals do not have to suffer alone were all welcome. 
After the event concluded, the pictures taken during 
the event could be used throughout the year to remind 
everyone how light can be shed on the topic of suicide 
awareness, Deputy Jordan said. 

Deputy Jordan said she wants to keep an open con-
versation about suicide because it is an issue that is seen 
every year in this county. 
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Clover Kocevar, a second grade home school student from Chardon, and his four-month-
old pup, Peter Barker, were among the many area residents who contributed to the Geauga 
County Suicide Prevention Coalition’s “Chalk the Walk” event held recently on the historic 
Chardon Square.

Geauga County residents spread  
positivity, suicide prevention 
awareness during recent event
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Commissioners 
file restraining 
order against 
Walder, ADP
By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

County Administrator Gerry 
Morgan filed a complaint late Tuesday 
on behalf of the Geauga County 
Board of Commissioners requesting 
a temporary restraining order against 
the officers of the Geauga County 
Automatic Data Processing (ADP) 
Board including county Auditor 
Chuck Walder, who serves as chief 
administrator of the ADP board, 
Chief Deputy Administrator Frank 
Antenucci, and Chief Technology 
Officer Allen Kenner.

In a prepared press release emailed 
to local media outlets just after 5 
p.m., Mr. Morgan said the com-
missioners were “forced” to file the 
complaint due to what he called 
the “illegal actions of denying the 
county maintenance staff access to 
the new county office building’s key 
card system.”

The maintenance staff, which re-
ports directly to the commissioners, 
have been denied access to the room 
where the key card control system is 
held since Sept. 7.

“This illegal action by ADP directly 
affects a department under the com-
missioners’ hiring authority ability to 
perform an essential function of their 
daily operations,” Mr. Morgan said. 

Commissioner Jim Dvorak said 
Tuesday evening that he didn’t autho-
rize Mr. Morgan to file the complaint 
and said it was the first time he can 
remember a county administrator 
taking such action without consulting 
all three commissioners.

“I’m not pleased,” said Mr. Dvorak, 
who acknowledged Mr. Morgan may 
have talked to the other commission-
ers. “But he didn’t talk to me.”

Commissioner Ralph Spidalieri 
told the Times that Mr. Morgan told 
him about the temporary restraining 
order before it was filed on Tuesday 
and that he supported the filing. 

“He said there was a possibility 
that might be an option, and I just 
basically said, ‘OK, let me know,’” 
Mr. Spidalieri said. “We need to stop 
spending taxpayers’ dollars and be 
able to work to the benefit of the 
residents of this county and stop 
playing games.”

Mr. Dvorak said he wished the two 
parties could have proceeded with the 
free mediation provided by the Ohio 
Supreme County as planned instead of 
filing the temporary restraining order.

Chardon parents question off-campus wardrobe ‘monitoring’
By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

Chardon parents took to Facebook 
this week to show their displeasure 
about Chardon school board mem-
ber Todd Albright and three other 
administrators, who recently sta-
tioned themselves on a street corner 
to “monitor and judge the clothing 

choices” of female middle school 
and high school students. 

In an interview Tuesday, Mr. 
Albright said he initiated this off-
premise, after-school meeting of 
himself and the administrators includ-
ing Superintendent Michael Hanlon, 
Chardon High School Principal 

Douglas Murray, and Chardon Middle 
School Principal Adam Tomco in 
response to what he perceives as the 
growing issue of inappropriate dress 
in the schools and the behavioral 
problems it creates. 

Based on calls from parents and 
staff, Mr. Albright said he did not 

think dress code infractions were 
being handled properly, or at all. 
When he raised these issues to the 
superintendent and other staff mem-
bers, he was ignored, he said. 

In addition to receiving two phone 
calls within seven days from parents 
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