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Italian man of the year
Solon club gives 
annual award  
to Richard Sesso 
By SUE REID

Solon Italian Club’s new man of 
the year has a history with the club 
that runs deep.

Not only has Richard Sesso, a 

resident of Streetsboro, been a giving 
member of the club for the past 12 
years, but he also grew up attending 
Solon Italian Club meetings and 
functions with his now late father, 
Frank.

He recalled the compassion shown 
to his mother Faye when his father 
died, with members attending the 
funeral. He also remembers the 
parties and the good ole days at club 

gatherings, where he would attend 
as a young adult with his father.

In fact, it was his father he thought 
of immediately when receiving the 
award last week during the ceremony 
at the Grantwood pavilion.

“When I drove home, I thanked my 
father,” Mr. Sesso, 66, said. “I was 
hoping he would be proud. I never 
expected to be man of the year.”

Mr. Sesso, who is a second- 

generation Italian, holds his heri-
tage on his paternal side, with his 
grandfather born in Sicily and his 
grandmother just outside of Rome. 

His mother was Jewish, and he 
still holds close those traditions as 
well, he said, although she converted 
to Catholicism when he was young.

His mother learned to make his 
favorite Italian dishes, like linguini 

“We love our food and Italians love to do everything over food,  
including disagreements and decisions.” — Richard Sesso
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Richard Sesso was named the Solon Italian Club’s man of the year at a ceremony last week at Grantwood Golf Course. Mr. 
Sesso has a long history with the club as did his father. He was recognized for his giving spirit and ongoing contributions 
to the group. 

Developer eyeing former 
Liberty Ford site on Aurora 
By SUE REID

Solon Mayor Edward H. Kraus 
confirmed last week that there is 
a developer associated with the 
former Liberty Ford site on Aurora 
Road that was the focus of a suc-
cessful rezoning ballot issue last fall. 

“We have a developer who is work-
ing with us, but we are not allowed to 
divulge the name,” Mayor Kraus said.

Michael Herrick, son of Liberty 
Ford founder Jim Herrick, said he 
could not comment on the issue fur-
ther, “but we continue to do whatever 

we can to work with the city to do 
what is best for the citizens of Solon.”

A deal for the 6.5 acres Liberty 
Ford owns between Mr. Herrick and 
Industrial Commercial Properties 
in Solon fell through last year. 
That was due to ICP backing out 
of the agreement, citing it was not 
economically feasible.

The approval at the ballot last fall 
of Issue 65 rezoned the site and the 
surrounding area, amounting to 21.76 
acres,  to a mixed-use district that will 

CARES funds helping city with 
COVID-19 related expenses 
By SUE REID

Although it does not make a 
substantial impact on the city’s 
projected revenue shortfall of 
$7.1 million due to the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic, Solon has 
continued to use its $213,000 in 
funding from the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Security Act.

Finance Director Matthew Rubino 
said last week that the city received 
the money known as CARES funding 
authorized through Senate Bill 310, 
which allows Cuyahoga County 
to distribute up to $350 million in 

federal dollars to local governments. 
SB 310 was folded into House 

Bill 481.
The funds are used to offset 

costs associated with fighting and 
safely getting through the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic.

Mr. Rubino said Solon has spent 
about $80,000 thus far, including 
various equipment purchases related 
to keeping city buildings clean and 
safe. They have purchased supplies 
such as disinfectant as well as used the 
fund in building modifications such as 
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