
Developers clarify details 
of town center proposal
By JULIE HULLETT

PEPPER PIKE — As the rezoning 
discussion continues for the Beech 
Brook land, Bryan Stone and Steve 
Bittence of Axiom Development 
Group took time to clarify their vi-
sion for that area. Axiom is 
under contract to purchase 
the 68 acres of land with the 
intent of building a town 
center.

Mr.  Stone and Mr. 
Bittence sat down with the Times 
on Jan. 9 to explain their goals 
for the land located off of Lander 
Road including the amount of retail, 
offices, residential units and green 
space. Beech Brook, a behavioral 
health agency, closed its Pepper 
Pike residential treatment services 

center in 2016 after 90 years in 
that location. The private agency 
plans to relocate its administrative 
offices, Beech Brook President and 
CEO Tom Royer has said, with the 
revenue from the land sale going 
to its endowment fund. 

In order to build a town 
center, the property must be 
rezoned from institutional 
to mixed use by a vote of 
the city residents. Mayor 

Richard Bain said that the vote will 
come no earlier than the November 
2020 ballot.

“As a Pepper Pike resident my-
self, I’m really excited about this 
opportunity,” Mr. Stone said. “We 
have the chance to build a new 

Issue 3 to hit March ballot  
to buy Russell green space
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

The Russell Township Citizens 
Park District’s 1-mill levy, now of-
ficially dubbed Issue 3, will appear 
on the March 17 ballot for this year’s 
primary election to potentially pay 
for the purchase of 64 acres of 
property on Music Street.

Members of the park district’s 
board, created under Ohio Revised 
Code Section 511, met on Jan. 9 to 
determine what literature would 
be needed to promote the levy, 
looking at options for yard signs 
and mailing postcards. 

At the beginning of the meeting, 
Shelley Chernin, chairperson of the 
levy committee, announced that 
“with the assistance of the Western 
Reserve Land Conservancy, the 

511 (board) is now under contract 
to (purchase) 64 acres on Music 
Street.”

The property, which is south of 
the adjacent West Woods Nature 
Center and made up of mostly 
wooded land and ravine slopes, is 
priced at $729,000. Ms. Chernin 
noted, however, that the assistance 
of the conservancy is contingent 
upon the levy’s passage. The prop-
erty is located just west of 8944 
Music St.

West Woods Nature Center is 
part of the Geauga Park District and 
separate from the Russell Township 
Citizens Park District.  

At full collection, the levy will bring 
in $270,135 per year for five years, 
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Chagrin BOE considers levy for ballot this year
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

Voters could see a new levy to 
support the Chagrin Falls Exempted 
Village School District on the ballot 
in August or November to offset 
deficit spending. 

With a strong economy and the 
afterglow of the newly renovated 

Intermediate School, this could be 
the best time to reach out to residents, 
some officials agreed.

Treasure r  Ash ley  Brudno 
explained during the board of 
education’s Finance and Budget 
Committee meeting Monday that 
the district is in deficit spending 

now and is projected to continue 
on this path through the next five 
years, possibly falling into a negative 
balance by 2024 if nothing is done.

By 2024, the district is estimated 
to have a balance of about nega-
tive $1.3 million with the current 
spending and sources of revenue, 

Ms. Brudno said.
“We’re not the federal govern-

ment, we can’t just keep spending 
money that we don’t have,” she said, 
adding that the district’s cash balance 
policy states that they should strive 
to keep about two months worth of 
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Greg Hoelzel of Chagrin Falls has run without a shirt in December before, but this past weekend was the first time he ran 
shirtless in January — and he was still getting hot. Local meteorologists reported that the temperature hit 70 degrees in 
greater Cleveland, breaking a 130-year-old record for Jan. 11. The unseasonably warm temperatures caused people to peel 
off their winter layers, but temperatures are expected to dip again starting today. Next week, forecasters are predicting snow 
and temperatures in the 20s.
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